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The views and opinions expressed in the articles in 
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opinions of Chapter 2 or its members. 

 March Luncheon 

Bayviews 
March 2011 

 

Of Noteé 

Course 501 being offered in 

Martinez May 3-4. 

 

See Page 8ñad from Wendel, 

Rosen that your editor forgot 

to include in Januaryõs and   

Februaryõs issues, oops. 

 



March 1-4 
Course 100 in Martinez 
 
March 5 
Region 1 Spring Forum in Phoenix, AZ 
 
March 7 
RSVP for March Luncheon 
 
March 9  
Luncheon.  Rick Hernandez, SR/WA, presents:    

Where is My Easement and What Does it Do? 
Location:  El Charro in Lafayette 
Note:  Vote on Chapter Bylaws  
 
April 11 
RSVP for April Luncheon 
 
April 13 
Joint Chapter 2/42 Luncheon.  
Tom Donovan of OPC presents:  Utility Coordination  
Location:  Sakiôs Spin-A-Yarn in Fremont 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñMarch thru April 

Dear Chapter Members: 

Thanks to Claudia Gorham of Meyers Nave for her timely and informative presentation at the February luncheon.   

I wanted to tell you the latest about possibly updating the Chapter Bylaws and increasing Chapter dues in 2012 from $10 to $20.  First, 

thanks to those who provided insightful comments.  Everyone who submitted comments provided positive feedback on this proposal and I 

am grateful to those who expressed their opinions.  Your Executive Board represents you, our members, and keeps that in mind with every 

action it takes.   

Based on your input, we have drafted new bylaws for your approval.  I will forward them to everyone via e-mail soon for your comments 

before we vote.  We will conduct a final discussion and vote at the luncheon in March.   Please join us if you can to cast your vote. 

We held a Board Meeting on February 9th prior to the luncheon.  Please see the minutes on Page 4.  At that meeting, we focused our     

attention on the pressing matters concerning Outreach, Professional Development and Education.  With the new ROW Professional 

Career Path developed by International in mind, the Chapter is striving to provide you and others in the right of way industry with the   

support and guidance you need to reach your professional goals, none more than your PDC Chairs Steve Castellano, SR/WA, and Debra 

Baker, SR/WA.   

An important part of reaching your professional goals is to take the courses you need, close by and when you need them.  But, holding 

courses locally continues to be a challenge due to the high cost and low demand.  While holding a successful course brings in much needed 

revenue to the Chapter, we struggle to have enough students enrolled just to break even.  Your Education Chairs, Molly Mullin, SR/WA, 

and Michele Trecek, SR/WA, are working hard to find ways to offer the courses you need while not breaking the Chapterõs bank.  We thank    

Central Contra Costa County Sanitary District for offering space at the facility in Martinez for three upcoming IRWA classes at no 

charge to the Chapter.  Without this support, we simply could not afford to hold classes.   Please contact Molly or Michele if you or someone 

you know needs a class, and when we send out announcements, seriously consider attending or sending the announcement along to those 

you think can  benefit from the class.   

As I enter my last few months as your President, I encourage you to contact me if there is anything I or the Board can do for you. I look 

forward to seeing you at the luncheon in March in Lafayette for the òWhere is My Easement and What Does it Do?ó presentation by our 

own Rick Hernandez, SR/WA.         All the best,  Tara 
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Chapter 2 Board Membersñnote new e-mail address for Bernadette Lambert 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
Kevin Larson, 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset & Property Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Communication & Marketing 
Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  

Nossaman, LLP 
mthornton@nossaman.com 

________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 
Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 

Contra Costa County  
mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Pam Thompson 

PamThompson2000@comcast.net 
 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 

 
George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net
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Board Meeting MinutesñMeeting of 2/9/2011  

Attendees: Tara Peterson, President   Molly Mullin, Education  
  Kathleen West, Vice President  Michele Trecek, Education 
  Vern Cummings, Treasurer   Michael Thornton, Communication & Marketing 
  Eric Roman, Secretary   Steve Castellano, Professional Development  
       Debra Baker, Professional Development   
              
     
 
Location: Jackôs Restaurant, 60 Crescent Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA 
   
1. IRWA Chapter 2 Board Meeting called to order at 10:30 a.m. 

 
2. Discussion regarding Communications and Marketing.  Mike Thornton, Communication & Marketing Chair, discussed organizational  

targets for outreach of IRWA membership benefits and educational offerings.  He would like to start with large organizations such as BART, 
Caltrans, and appraisers.  Appraisers appear to be under represented in membership, but attend meetings and educational offerings.   

 
Suggestions and discussion concerning marketing materials and advice from the IRWA website and HQ staff were made.  Additionally,  
engineering groups and colleges were suggested as future potential outreach targets.  Action.  Mike will begin to target BART and Caltrans as 
well as individual appraisers that he comes into contact with concerning the benefits of IRWA.  Mike will also look for advice from both the 
IRWA website and others holding his same position in other chapters. 
 

3. Discussion regarding the new IRWA Career Path.  Some members are confused by the new Career Path.  Steve Castellano, Professional 
Development Chair, indicated that he is willing to give a short overview of the changes to the certification and designation program at an  
upcoming luncheon.  He indicated that the presentation would take less than the typical time allotted to a speaker at our monthly meetings.  
Action.  Steve will develop a presentation to be given in conjunction with another speaker/topic at an upcoming luncheon, possibly in May.  
Steve will notify the newsletter editor once he is ready to schedule it so it can be advertised.   
 

4. Discussion concerning Coordinating Chapter 2 Classes with Career Path.  Molly Mullin and Michele Trecek, Education Chairs, are  
working to provide classes that are needed by Chapter members.  They are also working on classes that for candidates seeking the new URL 
certification.  CCCSD is providing space for class offerings:  Courses 100, 501 and the SR/WA review and exam are currently on track and 
scheduled for this year.  These classes were chosen based on the expressed needs of Chapter 2 members and are expected to be well   
attended enough to cover expenses.  Action.  Molly will forward course brochures from Headquarters to the Newsletter Editor ASAP to market 
the classes. 

 
Molly expressed the need to increase the number of Chapter 2 members who are certified Class Coordinators and Facilitators.  Both of these 
certifications are being updated at the International level.  

 
5. Discussion regarding member name badges with our new logo.  Vern Cummings, Treasurer, obtained bids for a variety of name badge 

options that contain our new Chapter logo.  Discussion regarding badges with our logo and pre-printed names compared to blank badges with 
only our logo that names may be added to by our Membership Committee.   Additional discussion regarding fastening devices/methods.   
Action.  Vern will provide a more detailed cost estimate including the charges for fasteners and additional name runs.  Vern will also attempt 
to get a more authentic sample from the contractor.  
 

6. Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
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IRWA Young Professionals 
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Course 501ñResidential Relocation Assistance  
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Member Matters 

Newsletter Sponsors 

Welcome to new Chapter 2 member Jenice Correa of PG&E. 

 

Congratulations to David Skinner, Esq., of Meyers Nave, pictured to the right.  David was 

promoted to Managing Partner at Meyers Nave on January 1, 2011.  David has been with 

Meyers Nave since 1991 and is head of the eminent domain practice.  He will continue to 

stay active in the eminent domain area, and promises to stay involved with the IRWA.   

See the ad below if you want to contact David. 
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Newsletter Sponsors ð See Wendel Rosenõs adñinadvertently left out of previous issues 


