
Items of Special Interest: 

Ʒ  Special Elections Results: 
Chapter President, Tara  
Peterson and Chapter Vice 
President, Kathleen West 
elected as International  
Directors on January 15 

Ʒ Vote on the Chapter   
Bylaws at the luncheon on 
February 10th 

Ʒ Congratulations to     
Michele Trecek of Contra 
Costa County Public Works 
who just received her SR/WA 
designation 
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February Luncheon 

 



February 8 

Last day to RSVP for February Luncheon 
 

February 10 
Luncheon:  The Perils of Prejudgment Possession by Gale Connor 

and Michael Thornton 

Location:  Pyramid Alehouse, Berkeley 

Vote on new Chapter Bylaws 

 

March 8 

Last day to RSVP for March Luncheon 

 

March 10 

Luncheon:  TBA Location:  TBA 
 

March 20 
Region 1 Spring Forum in San Diego 

 

April 12  
Last day to RSVP for April Luncheon 
 

April 14 

Luncheon:  Relocation with Ceci Melanson and Karen Eddleman 

Location:  Back Forty Texas BBQ, Pleasant Hill 
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Presidentõs Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñFebruary thru April 

Dear Chapter 2 Members: 

Late last year, Chapter 2õs Board voted to convert its operating year from a calendar year to a fiscal year to match that of International.  

To finalize this action, weõve updated our Bylaws.  We have forwarded an International-approved draft to every Chapter 2 member with an 

e-mail address for your review.  We will be taking a vote to adopt the new Bylaws at our February luncheon on February 10, 2010.  Please 

attend the luncheon in Berkeley if you would like to participate.  This will be one of the first of many accomplishments I hope our Chapter 

can achieve this year. 

I am happy to announce that some Chapter 2 members submitted nominations to International for awards.  If any of you submitted a    

nomination without notifying Pam Thompson, our Awards & Elections Chair, please let her know.  Letõs keep our fingers crossed that one 

of our nominees is selected to receive an award. 

Another one of the Chapter goals for 2010 is well on its way toward realization.  Our Committee Chairs are becoming more involved with 

the Chapter.  Les Hausrath, our Law & Ethics Chair, along with Pamela Schock Mintzer presented their Annual Legal Update successfully 

on January 13. Our Relocation Committee Chairs, Ceci Melanson and Karen Eddleman will be making a presentation at our April luncheon.  

In the fall, we hope for a presentation by our Government Liaison Chair, Bernadette Lambert and our Engineering & Survey Chair, Robert 

Abbott.   Behind the scenes, our Advertising Chair, Erik Woodhouse, our Awards & Elections Chair, Pam Thompson, our Hospitality Chair, 

Chad Wakefield, our Membership Chair, Wayne Prescott, our Education Chair, Molly Mullin, and your Executive Board Members, Kathleen 

West, Vern Cummings and Eric Roman are all very busy attending to Chapter duties.  I cannot thank these individuals enough for        

volunteering to help our Chapter the way they do. 

I am looking for volunteers to help us put together a fund raiser for the Right of Way International Education Foundation (RWIEF) to 

support Education and Professional Development. Weõd like to make a donation during the Annual Conference, so weõll need to make this 

happen before the end of June. If you know of an event we could hold, please let me know.   

All the best,      Tara 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Awards/Elections 

Pam Thompson 
PamThompson2000@comcast.net  

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Bernadette Lambert 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

BLamber@bart.gov 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

chadwakefield@opcservices.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

__________________________________ 
Pipeline 

Sue Evans,  
Coates Field Service 

srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 
__________________________________ 

Professional Development (2 Chairs) 
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Relocation (2 Chairs) 

Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmelanson@opcservices.com 
Karen Eddleman 

Associated Right of Way Services 
keddleman@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Retired Members 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Valuation (2 Chairs) 
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members for 

2010 
__________ 

 

 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net
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IRS Addresses Easements, Circular 230 in Public Report  

The Internal Revenue Service may be changing the way it audits charitable contributions of historic preservation easements, if the agency 

follows the recommendations of its Advisory Council. In addition, the IRS also may be revising the language of Circular 230 to more clearly 

include appraisers.  

 

In its 2009 Public Report, issued Nov. 18, the Internal Revenue Service Advisory Council (IRSAC) explored the IRSõs wide-ranging initiative to 
audit charitable deductions claimed by taxpayers who made donations of historic preservation easements on real property they own. In 

looking at the easement donation program, the IRSAC found that the current IRS audit effort is straining the agency's resources and may 
òfail to distinguish between a legitimate deduction authorized by statute and an abusive tax shelter.ó  

 

Its recommendations, therefore, include the following:  

Permit a taxpayer to revise the taxpayer's appraisal if an IRS audit determines there is a technical deficiency in the òqualified          

appraisaló requirements of IRS regulations. 

Publish an announcement reaffirming IRS's recognition that historic preservation easements may have a non-zero market value in  

areas which have local preservation laws, with such value to be determined by a òqualified appraisaló per IRS regulation. 

Adopt a safe-harbor audit policy that òqualified appraisalsó (original or revised) will be accepted (absent clear and convincing evidence 

to the contrary) when the appraised value of the donated easement is equal to or less than 10 percent of the value of the underlying      

property. 

Contract with outside appraisers (rather than using appraisers who are IRS employees) as the general rule, rather than the exception, 

in preservation easement audits where IRS believes an easement valuation is incorrect and therefore conducts its own appraisal. 

Initiate an appropriate process for creating an expert easement advisory board to review appraisals and make non-binding findings where 
the taxpayer and revenue agent do not agree on the value of a donated easement. 

 

The IRSAC also looked at the applicability of IRSõs Circular 230 to appraisers. Primarily, the IRSAC reviewed the issue of whether appraisers 

are considered òpractitionersó under the current language of the Circular. IRSAC found that while appraisers are often mentioned in 

òRegulations Governing the Practice of Attorneys, Certified Public Accountants, Enrolled Agents, Enrolled Actuaries, Enrolled Retirement Plan 
Agents, and Appraisers before the Internal Revenue Serviceó (the official title of Circular 230), there exist gaps that need to be filled.  

 

òDespite the mention of appraisers in the title to Circular 230 (and numerous references to appraisals and appraisers throughout Circular 

230), providing appraisals is not specifically included within the Circular 230 definition of practice before the IRS and appraisers are not 

specifically included in the list of practitioners who may practice before the IRS,ó IRSAC concluded in its report.  

 
To remedy this discrepancy, IRSAC said the U.S. Treasury Department should revise Circular 230 to:  

 

·         Include appraisals within the definition of practice before the Internal Revenue Service.  

·         Add appraisers to the list of practitioners who may practice before the IRS.  
·         Indicate that the sanctions applicable to appraisers are the same as those applicable to other practitioners.  

·         Change all references to òpractitioners and appraisersó to simply refer to òpractitionersó to reflect the inclusion of appraisers in the 

definition of practitioners.  

 

To read IRSACõs 2009 Public Report in its entirety, visit www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/irsac_2009_full_report.pdf . 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Article submitted for the newsletter by Wayne Couto and is from the Appraisal Instituteõs website at www.appraisalinstitute.org. 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/irsac_2009_full_report.pdf
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Upcoming Courses  

 Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 

Upcoming Classes sponsored by Chapters nearby: 

 
3/9/10  Course 220 Cultural Awareness     Reno, NV 

3/11/10  Course 200 Principles of Real Estate Negotiation    Reno, NV 

3/15/10  Course 401 The Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions    Sacramento, CA 

4/22/10  Course 803 Eminent Domain Law Basics for ROW Professionals  Sacramento, CA 

5/17/10  Course 506 Advanced Business Relocation Assistance   Sacramento, CA 

9/16/10  Course 303 Managing the Consultant Process    Sacramento, CA 

10/20/10  Course 209 Negotiating Effectively with a Diverse Clientele   Sacramento, CA 
 

Go to:  https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=irwa071306&WebKey=be9fce46-75de-4aa0-8c4f-d0eec6238bf0 

 

 

There are also a number of courses offered on line, so check those out at: https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?

Site=irwa071306&WebKey=608dde95-c913-4506-ba13-9181b1273a7f 

 

Thanks to our  
Newsletter Sponsors  


