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The views and opinions expressed in the articles in 

this newsletter are not necessarily the views and 

opinions of Chapter 2 or its members. 

 April Luncheon 

Bayviews 
April 2011  

 

Of Noteé 

Chapter 2õs Bayviews  wins!  

Our newsletter was selected as 

Region 1 Newsletter of the Year 

for large chapters for 2011. 

 

Course 501 being offered in 

Martinez May 3-4. 

 



April 11 RSVP for April Luncheon 
 
April 13 Joint Chapter 2/42 Luncheon  
Tom Donovan of OPC presents:  Utility Coordination  
Location:  Sakiôs Spin-A-Yarn in Fremont 
 
May 9 RSVP for May Luncheon 
 
May 11 Luncheon 
Michael Churchill presents:  Inverse Condemnation  
Location:  Jackôs Restaurant, Pleasant Hill 

June 9 Luncheon 
Past Presidentõs Celebration/New Board Swearing in by 
Jim Finnegan and Luncheon 
Uche Udemezue presents: Title TBA 
Location:  Pyramid Alehouse, Berkeley 
 
June 12-15 
Annual Education Conference 
Location:  Atlanta, GA 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñApril thru June 

Dear Chapter Members: 

The Executive Board voted to sponsor three young professionals from our Chapter to attend the Young Professionalõs event in Las Vegas 

on March 31 and April 1.  The three will provide a report to the Chapter that we hope to share with you shortly after their return from the 

event.  We also plan to establish a Young Professionalõs Committee.  These three young professionals represent the future of the     

Chapter and will lead our more youthful members now and for years to come. 

Thanks to Rick Hernandez, SR/WA, for his presentation at the March luncheon regarding easements.  Also at this event, the Chapterõs 

Amended Bylaws were accepted by a unanimous vote of all members present.   Once again, thanks to everyone for their comments and 

support. 

Kathleen West and I attended the Region 1 Spring Forum on March 5 in Phoenix.  I am thrilled that our Chapter newsletter was recognized 

as Newsletter of the Year for Large Chapters for 2011.  See page 4 for a full report on the event. 

The Annual Education Conference in Atlanta draws near.  Eric Roman and I will be your representatives at the event.  For those of you 

who have not attended this event, it is four days of meetings, symposiums, classes and socializing.  Those who attend the entire event can 

earn 24 hours of credit toward their SR/WA designation/recertification.  The most important events for our chapter each year are the 

Regional Caucus with our fellow Region 1 members and the Board of Directors meeting held on the last day.  As Chapter 2õs International          

Directors, Eric and I will be voting on proposed changes to the International Bylaws and International Secretary.  If any of you have       

comments about any issues you would like us to address at this event, please let one of us know. 

I am looking forward to our luncheon this month.  This is our annual opportunity to meet with Chapter 42 members.  In addition, the      

presentation on Utility Coordination by Tom Donovan of OPC promises to be interesting, is very timely, and offers 50 minutes of        

continuing education credit.  Please mark your calendars for April 13. 

 

All the best,  Tara 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=100000032240559
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
Kevin Larson, 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset & Property Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Communication & Marketing 
Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  

Nossaman, LLP 
mthornton@nossaman.com 

________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 
Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 

Contra Costa County  
mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Pam Thompson 

PamThompson2000@comcast.net 
 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 

 
George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net
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Region 1 Spring Forum Report  

Your Chapter President, Tara Peterson, SR/WA, and Vice President, Kathleen West, attended the Region 1 Spring Forum 

in Phoenix on March 5.  Below are some of the highlights from the event. 

Chapter 2 Bayviews newsletter selected as 2011 Newsletter of the Year for large chapters.  

Chapter 44 of Las Vegas selected as 2011 Newsletter of the Year for small chapters. 

Jim Anthony of Chapter 11 San Diego selected as Professional of the Year. 

Vivian Howell was selected as the new Region Vice Chair and Renee Marruffo was promoted to Chair. 

Two candidates for International Secretary made statements.  Voting will be held at the Annual Conference in 

Atlanta in June.  The candidates are Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA, of Mississippi and Wayne Goss, SR/WA, of  

Louisiana. 

Chapter 42 of San Jose will host the Fall Forum on October 8. 

International requested that we comment on its proposed change to the bylaws.  Specifically, they have     

proposed a regional rotation for the annual conference.  San Diego is set to host the event in 2015.  If the 

change is adopted, Region 1 will not be eligible to hold a conference again until 2025.  This replaces the     

current system of open bidding where any Chapter can bid for the event at any time.  International states that 

this could save the losing Chapter money and ensure that regions that are less likely to win will be more  

competitive.  No one at this regional meeting supported this measure.  Chapter 2 joined about half the group 

in asking for more information as to why we should support this measure.  Information is forthcoming. 

Internationalõs proposed budget for 2011/2012 was presented.  There were a lot of questions from the group 

about the increasing costs.  In addition, a $10 increase in dues is expected for 2012.   

Randy Pennington conducted a Leadership Institute Session entitled òLeaders Pursue the Bestó. 

Some time was set aside to discuss the Career Path and Education. 

We learned that Chapter 2 has a number of candidates for International Awards in consideration for 2010.  

They announced that Chapter 2 continues to lead large chapters in the number of participants in on line 

classes.  If we continue to lead on March 31, we will be given one free registration for the annual conference. 

Each Chapter and Committee Chair provided reports.  Some new ideas and suggestions were presented, but 

unfortunately these forums donõt have time set aside for discussion as these reports are given. 

Minutes from these regional meetings are posted on the Region 1 website shortly after each meeting.  If you 

would like to look at the detailed minutes go to:  http://region1.irwachapter46.org/pages/forum.html. 
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Appraisal Institute Annual Spring Litigation Conference 
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Course 501ñResidential Relocation Assistance  
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Member Matters 

Newsletter Sponsors 

Help Needed.  We are looking for any photos or videos you may have of past events and members of Chapter 2.  Vern 

Cummings, SR/WA, is in the pre-planning stages for the Chapterõs 75th Anniversary celebration and he is looking for 

some historical documents.  He is specifically looking for a copy of the VHS tape from the Chapterôs 50th celebration and 

is hoping someone can help.  In addition, he will need help on the planning committee, so please contact Vern via e-mail 

at vcummings@arws.com or vcummings5@astound.net. 

 

Welcome to our newest Chapter member, Kim Stahl of the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District (CCCSD). 
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Newsletter Sponsors 
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Newsletter Sponsors  


