
Special Points: 

Ʒ   Consider sponsoring the 
Chapter and its newsletter by 
placing your ad in the 2010  
issues of Bayviews 

Ʒ   Renew your IRWA    
membership for 2010 

Ʒ  Join use for our Holiday 
Luncheon  on December 9 

Ʒ AR/WS Job Opportunities 
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The views and opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily the views and 

opinions of Chapter 2 or its members. 
 

December Luncheon 

 



December 3 

Last day to RSVP for Holiday Luncheon 
 

December 9 
Holiday Luncheon and 2010 Chapter Board Swearing in 

Location:  Massimoõs in Walnut Creek 
 

January 11 
RSVP for January Luncheon 

 

January 13 
Annual Legal Update with Les Hausrath and Pamela Schock Mintzer 
Location:  Offices of Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean, Oakland 

 
 

January 26ð 28 

Federal Agency UpdateñLas Vegas 
 

February 8 
Last day to RSVP for February Luncheon 

 

February 10 
Luncheon:  Topic and Location TBA 
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Presidentõs Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñDecember thru February 

Dear Chapter 2 Members: 

Itõs hard to believe how this year has flown by and this monthõs newsletter marks my last Presidentõs Message.  It literally seems like    

yesterday I was being installed as your Chapter President.  Even in these difficult economic times, this year has been a successful year.  
Our Chapter remains fiscally strong and we have seen the addition of several new members. All of our Executive Board positions will be 

filled this year and we have been able to fill the vacant Hospitality Chair position.   
 
Kathleen West is organizing our Holiday Luncheon this year.  Jim Finnegan will once again install our Chapter officers. We are trying a new 

venue this year; Massimo Ristorante in Walnut Creek.  Please be sure and mark December 9th on your calendars as this promises to be 

a very special event.   

 

For those of you who have not renewed your IRWA membership, please do so as soon as     

possible.  Your membership is good until the end of the year, but the grace period ends 

January 31st.  If you have a designation or certification, you donõt want to let your     

membership lapse. 

 

Lastly, I would like to add that it has truly been a pleasure and a privilege to serve as 

your Chapter President this year and wish you all a happy and prosperous New Year.  

 

Best Regards,  

 

Cheryl 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Kathleen West, 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Awards/Elections 

Open Seat 
_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 

Jean Novotny, CEA,  
Novotny Machinery 

jnovotny@sbcglobal.net 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Elizabeth Engle,  
Santa Clara Valley Water District 

eengle@valleywater.org 
Open Seat 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

chadwakefield@opcservices.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Local Public Agency 
Maria Cresci, SR/WA,  

Alameda County 
mariac@acpwa.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Bernadette Lambert, 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

blamber@bart.gov 
__________________________________ 

Pipeline 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development (2 Chairs) 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 
 

Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
 

 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Relocation 

Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmelanson@opcservices.com 
_______________________________ 

Retired Members 
David Simmons, Jr., SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
valuerdave@aol.com 

_______________________________ 
Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Rick Jones, SR/WA,  
bikejones48@sbcglobal.net 

_______________________________ 
Valuation (2 Chairs) 

Joyce Diaz, MAI,  
Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications (2 Chairs) 

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired1@gmail.com 
 

Suzanne Sullivan,  
Real Estate Services 

suzanne988@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members for 

2009 
__________ 
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We are the IRWA  
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Board Meeting MinutesñNovember 4, 2009 

 

IR/WA Chapter 2 Board Agenda/Minutes  
November 4 , 2009 

 
Attendees:  Cheryl Sousa, President   Tara Peterson, Vice President  
   Vern Cummings, Treasurer   Kathleen West, Secretary 
    
Meeting: ARWS, Pleasant Hill, CA      
  IR/WA Chapter 2 Board Meeting called to order at 3:00 pm 

 
1. Welcome  

  
2. Chapter Bylaws  

 
Tara passed out the email she sent out to all IRWA members that compiled the Pros & Cons 
of changing from a calendar year to fiscal year along with responses she received. Model 
Bylaws and the current Chapter 2 Bylaws were reviewed and compared to decide what 
language would be kept and what would be eliminated. International will have to approve the 
changes.   
 
Vern motioned we start the fiscal year July, 2011.  
 
Tara motioned we start the fiscal year July, 2010.  
 
Kathleen second to move the fiscal year to star t July, 2010. Cheryl also motioned to 
start July, 2010 .  The start of the fiscal year was passed by the Board to start this fiscal 
season, July, 2010.  
 
 

3.     Ballots  for Awards and Board Nominations  
     

Tara discussed that Ballots will be emailed out tomorrow and responses due by 11/25/09 to 
Joe Magdalena of ARWS.  

 
4. Transfer of Funds  

 
Vern brought up that we have about $2,000 left in our checking account to cover the Holiday 
Party and any miscellaneous expenses.  
 
Tara made a motion for Vern to transfer  $5,000 from the saving s account  into the 
checking account.  It was second by Cheryl. Passed by the Board .  

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm 

 

 
MINUTES ADOPTED BY BOARD ON  NOVEMBER 9, 2009 
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Job Opportunity-Appraiser  

 


