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Presidentõs Message 

Bayviews 
July 2011  

Of Noteé 

Meet our new executive 

board (page 2). 

No luncheons in July or 

August. 

 

Greetings Chapter Members! 

Although I am excited to be taking on the role as the 
new President for Chapter 2, I am also sad to see Tara 
Peterson leave as President. She took on the         
Presidentôs role for 18 months while we transitioned from 
the calendar year to administrative year (July 1 to June 
30) for elections of our board and should be commended 
for the phenomenal job she did.  She has been very 

dedicated to addressing issues that were presented to our Chapter in not-so-good     
economic times for public agencies as well as not-for-profit associations such as IRWA. 
As we continue on with our rocky economy, public agencies face another year of big 
challenges and changes with Senate and Assembly bills that will impact all of us         
regarding future retirement with pensions, spiking and raising the minimum retirement 

age along with continued layoffs in the down economy. 

 

This yearôs Educational Conference was held in Atlanta, Georgia June 12-15. Tara and 
Eric Roman attended the event as our Chapter 2 representatives. International brought 
forward a ballot to increase membership dues by $10 (currently the cost is $195 for new 
members with a $25 application fee). Our local chapter dues are currently $10 and     
although we have discussed raising them to $20, the Board has decided to keep local 

dues where they are for now.  

 

I feel honored to have the opportunity to be the 2011-2012 President for our local      
chapter. As I say good-bye to Tara and Treasurer Vern Cummings I am excited to      
welcome and officially introduce our new board. I am honored to be serving as President 
along with some outstanding individuals, Eric Roman, Vice President, Chad Wakefield, 
Treasurer and Lisa Robertson, Secretary. I am looking forward to an exciting year and 

luncheons with some great speakers and new venues! 

 

Kathleen 
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Chapter News:  New Board Introductions 

President, Kathleen West.  Kathleen graduated from California State University, East Bay and   
received her BA in Sociology along with her Paralegalôs Certificate from Saint Maryôs College and a 
MA in Counseling Psychology from John F. Kennedy University.  Although she is still fairly new to 
the public sector, her background was the perfect fit for Right-of-Way with experience as a paralegal 
and as a real estate broker.  Her government career began in 2005 when she took a position with 
the City Attorneyôs Office for the City of San Jose as a legal analyst. She then moved into the Public 
Works Division in 2007 as a Real Property Agent and in 2008 accepted a position as a Senior Right-
of-Way Agent for Central Contra Costa Sanitary District. Kathleen has been involved with IRWA 

since 2007 and is looking forward to obtaining her SR/WA designation in early 2012. 

 

 

Vice President, Eric Roman.  Eric Roman, R/W-AC, is the Appraisal Manager with Associated Right 

of Way Services, Inc. (AR/WS) in Pleasant Hill.  He has been with AR/WS since 2005 and has been 

a real estate appraiser since 1991.  A San Francisco native, after serving as an exchange student to 

Peru in high school and attending college in Great Britain, Eric returned home to earn a degree at UC 

Berkeley in Sociology.  Elected to Chapter 2ôs Executive Board in 2009, he is excited to continue  

promoting the professionalism of the Right of Way Industry through the IRWA. 

 

 

Treasurer, Chad Wakefield.  Chad leads Overland, Pacific and Cutlerôs (OPC) Bay Area operations 

in Oakland. He and his team manage acquisition and relocation work for public and private sector 

clients. Prior to joining OPC, Chad managed the Fresno Redevelopment Agencyôs affordable    

housing department and was an acquisition manager in the home building industry. He holds a  

Masters Degree in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Colorado and a Bachelors of 

Science in City Planning from New Mexico State University. Chad has been involved with IRWA and 

Chapter 2 since 2009; and previously was the Chapterôs Hospitality Chair. 

 

 

 

Secretary, Lisa Robertson.  Lisa is excited to take on this position as Secretary for Chapter 2.   

She graduated from UC Berkeley with a degree in Economics and in early 2008 started working 

for the Department of Transportation as a Right of Way Agent.  She passed the Right of Way         

associates exam in May 2010.  In late 2010 an opportunity was presented to Lisa to work as a 

Right of Way Agent for Central Contra Costa Sanitary District.  She has been fortunate to have 

been able to take numerous IRWA courses and expects to receive her SR/WA designation 

sometime in 2013. 
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members July 1, 2011ñWelcome to our New Board 

President/International Director 
Kathleen West, 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

eroman@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

_________________________________ 
Secretary 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
_________________________________ 

Advertising 
Erik Woodhouse,  

Burchard & Rinehart  
erik@burchardandrinehart.com 

Kevin Larson, 
Burchard & Rinehart  

kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset & Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Communication & Marketing 

Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  
Nossaman, LLP 

mthornton@nossaman.com 
________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 

Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County  

mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Denise Jackson 

Associated Right of Way Services 
djackson@arws.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@sanleandro.org 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@sanleandro.org 
__________________________________ 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 

Professional Development  
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 

 
George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Young Professionals 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
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Eminent Domain Comment, by Andrew J.  Turner   

What should an appraiser do if the public project for which the property is being acquired (and      
appraised) has affected the value of that property? Ignore that effect, sometimes . This is              
established law but something that is often overlooked in eminent domain appraisals. 
  
Section 1263.330 of the California Code of Civil Procedure, which governs eminent domain         
appraisals, provides as follows: 
  
"The fair market value of the property taken shall not include any increase or decrease in the value 
of the property that is attributable to any of the following: 
 
(a) The project for which the property is taken. 
(b) The eminent domain proceeding in which the property is taken. 
(c) Any preliminary actions of the plaintiff relating to the taking of the property." 
Government Code section 7267.2 provides a similar rule. 
  
So why do I say sometimes ? Because there is an exception. The appraiser should not always     
ignore the positive effect   the project has had on the value of the subject property (i.e., project    
enhancement).   
  
In Merced Irrigation District v. Woolstenhulme (1971) 4 C3d 478, the California Supreme Court     
explained when "project enhancement" should be considered by an appraiser in the eminent domain 
setting.   
 
"During that period when it was not likely that his land would be condemned, the fair market value of 
the property may have appreciated because of anticipation that the land would partake in the       
advantages of the proposed project. The owner would be entitled to such increase in value. On the 
other hand, once it becomes reasonably foreseeable that the land is likely to be condemned 
for the improvement, 'project enhancement,' for all practical purposes, ceases. Thus, in     
computing 'just compensation' in such a case, a jury should only consider the increase in value    
attributable to the project up until the time when it became probable that the land would be needed 
for the improvement." (Bold added.)(Id. at 497-498.) 
 
Why is this fair? The Court in Woolstenhulme explained it as follows:  
"We have determined that it would be unfair, in computing just compensation, to eliminate the      
appreciation in market value which a specific piece of property in fact enjoyed before it was         
designated for condemnation, since that would in effect deny to the owner the market value of his 
property prior to the time it was pinpointed for taking." (Id. at 484.) 
 
(See also, People ex rel Department of Water Resources v. Andresen (1987) 193 CA 3d 1144, 1153-1154 and City of 
San Diego v. Barratt Am. Inc. (2005) 128 CA4th 917, 940-945.)  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Andrew J. Turner is a partner with Downey Brand, LLP.  He can be reached at ajturner@downeybrand.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=8g7bczdab&et=1105685449867&s=1810&e=001eS7Gk7v292Y93AezN3RjMGVkSqADrJzRDQg3kkrTTYHKUTqOKWz8uyy8WowmF--c2pC68jeruPcgu710He7_BMJWgd6UlvCIEKCLrOqDKLIhZJNGYgFn83SHU5GxfJWcYUvV_gUqheZ8cV1Ualfa9TTgIx_lsHikh4PY_4mCiVOhhtKXifM9oAJ1jajCAE


Page 5 - Bayviews 

International News:  Annual Education Conference, by Tara Peterson 

Chapter 2 was well represented at the Annual Education Conference held at the Hilton Hotel 
in Atlanta (pictured below) on June 12-15.  Chapter 2ôs members in attendance included:  Eric 
Roman, R/W-AC, Alan Louie, SR/WA, Beth Bissell, Joe Magdaleno, Larry Castellanos, SR/
WA, Rory MacNeil, SR/WA, Rick Hernandez, SR/WA, and myself.  Atlanta proved to be a 
warm place, both literally and figuratively, with daily temperatures in the 90ôs and high           

humidity, well deserving of the nickname ñHotlantaò. 

Eric Roman started his adventure on Sunday by attending the First Timers luncheon. Then Eric 
joined his AR/WS colleagues to work the booth in the Exhibit Hall.  The Exhibit Hall offers attendees 
free gifts and drawings for prizes.  I appreciated the free chocolate.  Then the conference really got 
going with the Opening Ceremony featuring speaker Larry Winget.  Larry is known for his no-
nonsense and humorous approach to challenges and was very entertaining. After the ceremony, 
Eric and I  attended the Region 1 Caucus and got right to business.  The ñhotò topics discussed 
were the items to be voted on at Wednesdayôs Board of Directors Meeting, including: 1) the        
increase in dues; 2)  rotation of future annual conferences by region; and 3) the introduction of    

incoming IEC secretary candidates.   

On Monday, the educational sessions began in earnest.  There were a number of sessions from which to choose.  I     
attended the Awards Luncheon.  That evening, the live auction and Casino Night took place. Trips were auctioned off.  
Our Region 1 donated the most money, so our trip to Hawaii received the highest bid. The Casino Night seemed very  
successful, with a large crowd enticed by blackjack, poker and craps.  Successful gamblers bought raffle tickets with their 

winnings for trips and prizes.   

Tuesday began with the SR/WA recognition breakfast.  The speaker at the breakfast was Ronda Rich, an funny southern 
lady with a lot of charm and books to sell.  Another round of educational sessions and a golf tournament was offered.  I 
attended the Chapter Leadership Session as the Chapter 2 representative to discuss how we achieved success with our 
on-line course participation.  Most of us agreed that the economy and increase in number of on-line classes offered were 
what drove the increase in on-line course attendance. That evening, we welcomed the new International President, Randy 
Williams, at a reception held in his honor.  Then Eric and I joined a number of Region 1 members for a real southern meal 

at a local restaurant.  What an adventure! 

Wednesday was the last day of the event.  Eric started the day off by participating in the Finnegan Fun Run and the     
Incoming Chapter Leadership luncheon.  The Board of Directorôs meeting was held that afternoon.  Highlights of the  
meeting included:  1) Passage of the $10 dues increase; 2) Selection of Nashville, Tennessee 
for the Annual Conference in 2016; 3) Rejection of the proposal to limit where conferences 
can be held by instituting a regional rotation; 4) Selection of Wayne Goss as the new IEC 

Secretary.  That evening, the Banquet and Dance was held. 

Your Chapter Leaders were actively engaged in the event.  Eric fearlessly spoke to Region 
and International leaders about issues concerning our chapter and was very vocal about 
chapter issues.  Way to go Eric! I volunteered to be on Local Public Agency Committee now 
that my Chapter presidency is ending.  My thanks to all the Chapter 2 members who          

participated so fully in the event.    

 

Alan Louie leads a Wireless             

Communications Session on 

Wednesday 



Chapter 2 Past Presidentõs Celebration and Executive Board Swearing In 
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Chapter 2 Member Calendar:  July to October 

July and August 
No Luncheons 
 
September 12  
Deadline to RSVP for September Luncheon 
 
September 14 
Luncheon 
Speaker:  Matt Henderson of Miller Starr Regalia 
Topic:  Will speak about a recent case 
Location:  1515 in Walnut Creek (1515 Main Street) 

October 1 
Region 1 Fall Forum in San Jose 
 
October 10 
Deadline to RSVP for October Luncheon 
 
October 12 
Luncheon 
Speakers: Gale Conner & Michael Thornton of Nossaman 
Topic: TBD 
Location: Il Fornaio in Walnut Creek 

On June 8 at Pyramid Alehouse in Berkeley, Chapter 2     

celebrated and thanked some of its past presidents for their 

service to the chapter.  From left to right are:  Steve           

Castellano, SR/WA, Debra Baker, SR/WA, Karen Couto,    

SR/WA, Jerry Moran and Vern Cummings, SR/WA. 

 

The luncheon featured a presentation by Uche Udemezue of 

the City of San Leandro, who shared his story of success and 

service and encouraged us all to volunteer when we can and 

to promote the IRWA at every opportunity. 

 

Our new Executive Board for 2011-2012 beginning July 1 was 

sworn in to office by Jim Finnegan, past International       

President.  From left to right are:  Jim Finnegan, SR/WA,  

Kathleen West, President: Eric Roman, R/W-AC, Vice     

President; Chad Wakefield, Treasurer; Lisa Robertson,      

Secretary; Debra Baker, SR/WA, PDC Chair; and Steve    

Castellano, PDC Chair.   

 

Congratulations and thanks to everyone. 



Region 1 News:  At the International Conference in Atlanta 
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Newsletter Sponsors 

Region 1 received two awards at the Annual Conference for its chapter newsletters.  The first award went to the San 

Diego Chapter 11 for the Newsletter of the Year for Large Chapters.  The second award went to the Las Vegas Chapter 

44 for Newsletter of the Year for Small Chapters.  Congratulations to the deserving newsletter editors Cynthia Colburn and 

Julie Andersen. 

San Diego chapter representatives were very busy at the event     

gathering information for when they hold the Annual Conference in 

2015.  It seems a long way off, but they seem determined to get much 

of the work done early to provide the best conference they can. 

Pictured to the right are some of our Region 1 representatives who 

attended the conference.  From the right is Cathy Springford, incoming      

President of the Central Coast Chapter 47, Janet Motha, the incoming 

President of the San Jose Chapter 42, Eric Roman, our incoming Vice 

President, and David Thornburgh, the outgoing President of the    

Central Coast Chapter 47. 
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Newsletter Sponsors 
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Newsletter Sponsors  



Newsletter Sponsors  

Page 10 - Bayviews 


