
Items of Special Interest: 

Ʒ  Chapter Bylaws Amended 
and Approved by Chapter 
members 2/10/10 

Ʒ  Chapter  2 is hosting a 
class  - IRWA 504.  See the 
flyer inside this newsletter 
for details 
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M a r c h  Lu n c h e o n 

 



March 8 
Last day to RSVP for March Luncheon 
 
March 10 
Luncheon:  Goodwill 101 by Ricardo GoŒi of DM&A 
Location:  Aroma, Alameda 
 
March 20 
Region 1 Spring Forum in San Diego 
 
April 12  
Last day to RSVP for April Luncheon 
 

April 14 
Luncheon:  Relocation with Ceci Melanson and Karen    
Eddleman 
Location:  Back Forty Texas BBQ, Pleasant Hill 
 
April 15 and 16 
IRWA Course 504-Computing Replacement Housing 
Payments Location:  Pleasant Hill 
 
May 12 
Luncheon:  The Leaseback Conundrum by David Skinner 
of Meyers Nave      Location:  Fremont 
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Chapter 2 Member CalendarñMarch thru May 

Dear Chapter Members: 
 
Thanks to everyone who attended the February luncheon in Berkeley where our amended Chapter Bylaws were        
approved.  This action finalized the Chapterôs change in administrative year from calendar to fiscal that matches that of 
International.  Congratulations also to Rick Hernandez, who won the Presidentõs Draw.  If you want to win the money, 
please come to a Chapter luncheon and bring your name tag.  Thanks to Gale Conner and Michael Thornton of      
Nossaman, LLP, for their informative presentation on Prejudgment Possession.  Chapter members who were unable 
to attend may request a copy of the PowerPoint  presentation by contacting me. 
 

March brings with it a luncheon on the 10th at Aroma Restaurant in Alameda, where Ricardo Goñi of DM&A will speak 

on the subject of Goodwill.  This should be an interesting topic.  Also in March is the Region 1 Spring Forum that will 
be attended by your Chapter President and Vice President.  The San Diego chapter is hosting the event.  We will let you 
know of any interesting tidbits we learn while there. 
 
April promises to be a busy month for the Chapter.  On April 14, Ceci Melanson and Karen Eddleman, both experts on 
the subject of Relocation, will make a presentation at our Chapter luncheon.  This luncheon will be held in Pleasant Hill 
at the popular Back Forty Restaurant.  Then, over the following two days, April 15 and 16, Ceci will be facilitating the first 
IRWA class our Chapter is holding this year.  The class is Course 504ñComputing Replacement Housing Payments.  
Those who calculate relocation payments should plan to attend this course in Pleasant Hill.  See the flyer on Page 4 for 
more information.  
 
Iôve recently been working toward renewing my SR/WA designation.  The process is teaching me a lot that I thought I 
would share with you.  First, candidates need to keep up with their educational requirements and not leave everything 
until the last minute.  Second, attending the Annual Education Conference is a great way to earn credit.  Third, taking an 
on-line IRWA class is really easy to do, and I saved 10% by signing up before the March 31st promotional deadline.  
Fourth, IRWA Headquarters is really responsive and helpful when needed.  Finally, your Chapter representatives and 
fellow members are always available to assist with advice and guidance. 
All the best,  Tara 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Awards/Elections 

Pam Thompson 
PamThompson2000@comcast.net  

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Bernadette Lambert 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

BLamber@bart.gov 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

chadwakefield@opcservices.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

__________________________________ 
Pipeline 

Sue Evans,  
Coates Field Service 

srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 
__________________________________ 

Professional Development (2 Chairs) 
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Relocation (2 Chairs) 

Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmelanson@opcservices.com 
Karen Eddleman 

Associated Right of Way Services 
keddleman@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Retired Members 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Valuation (2 Chairs) 
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members for 

2010 
__________ 

 

 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net
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Chapter 2  is pleased  to     

present:   IRWA Course 504  
Computing Replacement Housing Payments  

 

Computing Replacement Housing Payments.  This advanced relocation course is designed for participants 

with a thorough knowledge and experience implementing the Uniform Act.  Realistic and complex situations 

are used as if the participants have been assigned to a small project requiring the relocation of the occupants 

of twelve residential properties.  The household surveys have been conducted and a copy of each interview 

sheet is contained in the materials provided.  The participants will be acting as the individuals assigned to 

complete the replacement housing payments.   

 

Prerequisites:  IRWA Course 501 is highly recommended, or at least two years experience.  

 

Topics: 

 The importance of collecting the pertinent information at the interview stage 

 Replacement Housing Payments for 90-day occupants and less than 90-day occupants 

 Aliens not lawfully present 

 Replacement Housing Payments for 180-day owner occupants 

 Legal reference ς the Uniform Relocation Assistant and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 

(Public Law 91-646) as amended 

 Regulatory Reference 49CFR Part 24 

 

When:  April 15, 2010 ς April 16, 2010 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily 

Where:  Associated Right of Way Services Accommodations: Courtyard by Marriott 

  2300 Contra Costa Bl.      2250 Contra Costa Bl. 

2nd Floor Conference Room     Pleasant Hill, CA 

Pleasant Hill, CA      (925) 691-1444 

(925) 691-8500      Regular Rate: $129 

          Govt. Rate: $84 

Cost:  $415 before 3/18/10    $435 after 3/18/10 

 

Course Instructor: Cecelia Melanson, SR/WA  

Register: Online at www.irwaonline.org, by phone at (310) 538-0233 x 138, or by Fax at (310) 538-1471, or 

through the coordinator. 

Course Coordinator:  Alesia Strauch, AR/WS, (925) 691-8500 or email: astrauch@arws.com 
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IRWA Credentialing Programs 


