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Presidentõs Message 

Bayviews 
August 2011  

Of Noteé 

No luncheon in August, but 

there is a Board Meeting 

New International      

President Elected 

Fall Forum in San Jose 

 

Greetings Chapter Members!  

 

I hope most of you have been enjoying your 
summer so far. 

 

The Board will hold its first meeting of the new fiscal year on August 16, 
2011. Our meeting will be geared towards what we can do to improve 
membership and what changes we can do to encourage new members 
to join.  If you have any idea you would like to share on what we can do 
better, please feel free to email me. It is always a challenge in tough  
economic times but our goal is obviously to provide our members with 
good networking opportunities, local live courses for right of way         
certification and monthly lunches providing speakers who can enhance 
your knowledge and help you grow in your profession. For those of you 
who have enough classes to receive your SR/WA, IRWAôs highest      
designation, our Chapter is  hosting the SR/WA Review Study Session & 
Exam September 20ðSeptember 22, in Martinez, facilitated by Jim    
Finnegan. 

 

New name tags will be ready soon and I hope to be able to distribute 
those at our luncheon on September 14. We will have to figure out how 
to distribute them to those who wonôt be in attendance or normally donôt 
attend the luncheons. 

 

 

Kathleen  
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Chapter 2 News:  Tidbits and Tributes 

Congratulations to Kevin Gray, RWA, of InterCity Rail for obtaining his Right of Way Agent    

Certification. 

 

 

 

 

A Board Meeting will be held on August 16 at 2:00 p.m. at the offices of AR/WS located at 2300 Contra Costa Boulevard, 

Suite 525, Pleasant Hill, (925) 691-8500.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are happy to offer our members the SR/WA Review and Test on September 1-4 in Martinez 

at the offices of Central Contra Costa Sanitary District.  Jim Finnegan, pictured below, will be the 

Facilitator. 

 

The course is not yet listed on the IRWA website, but we will send you notification when it isé   
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members 

President/International Director 
Kathleen West, 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

eroman@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cwakefield@opcservices.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
Kevin Larson, 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset & Property Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Communication & Marketing 
Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  

Nossaman, LLP 
mthornton@nossaman.com 

________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 
Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 

Contra Costa County  
mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 
Historical & 75th Anniversary 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings5@astound.net or  
vcummings@arws.com 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Denise Jackson 
Associated Right of Way Services 

djackson@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@sanleandro.org 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 

Professional Development  
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 

Associated Right of Way Services 
keddleman@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Bernadette Lambert 
Braun & Jalbert 

Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 
 

George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 
Caltrans 

george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 
_______________________________ 

Utilities 
(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 

Young Professionals 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 
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Region 1 News:  Fall Forum in San Jose 
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International News: New International President Elected  



IRWA Online Learning 

Page 6 - Bayviews 



Chapter 2 Calendar:  AugustñOctober 
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Newsletter Sponsors 

August 
No Luncheon 
 
August 16 2:00 p.m. 
Board Meeting 
AR/WS Offices 
 
 
September 12  
Deadline to RSVP for September Luncheon 
 
 
September 14 12:00 noon 
Luncheon 
Speaker:  Matt Henderson of Miller Starr Regalia 
Topic:  Recent case 
Location:  1515 in Walnut Creek (1515 Main Street) 

October 8 
Region 1 Fall Forum 

San Jose 
 

October 10 
Deadline to RSVP for October Luncheon 

 
October 12 
Luncheon 

Speakers: Gale Conner & Michael Thornton of Nossaman 
Topic: TBD 

Location: Il Fornaio  
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Newsletter Sponsors 
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Newsletter Sponsors  


