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The views and opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily the views and 

opinions of Chapter 2 or its members. 
 

 Holiday Luncheon/Awards 

Bayviews 
December 2010 

 

Of Noteé 
Free Lunchðsee page 5 
 
Reduced IRWA membership 
fee offered through 12/31 for 
new/lapsed members 
 
January Luncheon moved to 
the third Wednesday in   
January 
 
Contact Erik Woodhouse to 
place an ad in the newsletter 
for 2011 



December 3 
RSVP for Holiday Luncheon 
 
December 8 
Annual Holiday Luncheon and Chapter Awards  
Location:  Jackôs in Pleasant Hill 
 
January 14 
RSVP for January Luncheon 
 
 
 

January 19  Special Dateñ3rd Wednesday in January 
Annual Legal Update with Les Hausrath and Pam 
Mintzer 
Location:  Conference RoomðWendel, Rosen, Black & 
Dean 
 
February 7 
RSVP for February Luncheon 
 
February 9 
Luncheon with Presenter Claudia Gorham of Meyers 
Nave.  Topic and location to be determined. 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñDecember thru February 

Dear Chapter Members: 
As the year draws to a close I wanted to take a moment to wrap up 2010 in a nice bow with a summary of our activities,  
the status of the goals I set the year and to look forward to the year ahead.   
 
We forged closer relationships with our sister Chapter 42 by holding a joint meeting and advertising each otherôs events. 
We also forged a closer relationship with our north bay members by having a luncheon in Petaluma.  We encourage   
participation in our luncheons by offering interesting topics, providing a variety of locations, and maintaining the cost    
despite increasing prices. 
 
Our committees became more dynamic.  More Chapter members volunteered to serve on committees.  Our committee 
members are more actively engaged through revamping of our committee structure and making presentations at our 
luncheons.  Our November presentation was provided by Les Hausrath, who graciously accepted the request to do a 
second presentation this year.  His presentation was very informative and well done.  Thank you, Les.      
 
We continue to try to be fiscally conservative.  We only held one course during 2010 (our primary source of revenue), so 
we have cut expenses and streamlined our financial activities.  We are planning courses now for 2011 and will do our 
best to hold them, which is a challenge for most chapters.  We discussed holding a fundraiser for the RWIEF, but decided 
to support the Foundation through a donation to the Annual Education Conference Auction.  
 
Weôve actively participated in Internationalôs efforts to improve the organization.  We created a new logo to help brand 
ourselves, attended events and webinars and implemented suggested programs.  We changed our bylaws and           
administrative year to conform with International.  Weôve nominated Chapter 2 members and businesses for Regional 
and International awards, and will continue to do so until we are successful at ñbringing one homeò. 
 
Unfortunately, our Chapter Website is still in the planning stages.  Unless we find a volunteer or we can team up with 
other chapters in the region, the website is still just a dream.  I promise to try to launch a website by the end of 2011. 
 
I want to personally thank all of the Chapter 2 members who have helped the Chapter this year, especially the many   
volunteers.  You have been remarkable in your support of this organization.     Regards,  Tara 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
 

Kevin Larson, 
Burchard & Rinehart  

kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset & Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Communication & Marketing 

Open Seat  
Temporarily handled by Tara Peterson 
________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 
Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 

Contra Costa County  
mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
BLamber@bart.gov 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Pam Thompson 

PamThompson2000@comcast.net 
 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
BLamber@bart.gov 

 
George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net


Role of Land Use Planners in the Eminent Domain Process, by Wayne Rasmussen 
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During recent years land use planning has become an increasingly complex element of the eminent domain process.  The 
expanding role of general plans, zoning standards, site planning, environmental conditions, local politics, etc. have      
combined to complicate the land valuation process.  As a result, a greater burden has been placed upon real property  
appraisers, particularly in the determination of highest and best use.   
 
Highest and best use is commonly understood to be the reasonably probable and legal use of vacant land or an improved 
property, which is: (1) physically possible; (2) legally permissible; (3) financially feasible; and (4) that results in the highest 
value.  The terms ñphysically possibleò and ñlegally permissibleò closely relate to land use planning and sometimes require 
planning input to achieve a sufficient basis for the determination of highest and best use.   A planning consultant may be 
called upon to collaborate in making such determinations and provide expert opinions.  They may also be useful in cases 
where a land valuation witness, that is otherwise qualified to provide an opinion about market value, may not be qualified 

to provide an opinion regarding the reasonable probability of a zoning change,    
developmental feasibility or issues pertaining to land dedication. 
 
In condemnation actions, planners provide consulting and expert witness services 
to either the condemning agency or to the party whose land is the subject of the 
condemnation.  These services can be used to both create the foundation for     
determining highest and best use and to critique the basis of an opposing           
appraiserôs determination.   
 
The plannerôs role in the condemnation process generally begins with a site      

analysis, review of pertinent planning documents, and interviews with local governmental officials.  This is followed by  
consultation with the appraiser/legal team to provide planning input regarding the ñphysically possibleò and ñlegally        
permissibleò uses of a property.  In cases where a legal action has been filed, the plannerôs role may be expanded to   
include more detailed land use investigation leading to expert opinions, deposition and court testimony, if necessary. 
 
Some cases require more detailed analysis through the preparation and use of conceptual site plans or diagrams to     
determine the feasibility of particular uses.  These studies can also be used to demonstrate how physical constraints to 
development could be overcome in order to realize the highest and best use.  They may further be used to illustrate the 
ñbeforeò and ñafterò conditions in matters relating to severance damages.   
 
Planners are also commonly called upon to contribute to the analysis of assemblage situations since the potential to    
assemble parcels may affect the highest and best use.  Similarly, use of the ñPorterville Rulingò may be applicable to    
certain right-of-way acquisitions and thus require a planning expert to help evaluate the application of this rule.   
 
Planners can provide valuable assistance throughout the eminent domain process by helping to analyze planning matters 
and forming opinions relating to highest and best use.  The process can benefit from this assistance by generating reliable 
and supportable land use determinations for complex pieces of land. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wayne Rasmussen is with Rasmussen Planning.  He can be reached at wrassmussen@rasplan.com or by telephone at 
(925) 359-3255. 
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Board Meeting MinutesñNovember 17, 2010 

Member MattersñFree Offer 

Free Lunch for Qualifying Members:  Chapter members who bring a non-member to a Chapter 2 luncheon can eat free 
at an upcoming luncheon.  If the non-member joins the IRWA within three months of your bringing them to a luncheon, the 
Chapter will treat you to a free meal as thanks. 
 
New Member:  Welcome to our newest member, Steve McClure of PG&E - Negotiations & Acquisitions. 
 
Donna Dawkins Memorial Scholarship Fund Donation Challenge:  We are asking all Chapter 2 members to donate 
at least $5 toward the scholarship fund.  Contact Vern Cummings to discuss details.  Please help the Chapter and 
Steve Dawkins continue to provide scholarships to Chapter 2 members and their families. 
 
Congratulations to Les Hausrath, who won the $40 in the Presidentõs Draw at the November luncheon, who then       
generously donated it to the Donna Dawkins Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

Attendees: Tara Peterson, President  Molly Mullin, Education Co-Chairperson 
  Kathleen West, Vice President  Michele Trecek, Education Co-Chairperson  
  Vern Cummings, Treasurer 
  Eric Roman, Secretary          
  
Meeting: Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean Offices, 1111 Broadway, Oakland, CA 
 
1. IRWA Chapter 2 Board Meeting called to order at 11:20 a.m. 

 
2. Review and discussion of Internationalõs Education survey results.  No new insights were gleaned from the data. 

 
3. Discussions concerning potential class offerings for 2011 ð Based on the new career path requirements and 

feedback from members, the Board felt that there may be sufficient demand to offer the Principles of Land Acquisition 
(Course 100) locally in the near future.  Task Assigned:  Molly/Michele will investigate adding Course 100 to Chapter 
2ôs Education Plan for 2011 for either January of February with International.  Course Facilitator(s) will be contacted to 
determine availability.  The class will be scheduled for the earliest permissible date.  Will need to arrange for a Course 
Coordinator.   

 
Additional potential class offerings were discussed including a Relocation class and an Engineering course for 2011 
and potentially the Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions in 2012.  Task Assigned:  Molly/Michele will gather more feedback 
to narrow the course selection.  Eric will work to secure space at ARWS for potential offerings.  
 

4.   Treasurerõs Report ð Vern presented a financial statement. The Board was reminded that a mechanism to donate to 
the Donna Dawkins Scholarship is now in-place.  Further discussion was tabled due to timing constraints.  Task     
Assigned:  Tara will send something out in the newsletter requesting donations. 
 

5.   Meeting adjourned at 11:45. 
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