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May Luncheon 



May 1 

Course 403 Easement Valuation 

 

May 11 
RSVP for May Luncheon 

 

May 13 

Luncheon ñ Keep Your Resolutions:  The Marina Tower         

Decision and Resolutions of  Necessity ñ Gale Connor and     

Michael Thornton, Speakers ñ Venue: Englander,  San Leandro 
 

 
 

 

 

June 1-5 

Course 401  Appraisal of Partial  Acquisitions 

 

June 8 
RSVP for June Luncheon  

 

June 10 

Past Presidentõs Celebrationñ 4:00 p.m. Pyramid Brewery, Walnut 

Creek 

 

June 28ð July 1 

Annual International Education Conference 
 

July and August 

No Chapter Luncheons will be held 
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Presidentõs Message 

 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñMay through August 

Dear Chapter Members:  
 
It was great to have such a large turn out at our April luncheon to hear Rod Diridonôs presentation 
regarding high speed rail transportation.  It was both timely and informative.   
 
Tara Peterson, Molly Mullin and I attended the Region 1 Spring Forum in Universal City recently.  
Each spring and fall, the Presidents and Vice Presidents of each IRWA Chapter meet to report on 
the state of the local chapters and receive information on Regional and National IRWA policies and 
events.  While the overall economic health of all of the chapters was strong, the common theme 
among the chapters was concern with the current economic conditions and how those conditions 
might affect their members next year.  We also gained valuable information regarding education, so 
look for more classes to be held in our area in the future.  If you would like to see a particular class 
given locally, please contact our education chair, Molly Mullin, or myself. 
 
Our Past Presidentôs Luncheon will be a bit different this year.  We are planning a 4:00 p.m. mixer 
at the Pyramid Brewery in Walnut Creek.  This should be a fun time to celebrate our past         
Presidents.  Please mark the time on your calendars. 
 
Michael Thornton and Gale Connor of Nossaman, LLP will speak at our May 
luncheon which will be held at the Englander in San Leandro.  The topic will 
be ñKeep Your Resolutions:  the Marina Tower Decision and Resolutions of 
Necessity.ò  I hope to see you all there. 
 
Regards,  Cheryl  
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings5@astound.net or  
vcummings@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Secretary 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Advertising 
Erik Woodhouse,  

Burchard & Rinehart  
erik@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Awards/Elections 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 

Jean Novotny, CEA,  
Novotny Machinery 

jnovotny@sbcglobal.net 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Elizabeth Engle,  
Santa Clara Valley Water District 

eengle@valleywater.org 
Open Seat 

__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Open Seat 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Local Public Agency 
Maria Cresci, SR/WA,  

Alameda County 
mariac@acpwa.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Bernadette Lambert, 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

blamber@bart.gov 
__________________________________ 

Pipeline 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development (2 Chairs) 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 
 

Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
 

 
 
 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Retired Members 

David Simmons, Jr., SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

valuerdave@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Technology 

Craig Fries,  
Precision Simulation 

CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Rick Jones, SR/WA,  

bikejones48@sbcglobal.net 
_______________________________ 

Valuation (2 Chairs) 
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications (2 Chairs) 

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired1@gmail.com 
 

Suzanne Sullivan,  
Real Estate Services 

suzanne988@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members 
__________ 

 
Please consider serving on a Chapter 
Committee.  Please notify an Executive 

Board Member if you are interested. 
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Local Course Offering  

Chapter 2  is pleased  to  present:  
IRWA Course 401  Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions  

 
 

The Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions .  This advanced course for the experienced appraiser deals with the special  
problems of the valuation of partial acquisitions, both fee and easement.  The participant will learn various accepted   
appraisal methods in order to best determine the approach that is needed in any particular situation. 
 
Topics:  

How to determine and appraise the larger parcel 
Techniques for appraising the part acquired 
How to identify and measure various types of damages 
How to value the remainder after acquisition  
Special benefits-ways to handle 
Straight before and after-how, why & when 

 

When:   June 1, 2009 ï June 5, 2009  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily 

 
Where:  Contra Costa County Public Works  Accommodations:  Concord Hilton 
  255 Glacier Drive       1970 Diamond Blvd. 

Martinez, CA 94553      Concord, CA 94520  
(925) 313-2252       (925) 827-2000 

         Rate: $102 + Tax 
Cost:   $755/Member    $935/Non-Member 
 
Course Instructor:  James H. Finnegan, SR/WA  
Jim Finnegan is Senior Vice President of the Western Division of Universal Field Services, Inc.  Mr. Finnegan spent over 
20 years with the California Department of Transportation, having held several top management positions including that 
of Chief Appraiser.  Mr. Finnegan has held several IRWA committee positions including having served on the             
Associationsô International Executive Committee and was the 2006-2007 International President of the Association. 

 

Register:  Online at www.irwaonline.org , by phone at (310) 538-0233 x 138, or by Fax at (310) 538-1471, or through 
the coordinator. 

 

Course Coordinator :  Cheryl Sousa, Contra Costa County Public Works Department, (925) 313-2252, Fax (925) 646-

0288, e-mail csous@pw.cccounty.us   

 

AQB Credits:  The Appraiser Qualifications Board has reviewed and approved this course for the following: 34.25 hours 
QE, 34.25 hours CE/E, 31.25 hours CE, Classroom through January 19, 2010. 

 

This course has been approved for California OREA Credit.  

http://www.irwaonline.org
mailto:csous@pw.cccounty.us
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Local Course Offering 

Chapter 2  is pleased  to  present:  
IRWA Course 403  Easement Valuation  

 

Easement Valuation is a one day course that is both practical and hands-on.  Participants will learn specific methods of procedures to 

measure and value property before and after an encumbrance, as well as damages, if any result.  It is highly recommended that participants 

take Course 400ñPrincipals of Real Estate Appraisal, or equivalent, prior to attending this class. 

 

Topics:   

The Nature of Easements, Bundle of Rights, Easements vs. Licenses, En gross vs. Appurtenant, Creation/Duration, Residuals and 

Reversion Interests 

The 2 Approaches to Valuation:  Before and After (Federal Rule), value of the part taken plus damages (State Rule) 

Steps in the appraisal process (State Rule):  How to value the whole larger parcel, when the taking is typical of the whole, when the 

taking is not typical of the whole, how to value the part taken, use of paired sales, the Three Rõs 

Damages, Severance, Cost-to-Cure, Change in Highest and Best Use, Increased Cost of Operation, Restraints on Future Development 

How to Value Temporary Easements 

Appraisal of Special Easements, Scenic, Slope, Flood, Air Rights, others 
 

When:  Friday, May 1, 2009   8:00 a.m.ñ 5:00 p.m.  

Where:  Central Contra Costa Sanitary District   Accommodations: Concord Hilton 

  Multi Purpose Room      1970 Diamond Boulevard 

  5019 Imhoff Place       Concord, CA 94520 

  Martinez, CA 94553      (925) 827-2000 

  (925) 229-7117       Rate: $99 + tax (govt. rate) 
 

Cost:  $290/Member   $355/Non-Member Facilitator: Larry Castellanos, SR/WA 

Course Coordinator:   

  Molly Mullin, Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 

  (925) 229-7117 or Fax (925) 228-4624 or E-mail at mmullin@centralsan.org 

 

Register: On Line at www.irwaonline.org  
  Fax (310) 538-1471 

  Phone (310) 538-0233 x 138 

  Through the Coordinator 
 

This just in:  Lunch will be provided free of charge to all attendees. 
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IRWA NewsñAnnual Conference  

Membership 

Attention Unpaid Members:  To continue to enjoy the Chapter newsletter and the other benefits of membership in the IRWA, please submit your payment before the 

deadline. 

Changes to your contact information should be made through IRWA  Headquarters.  Please notify HQ with your updated information by contacting Bonnie Gray at 

gray@irwaonline.org, and please let Membership Chair,  Wayne Prescott, know of your changes via e-mail at: prescott@ValuationConsultant.net.   

 

Local Classes 

We are excited to offer IRWA Courses locally within the next two months.  Both classes are being offered in Martinez. 

 

Course 401, Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions, 6/1-6/5ñJim Finnegan, Instructor, at Contra Costa County Public Works, Class Coordinator:  Cheryl Sousa 

 

Course 403, Easement Valuation, 5/1ñLarry Castellanos, Instructor, at the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District, Class Coordinator:  Molly Mullin 

 

 Membership, Class and Event Matters 

Each year, IRWAõs Annual International Education Conference provides Right of Way professionals 

with unparalleled learning and networking opportunities.  With typically more than 1,000 registrants,         

attendees have the opportunity to learn about best practices, share project challenges and hear        

solutions from the industryõs leading professionals.    

Register for this yearõs conference in Indianapolis by May 29 for $100 in savings. 

  Full Registration Package includes: 

  Å Educational Breakout Sessions (Monday-Wednesday) 

  Å Opening Ceremony/General Session (Sunday) 

  Å Presidentõs Welcome Reception (Sunday) 

  Å Awards Luncheon (Monday) 

  Å Silent and Live Auction (Monday) 

  Å SR/WA Recognition Breakfast (Tuesday) 

  Å General Session with Guest Speaker (Wednesday) 

  Å Installation Reception/Banquet/Dance (Wednesday)    

  Å Meeting Breaks (Monday-Wednesday) 

  Å Continental Breakfasts (Monday and Wednesday) 

  Å IRWA EXPO (Sunday-Monday)     

Annual Conference 

June 28ñJuly 1 

Education Fast Track 
 

 

Go to irwaonline.org for more 

information... 

mailto:gray@irwaonline.org
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Thanks to our Newsletter Sponsors for 2009 


