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January Luncheon 

 



January 11 

RSVP for January Luncheon 
 

January 13 
Annual Legal Update with Les Hausrath and Pamela Schock Mintzer 

Location:  Offices of Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean, Oakland 

 

January 26ð 28 
Federal Agency UpdateñLas Vegas 

 

February 8 

Last day to RSVP for February Luncheon 

February 10 

Luncheon:  San Francisco PUC Pipeline Upgrade  
Location: TBA 

 

March 8 

Last day to RSVP for March Luncheon 

 

March 10 
Luncheon:  The Perils of Prejudgment Possession by Gale Connor and 

Michael Thornton 
Location:  TBA 
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Chapter 2 Member CalendarñJanuary thru March 

Dear Chapter 2 Members: 

Happy New Year everyone.  I want to start my first message by saying that it is an honor to be your Chapter President and that I look    

forward to serving you well over the next 18 months; at least I will try my best.   

Many thanks to our outgoing Executive Board members and Committee Chairpersons who have contributed their time and expertise over 

the last several years to our Chapter. Special thanks go to our outgoing President, Cheryl Sousa, for her devotion to our Chapter over the 

past year.  Congratulations to our Chapter Award Recipients who were honored at the Holiday Luncheon on December 9.  I was            

particularly humbled by the appreciation I received, and recognize that expectations are high for 2010.   

Thanks to everyone on the 2010 Executive Board and our Committee Chairs for volunteering to lead the Chapter in 2010.  My             

appreciation goes out to those organizations who allow their staff the time to participate in the IRWA.  I am really excited about what we 

hope to accomplish over the next year.  Our new Chapter Bylaws should be adopted soon and we will begin our new fiscal year. We hope 

to have our Chapter Website up and running in 2010 under Cheryl Sousaõs leadership.  We also look forward to our committees becoming 

more active as time allows.  With luck we can get more of our Chapter 2 members and businesses involved and recognized at the          

International level, as  AR/WS did as Employer of the Year in 2008.  Finally, perhaps we can even do a fundraiser for the Right of Way 

International Education Foundation (RWIEF) to support Education and Professional Development.  This is a lot to hope for in 2010, but 

together we can do it. We all recognize that times will continue to be tough in 2010, but as a Chapter we can make it through and see our 

way to a bright future.   

Please make sure you renew your membership and encourage others in our industry to join the IRWA.  Participation in classes, luncheons, 

and other IRWA events throughout the year benefit us all. Please consider attending our first luncheon, the Annual Legal Update with Les 

and Pam.  Lastly, please vote on our new Chapter Bylaws when we send them out for your vote soon.  

Best wishes for a terrific 2010,      Tara 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Awards/Elections 

Pam Thompson 
PamThompson2000@comcast.net  

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Bernadette Lambert 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

BLamber@bart.gov 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

chadwakefield@opcservices.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

__________________________________ 
Pipeline 

Sue Evans,  
Coates Field Service 

srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 
__________________________________ 

Professional Development (2 Chairs) 
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Relocation (2 Chairs) 

Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmelanson@opcservices.com 
Karen Eddleman 

Associated Right of Way Services 
keddleman@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Retired Members 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Valuation (2 Chairs) 
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members for 

2010 
__________ 

 

 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net


Page 4 - Bayviews 

Holiday LuncheonñAwards  
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Employer of the Year  
City of San Leandro 

Professional of the Year  
Tara Peterson, SR/WA 
Presented by Cheryl Sousa 

Sophie Yore Award  
Vern Cummings, SR/WA 

Presented by Chapter 2 President, 
Cheryl Sousa 

Donna Dawkins Memorial  
Scholarship Awardees  
Presented by Steve Dawkins 

and Vern Cummings to: 
 

Brandi Edmunds 
Ashley Van Horn 

Mona Foster-White 
Andrew Regopoulos 

 
Jann Edmunds, pictured, accepted for 

her daughter Brandi 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=198042&id=100000009551587

