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Of Noteé 

Chapter 2 Website is here! 

Chapter Award Winners 

announcedé 

Donna Dawkins  Memorial         

Scholarships Awarded... 

Happy New Year Chapter Members!  

I am sure youôve all made your New Yearôs resolutions 
for 2012 as we leave 2011 behind us and start a brand 
new year with good intentions to fulfill our goals. I canôt 
believe how fast six months has gone by, as I am now 
halfway through my term as President for Chapter 2. 
The members are what make this a great organization. 
The support the Board receives from all of you is what I 
love the most about being a part of this great           
organization and what continues to make this Chapter 
thrive. Thank you in advance to Januaryôs  lunch   

sponsor Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean, LLP.  

 

I would like to thank Coates Field Service, Inc. , for sponsoring our very fun holiday 
lunch at Vic Stewartôs in Walnut Creek. Our Chapter Rocks! We raised $975 for Toys 
for Tots with our gift basket raffle!!!!!  We  received the following email response from 
the local Toys for Tots contact: ñI would like to thank you for supporting Toys For Tots, 
without the support of the people we would not be able to do this. Thank you once 
again, SSgt Bannar.ò  The Board would like to thank all the firms and individuals who 
generously donated a gift basket to make this a very successful event. We ended up 
with 10 truly amazing gift baskets to raffle thanks to: Coates Field Service;  Robert & 
Alesia Strauch ; Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean; Associated Right of Way Services 
(AR/WS); Overland, Pacific & Cutler; The Schmidt -Prescott Group; Interwest  
Consulting Group; Desmond, Marcello & Amster; East Bay Regional Park District; 

and IRWA Chapter 2.    

 

I would like to congratulate the winners of Employer of the Year (Coates Field       
Service, Inc.)  and the Sophie Yore Award (Les Hausrath) . Thank you to everyone 
who nominated a recipient, and more importantly who voted! I would personally like to 
thank those members who selected me as Professional of the Year . I feel honored to 
be the recipient of this award and associated with such a great organization. Thank you 
to Steve Dawkins and the Donna Dawkins Memorial Scholarship Fund he created 
for awarding two scholarships in the amount of $1,500 each to Miriam Lambert 
(Bernadette Lambertôs daughter) and Deanna Lusk (Suzanne Luskôs daughter) to   
further their educational goals and studies. I want to remind all our members that the 
Board accepts donations in any amount for the scholarship fund throughout the year . 
You can help ensure that Donnaôs goal of helping others to achieve their dreams 
though higher education becomes a reality.  If you are interested in donating please feel 
free to email Vern Cummings (vcummings@arws.com) for details and how you can 
contribute. 

       Message continued on Page 2 

mailto:vcummings@arws.com
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Chapter 2 News:  Tributes and Tidbits  

Presidentõs Message, continued from Page 1  

Congratulations  to our fellow Chapter 2 members who are differentiating 

themselves by recently earning IRWA certifications and designations.   

Eric J. Nelson , SR/WA, of Sonoma County who re-certified his          

generalist designation. 

Matthew Schock , RWA, of AR/WS who earned his generalist               

certification / designation. 

William Tannenbaum , SR/WA, of AR/WS who re-certified his generalist 

designation. 

Congratulations  also to our annual award recipients, scholarship winners and SR/WA recipients.  

Please see Pages 8-9 for more details and photos. 

Last, but not least, Welcome  to our newest members, Angela Bell of Contra Costa County Public 

Works and Jill Craig of Marin County Public Works . 

 

Our Past President Tara Peterson has diligently been working on getting our website set-up and running. Iôve seen the 
demo of it and it really is beautiful.  It is sure to make our Chapter stand out from the other Chapters as well as help 
promote our local Chapter and give members a place to look up information about IRWA and our Chapter happenings. 
With luck, the website will be launched over the holidays, so watch for an email announcement! 

 

Our Annual Legal Update will be sponsored by Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean, LLP , and presented by its capable 
legal team of Les Hausrath and Pamela Mintzer .   It will be held in the Conference Room at its Oakland offices on 
January 18 (please note the special date). Lunch will be catered by Specialties.  Congratulations to David Kramer who 
won the word search in our November newsletter. He will receive a free lunch on Chapter 2, which he can use at this 
luncheon or the one of the others between February and June. 

 

Itôs a new year and our Chapter would like to attract new members to our organization and encourage more members 
to attend our monthly lunches. So we need our memberôs help!  Nossaman, LLP has generously offered to pay for up 
to 10 lunches (thatôs right: 10 FREE lunches) for members who bring a guest who are not currently a member of IRWA. 
In addition, the first three members who bring a guest will also get a FREE lunch!  Thank you Nossaman, LLP for your 
generosity and support of Chapter 2. Please contact our Hospitality Chair Denise Jackson (djackson@arws.com) prior 
to the lunch for details and arrangement if you will be bringing a guest. 

 
We are still in need of lunch sponsors so if you are interested, please email Denise for more information!  
 

~Kathleen  

mailto:djackson@arws.com
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members 

President/International Director 
Kathleen West 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.org 

_________________________________ 

Vice President/International Director 
Eric Roman, SR/WA, R/W-AC, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

eroman@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Beth Bissell 

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

_________________________________ 

Advertising 
Kevin Larson 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 

Asset & Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 

Communication & Marketing 
Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  

Nossaman, LLP 
mthornton@nossaman.com 

________________________________ 

Donna Dawkins Scholarship  
Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
vcummings@astound.net 

_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 

Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County  

mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 

Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 

Bernadette Lambert 
Braun & Jalbert 

Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

vcummings5@astound.net  
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Denise Jackson 

Associated Right of Way Services 
djackson@arws.com 

__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell 

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/ 
Website Administrator 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 

__________________________________ 

Past President 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

__________________________________ 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 

Professional Development  
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  

Contra Costa County 
dbake@pw.cccounty.us 

_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cmmrelo.comcast.net 

 
Karen Eddleman 

Associated Right of Way Services 
keddleman@arws.com 

_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 

 

George Fernandez,SR/WA,R/W-EC 
Caltrans 

george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 
_______________________________ 

Utilities 
(Pipeline) 
Open Seat 

 

(Wireless Communications)  
Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  

Acquisition Services 
aclwired2@gmail.com 

_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 

Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

kcouto@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Young Professionals 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 

_______________________________ 

2011-2012 Executive Board 
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January Luncheon 
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Chapter 2 Board Members Take the IRWA on the Road, by Kathleen West 

On November 28, Chapter 2 Vice President, Eric Roman, 
Treasurer, Lisa Robertson and I outreached to a group of real 
estate students at Diablo Valley College (DVC), a community 
college located in Pleasant Hill, California. Our goals included: 
1) familiarize the students about right of way; 2) discuss how 
the IRWA can help them in the right of way profession; and 3) 
expose them to other fields of real estate outside the            

traditional residential market.  

There were approximately 30 students in the class for our 
presentation.  The class instructor is Monique Young, a real 
estate broker who works for Alain Pinel. I took Moniqueôs Real 
Estate Practices class back in 2002 while I was completing my 

coursework for a California brokers license.   

 

Two of the students in this class work for Contra Costa 
County and one works for AR/WS, both organizations being    
actively engaged in the IRWA.  The class proved to be a 
source of interest to people who are already working in right 
of way and for those that may aspire to be in the future.  

What a great platform for the IRWA! 

Eric made the formal presentation for our group.  He       
educated the students about right of way, right of way     
projects, the allied network of professions within the right of 
way field, eminent domain, relocation, and the benefits of 

membership in a professional organization like  the IRWA.  

The students asked excellent questions.  They were excited 
to learn about the many facets of right of way and fascinated to know that they can earn a living in real estate without    
relying on commissions.  We bonded with the students further because the three of us who attended on behalf of IRWA 

Chapter 2 have degrees from prestigious universities, but have each attended DVC at one point.    

Presenting the IRWA at a local community college was an excellent opportunity to promote our professionalism, highlight a 
little understood field and focus some of the enthusiasm of young people eager for a career in real estate toward right of 
way.   Our next goal is to plan an event with a panel of professionals that will allow students to ask broader questions and       

network with peers and potential employers. It will be an evening event somewhere close to the school.  

If you are interested in being a part of the panel of right of way professionals, have suggestions for additional               
presentations, or if you are interested in helping to sponsor these outreach events, please feel free to email me at 

kwest@centralsan.org. 

Finally, weôd like to thank IRWA Headquarters for providing us with some freebies to hand out to the students. 

Pictured from the left are: Kathleen West, Monique 

Young, Lisa Robertson and Eric Roman 

Eric Addressing the Class 

mailto:kwest@centralsan.org
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Region 1 News:  Forum Schedule in Date Order 

The table below shows the scheduled Region 1 Forums for the next five years.  Chapters are       

assigned forums on a rotational basis based on Chapter number.  Chapter 2ôs next forum is          

indicated in red (Spring 2016).   

Chapters are responsible for arranging for the forums in their area and are financially responsible for 

expenses that are not covered by attendees.  Attendees pay their own travel and lodging expenses.  

Each Chapter can arrange for an IRWA course for the Friday before the all-day Saturday forum, 

which can help to offset the cost of hosting the forum.   

Chapters generally send their International Directors (Chapter President and Vice President).  In  

addition, Region 1 representatives from each International Committee usually attend.  During the 

Spring Forums, new Regional Representatives are elected and awards are given to Professional of 

the Year and Newsletter of the year (small and large chapters). 

Chapters rely heavily on sponsors to help pay the costs for hosting these events.  Please consider 

hosting our event in 2016. 

 

Schedule  Host Chapter #  Location  

Spring 2012 Chapter 44 Las Vegas 

Fall 2012 Chapter 46 Reno 

Spring 2013 Chapter 47 Tri-Counties (Santa Barbara) 

Fall 2013 Chapter 50 Fresno 

Spring 2014 Chapter 57 Riverside/San Bernardino 

Fall 2014 Chapter 67 Orange County 

Spring 2015 Chapter 73 Tucson 

Fall 2015 Chapter 1 Los Angeles 

Spring 2016 Chapter 2 San Francisco 

Fall 2016 Chapter 11 San Diego 

Spring 2017 Chapter 27 Sacramento 
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International News:  Call for Award Nominations 



Holiday Luncheon Highlights: Donna Dawkins Scholarships and SR/WAs 
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Our annual holiday luncheon was held at Vic Stewartõs in    
Walnut Creek on Wednesday, December 14th.  The venue was 
beautiful, as was the weather.  Thank you to everyone who   
attended and for participating in our raffle for the Toys for Tots 
charity; we raised $975!  I think everyone enjoyed the basket 

giveaway and the delicious food. 

Following are photos and highlights from the event.              

Congratulations to everyone for their achievements. 

 

     Donna Dawkins Memorial Scholarships  

$1,500 scholarships were awarded 
to two deserving students: 

 

Deanna Lusk  
 daughter of Suzanne Lusk  

 

Miriam Lambert  
daughter of Bernadette Lambert 

 

Pictured from left: 

Steve Dawkins, Suzanne Lusk,    
Bernadette Lambert and Vern    

Cummings (Chair) 

 

SR/WA Recipients (presented by Steve Castellano (PDC Chair))  
 

Eric Roman , SR/WA        Liz Musbach , SR/WA        Christina Voyles , SR/WA 



Holiday Luncheon Highlights:  Annual Award Winners 
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Professional of the Year  

Kathleen West  

 

Pictured from left:  Kathleen West, Lisa Robertson 

(Awards Chair) and Eric Roman (VP) 

Sophie Yore Award  

Les Hausrath, Esq.  

 

Pictured from left:  Lisa Robertson (Awards Chair), 

Les Hausrath and Eric Roman (VP) 

Employer of the Year  

Coates Field Service  

 

Pictured from left:  Lisa Robertson (Awards Chair), 

Beth Bissell, accepting for Coates Field Service, 

and Eric Roman (VP) 



Holiday Luncheon Highlights:  Charity Raffle Winners and Others 
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Eric Roman  

Dave Simmons  
Greg Rinehart  

Christina Voyles  

Vern Cummings  

Michele Trecek  Denise Jackson & Alesia Strauch  Steve Dawkins & Vern Cummings  

David Kramer  Kim Stahl  

Happy Holidays, everyone!  
Chapter 2 Board and Gus Kramer  

(Thanks to the Board for a wonderful event) 

Rand Reynolds  


