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 February Luncheon 

Bayviews 
February 2011 

 

Of Noteé 

Looking for input on changes to 

the Bylaws and Chapter duesñ

see Presidentõs Message 

Course 100 being offered in 

Martinez in March 

 

 

 



February 7 
RSVP for February Luncheon 
 
February 9 
Claudia Gorham of Meyers Nave presents:  Pre-
Condemnation and Transparency in the Electronic  
Information Age  
Location: Jackôs in Pleasant Hill 
 
March 7 
RSVP for March Luncheon 

March 9 
Rick Hernandez, SR/WA, presents:  Where is my      
Easement? 
Location:  El Charro in Lafayette 
 
April 11 
RSVP for April Luncheon 
 
April 13 
Tom Donovan, presents:  Utility Coordination  
Includes IRWA Recertification Credit  Location:  TBA 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñFebruary thru April 

Dear Chapter Members: 

Thanks to Les Hausrath and Pamela Schock Mintzer of Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean for their annual legal update presentation at the    

January luncheon.  Not only did they provide timely and important information, but they also provided the room and the beverages, which 

saved the Chapter much needed funds.  Speaking of funds... 

Proposed Bylaw Change/Change in Chapter Dues 

I mentioned at the January luncheon that the Board is considering updating the Chapter Bylaws to allow the Board to change Chapter dues.  
As the Bylaws are written now, the dues are set at $10/year (which has been in place since the 1970õs) and cannot be changed without 

changing the Bylaws.  Weõd like to eliminate the set amount so the Board can change the dues without having to also update the Bylaws.    

At this point in time we are considering increasing our dues to generate more revenue for the Chapter and retain a positive cash flow.  

Over the last few years, we have been on the brink of running in the red.  Course revenue is down for us, as it is for many chapters.      

Despite the small increase in the cost of newsletter ads in 2011, ad revenue is breaking even with last year.  We have cut costs where    
possible.  For example, weõve eliminated speaker gifts at the luncheons, and during the past two years, the Chapter President has not    

attended the FAU, which was previously sponsored by the Chapter.  Before considering an increase in dues to generate revenue, we looked 

at what the other 67 IRWA chapters are charging for dues.  Below is a summary: 

41% of the chapters charge $20 or more (Chapter 42 in San Jose charges $25, Chapter 1 in Los Angeles charges $20 and Chapter 32 in 

Tennessee charges $42-a total of 28 chapters) 

18% of Chapters charge between $12-$15 (a total of 12 chapters) 

35% of Chapters charge $10 (Chapter 27 in Sacramento currently charges $10-a total of 24 chapters) 

6% of Chapters charge less than $10 (two charge $5 and two do not have dues-a total of 4 chapters) 

I would appreciate any comments you have about potentially raising the dues to $20/year and modifying our Bylaws.  Please contact me or 

one of the other Board members to let us know your thoughts by February 15.   

Thank you for your involvement in our Chapter and your continued membership.       All the best,  Tara 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
Kevin Larson, 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset & Property Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Communication & Marketing 
Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  

Nossaman, LLP 
mthornton@nossaman.com 

________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 
Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 

Contra Costa County  
mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
BLamber@bart.gov 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Pam Thompson 

PamThompson2000@comcast.net 
 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
BLamber@bart.gov 

 
George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net
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Course 100ñPrinciples of Land Acquisition  

Chapter 2ñSan Francisco Bay Area Presents: 

IRWA Course 100:  Principles of Land Acquisition 

 
Course Description:   
Participants will learn how to apply real estate law terms and concepts; understand the concepts of 
metes and bounds and the three views of engineering plans and the fundamentals in property       
description systems; learn the methods of acquiring/transferring title to realty; learn the definition and 
requirements of a valid contract; become informed about easements, deeds, and leases; learn what 
an appraisal is and what it is not; understand the appraisal process and the three basic methods of 
appraising fee property; understand negotiations, environmental concepts, review, site assessments, 
audits, litigation issues and implications and relocation.  This is a beginning course for those new to 
the right of way field or for those who want a refresher on multiple topics. 

 

Dates:        Time: 
March 1-4, 2011                   8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily 
 

Location:        Coordinator: 
Central Contra Costa County Sanitary District Molly Mullin, SR/WA  (925) 283-0939 

5019 Imhoff Place  Martinez, CA  94553  mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

(925) 228-9500 

       Cost:  $765 by 2/1/11 or $790 (members) 

        $795 by 2/1/11 or $820 (non-members) 

Facilitators:        

Cecilia Melanson     Michael Lahodny 

Ceci is an independent consultant with   Consultant with Bender Rosenthal of Sacramento. 

25+ years of real estate acquisition and   Provides project oversight and appraisal planning  

relocation experience.  Ceci worked for OPC,  and review.  Mike was with Caltrans for many years 

the Los Angeles County MTA and the City of and has over 30 years experience in appraisals 

Los Angeles.  She is a certified IRWA instructor, for eminent domain activities.  He is a member of 

Chapter 2ôs acting Relocation Co-chair, and  Chapter 27 and has been an instructor for a 

has served the IRWA  in many capacities.  number of years.    
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IRWA Young Professionals 

The IRWA Young Professionals Group was developed by individuals 30 and under in the right of way industry...for    

individuals 30 and under in the right of way industry. 

Mark your calendars for the first IRWA Young Professionals EventñMarch 23-25, 2011 in Las Vegas 

As a member of this group you cané 

 ...connect with other young members in the ROW industry 

 ...get a head start on advancing your career in the ROW industry 

 ...learn from the experiences of other young members 

 ...share your experiences with other young members 

 ...exchange ideas 

 ...network and make new contacts to assist you in your current ROW work 

 ...be notified of events specifically for the young ROW professional 

 ...and much more 

 

Connecté       Advanceé 

 LinkedinðYoung Professionals Group    Generalist Career Path 

 LinkedinðOfficial IRWA Group     Specialist Certification 

 FacebookðIRWA 

 

Upcoming Eventsé 

  IRWA Young Professional Education and Networking Event 

  This event is open to all individuals 30 and under in the ROW industry. 

  Dates:  March 23-25 2011 Location: Las Vegas, NV 

  Registration and cost information will be available soon. 

 
For information about this group, please contact Jade Yoong, Meetings & Events Manager,  

(310) 538-0233 x 146 or yoong@irwaonline,org 
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Brown vs. Redevelopment, by Tara Peterson  

Californiaôs Governor Jerry Brown spoke before the League of California Cities recently to defend his budget proposal to 
eliminate redevelopment agencies in California.  During his presentation, he stated "If we don't do redevelopment, then 
what do we do, what do we take? Do we take more from universities? Do we cut deeper into public schools that have 
been cut year after year?"  Brown called for cooperation when he stated,  "I think we have to, all of us, rise above our own 

particular perspective, get out of the comfort zones and try to think of California first." 

The League has been a vocal opponent of Brownôs proposal since it was made public in early January. After the meeting, 
Chris McKenzie, executive director of the League said,  "We've told him we're willing to work with him, we will continue to 
work with him, but his proposal is so draconian, it's so bad for the creation of jobs in California...it's so contrary with so 

many things he wants to accomplish."   

In the meantime redevelopment agencies and local governments throughout the state are looking for ways to preserve the 
over $1 billion dollars in state redevelopment funding.  Many local agencies have taken measures to save these funds by 
quickly approving projects.  However, Brown told reporters that this recent flurry of activity by cities to save their            

redevelopment projects may be illegal in some cases.   

Less than a week after the League meeting, the State Controller launched an audit of the stateôs 400 redevelopment 
agencies. Krista Noonan, spokeswoman for the California Redevelopment Association said, ñWe are confident that the 
controller will finally validate that redevelopment is a major economic tool.ò  ñIt is the best job creator in California right 

now.ò  18 agencies were selected for the audit, which should conclude in March. 

The state legislature will soon become involved in the fray as it considers the Governorôs budget.  So stay tuned. 

Newsletter Sponsors for 2011 
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