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Presidentõs Message 

IRWA News  

A report on the Annual Education Conference will appear in next monthõs issue. 

IRWA Classes being offered by nearby chapters: 

The San Jose Chapter is hosting two classes in September: 

 900 Principles of Real Estate Engineering on 9/23/09 

 901 Engineering Plan Development and Application on 9/25/09 

The Sacramento Chapter is hosting several classes in 2009: 

  SR/WA Study Session and Exam on 8/10/09 

 800 Principles of Real Estate Law on 9/15/09 

 207 Practical Negotiations for US Federal Funded Land Acquisitions on 10/20/09 

 505 Advanced Residential Relocation on 12/8/09 

It was great to see many of you at the Past Presidentõs Mixer at the Pyramid Brewery in Walnut 

Creek.  Tara, Molly and I are preparing to leave for the International Conference in Indianapolis.  This 

yearõs conference should prove to be especially interesting given the current economic conditions.  

Next monthõs Presidents Message will focus on the topics presented at this yearõs conference.  

News lately has focused on our state budget.  California is struggling to close a $24.3 billion budget 

gap and according to Moodyõs Investor Service faces the prospect of a downgrade in its credit   

rating if the state's legislature fails to act quickly to adopt a budget.  According to a spokesman for 

Governor Schwarzenegger òIt's another clear warning from the financial markets that there will be 

substantial and costly consequences if the Legislature does not send the Governor a budget that he 
can sign."  The state's current A2 credit rating is Moody's sixth-highest investment grade and makes 

California the lowest rated of the 50 states. The A2 rating is just five notches above speculative 
status and Moody's raised the potential for the rating to tumble toward "junk" status. Moody's said 

California's leasing debt and other state-related debt are also on review, affecting a total of $72 

billion of debt.  In a press release Wednesday the State Controller announced that he will be forced 

to issue registered warrants, also known as IOUs beginning July 2nd if immediate budget and cash 

solutions are not quickly adopted by the Governor and the Legislature. The press release goes on to 
state that payment categories protected by the State Constitution, federal law and court decision 

will receive regular payments in July. All other general fund payments will be paid with IOUs. These 
include payments to local governments for social services, private contractors, state vendors,   

income and corporate tax refunds, and payments for State operations including legislative per diem. 

We will take a summer hiatus and resume our monthly luncheon meetings once again  in September.  

I hope you all have a great summer.                                                                            Regards, Cheryl 



July and August 

No Chapter Luncheons will be held 

September 7 

RSVP for the September Luncheon 

September 9 

September LuncheonñTopic and Location Pending 

October 2-3 

Regional Fall Forum in San Francisco 

 

October 12 

RSVP for October Luncheon 

October 14 

October LuncheonñTOD/BART in Pleasant HillñRestaurant location 
pending 

November 16 

RSVP for November Luncheon 

November 18ñnote date change due to Veteranõs Day 11/11/09  

November LuncheonñJoint IRWA/Appraisal Institute Forum 
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Region 1 Fall Forum Update 

 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñJuly through November 

Chapter 2 will be hosting the Region 1 Fall Forum on October 2 and 3 in San Francisco.  Below is a preliminary itinerary listing the events 

over the two-day forum.   

If you or your company would like to support the IRWA by being a Chapter Sponsor,  please consider sponsoring or co-

sponsoring one of the items listed below by sponsoring an entire item or donating a set dollar amount to the Chapter. 

 

Possible Sponsorship Items:  

Friday evening reception  

Lanyards/name tags  

Material bags, pens, etc,  

Saturday Continental Breakfast  
Saturday Lunch  

Saturday P.M. refreshment  

Bay cruise  

Donate a set dollar amount for one or more of these items 

 

Preliminary Itinerary:  

Friday 10/2/09, Noon-4:00: Steinhart Aquarium to learn about green building (CE credit)  

Friday 10/2/09, 6:00 to 9:00: Wine/Cheese Reception featuring regional fare at the Marriott Union Square  

Saturday 10/3/09, 7:00-8:00: Continental Breakfast in meeting room at Marriott Union Square 

Saturday 10/3/09, 8:00-4:30: Regional Meeting at Marriott Union Square 

Saturday 10/3/09, 6:00ñ?: Cruise on the Bay  

 

Please contact Chapter President Cheryl Sousa if you would like to become a sponsor at csous@pw.cccounty.us.  Thanks. 

 Member Matters 

Membership 

Changes to your contact information should be made through IRWA  Headquarters.  Please notify HQ with your updated information by  

contacting Bonnie Gray at gray@irwaonline.org and please let Membership Chair, Wayne Prescott, know of your changes via e-mail at: 

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net.   Name tags can be obtained by contacting Pam Thompson at pamthompson2000@comcast.net. 

mailto:gray@irwaonline.org
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings5@astound.net or  
vcummings@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Secretary 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Advertising 
Erik Woodhouse,  

Burchard & Rinehart  
erik@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Awards/Elections 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 

Jean Novotny, CEA,  
Novotny Machinery 

jnovotny@sbcglobal.net 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Elizabeth Engle,  
Santa Clara Valley Water District 

eengle@valleywater.org 
Open Seat 

__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Open Seat 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Local Public Agency 
Maria Cresci, SR/WA,  

Alameda County 
mariac@acpwa.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Bernadette Lambert, 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

blamber@bart.gov 
__________________________________ 

Pipeline 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development (2 Chairs) 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 
 

Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
 

 
 
 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Retired Members 

David Simmons, Jr., SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

valuerdave@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Technology 

Craig Fries,  
Precision Simulation 

CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Rick Jones, SR/WA,  

bikejones48@sbcglobal.net 
_______________________________ 

Valuation (2 Chairs) 
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications (2 Chairs) 

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired1@gmail.com 
 

Suzanne Sullivan,  
Real Estate Services 

suzanne988@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members 
__________ 

 
Please consider serving on a Chapter 
Committee.  Please notify an Executive 

Board Member if you are interested. 
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NOTICE TO ALL PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS  
Request for Proposals  

#09-PCJPB-SAMTR-P-065 
 

The San Mateo County Transit District and the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board, collectively referred to as 
Agency or Agencies, is preparing a list of potential Proposers for the following future Project: 

 

PROVIDE REAL ESTATE APPRAISAL AND REAL ESTATE APPRAISAL REVIEWER SERVICES  
 

The Agency is soliciting Proposals from qualified firms to provide on-call Contractor services under its Planning and   
Development Division in the area of Real Estate appraisal and appraisal review.  These firms will create a ñpoolò of up to 
six Contractors which will service any or all of the Agencies on an on-call/as-needed basis. There are no guarantees as 
to the amount of services to be given to the selected pool of Contractors. The Agencies do not guarantee a minimum 
amount of work. When one or more of the Agencies determine that a Contractorôs services under the Agreement are 
needed, services will be ordered on an as-needed basis. The categories of services are: 
 

Real Estate Appraisal Services 
Real Estate Appraisal Reviewer 

 
If your firm is interested in receiving detailed information with regard to the above referenced solicitation, please visit our 
website and register for receipt of an electronic version of this solicitation and any updates at www.samtrans.com 

(Navigation: Bids & Contracts>Register Now). For this solicitation, please select expertise ñAppraiser ò at a minimum. 

 
 

San Mateo County Transit District  
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board  

1250 San Carlos Ave  
San Carlos, CA 94070  

http://www.samtrans.com/
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Thanks to our Newsletter Sponsors for 2009 


