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Bayviews 
May 2011  

 

Of Noteé 

Chapter 2 is recognized again!   

Chapter 2 received the award 

for most online attendance for 

large chapters.  Thanks to  

everyone who made this     

happen. 

 



May 9 Deadline to RSVP for May Luncheon 
 
May 11  
Luncheon 12:00 noon 
Michael Churchill presents:  Attorneys, Appraisers, 
Right of Way Agents and our Public Agency Clients 
Location:  Jackôs Restaurant, Pleasant Hill 
Board Meeting to be held at 10:00 
 
June 6 Deadline to RSVP for June Luncheon 
 

June 8  
Luncheon 12:00 noon 
Past Presidentõs Celebration/New Board Swearing in by 
Jim Finnegan and Luncheon with Presentation 
Uche Udemezue presents: California Public Policy:  An 
Immigrantõs Perspective 
Location:  Pyramid Alehouse, Berkeley 
 
June 12-15 
Annual Education Conference 
Location:  Atlanta, GA 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñMay thru June 

Dear Chapter Members: 

Happy spring to everyone.  I am very excited that I only have one more Presidentõs Message left before I pass off the baton to Kathleen 

West.  It has been a privilege to serve as your Chapter President and I appreciate the support of our members and committee chairs.  Now 

on to more important things. 

We had a wonderful time with our sister chapter (42) at the luncheon in April at our second annual joint luncheon.  Tom Donovanõs        

presentation on Utility Coordination was informative and enjoyable.  He is a very engaging speaker and if you have a chance to attend one 

of his events, I encourage you to do so.  

If any of you have ideas concerning topics, speakers or locations for our luncheons, we would appreciate your input.  Please contact       

Kathleen West at kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us.  Our luncheons are designed to provide our members with educational and networking 

opportunities along with a nice, affordable meal.   Your input into this process will help us plan these events into the future. 

We have two very important Committee Chair openings.  The first is our Hospitality Chair.  This chair arranges our luncheons and other 

events (July and August are off months) and this person should be available to attend our luncheons.  Chad Wakefield will be moving on to 

the Executive Board, and would like to relinquish these duties on July 1.  The second is Newsletter Editor.  I would like to be able to focus 

on creating the Chapter website once I am no longer President.  Starting July 1, I would like to spend time developing a website we can be 

proud of.  If there is someone out there interested in taking over the duties of publishing our Newsletter, or who could help design/

administer the website, Iõd like to hear from you.  Please contact me if you are interested in helping out with any of these activities. 

Under the leadership of our Education Chairs and Coordinators, weõve planned three IRWA courses for 2011.  The class in March and the 

one for May 3-4 both appear to be well attended.  The SR/WA Review and Test will take place in Martinez at the Central Contra Costa 

Sanitary District offices.  Thanks to our friends at the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District for donating their facility and to AR/WS 

for donating food.  Our Chapter is so much more because of the positive contributions of our members and our local 

organizations.  

Please plan to join us for our luncheon at Jackõs in May.  We will be holding a Board Meeting at 10:00 at the          

restaurant for those who wish to attend.   As an incentive, our Presidentõs Draw is up to $100 and you could be 

the winner!         All the best,  Tara 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=100000032240559
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings5@astound.net or  
vcummings@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Secretary 

Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

eroman@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Advertising 
Erik Woodhouse,  

Burchard & Rinehart  
erik@burchardandrinehart.com 

Kevin Larson, 
Burchard & Rinehart  

kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset & Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Communication & Marketing 

Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  
Nossaman, LLP 

mthornton@nossaman.com 
________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 

_________________________________ 
Education 

Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  
Retired 

mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 
 

Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County  

mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 
Historical & 75th Anniversary 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings5@astound.net or  
vcummings@arws.com 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cwakefield@opcservices.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Pam Thompson 

PamThompson2000@comcast.net 

 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cmmrelo.comcast.net 

 
Karen Eddleman 

Associated Right of Way Services 
keddleman@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Bernadette Lambert 
Braun & Jalbert 

Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 
 

George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 
Caltrans 

george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 
_______________________________ 

Utilities 
(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 

Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

kcouto@arws.com 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net
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Region 1 News:  Article Concerning Using Your GPS, by Mike Hart   

Latitude & Longitude ð Practical Relationships 
James ñMikeò Hart, PLS, CFedS 
Towill, Inc.  mike.hart@towill.com 

IRWA Ch. 11 Surveying & Engineering Committee Chair 
 

 

 

With the ready availability of inexpensive and reasonably accurate Global     

Positioning System (GPS) receivers, it seems that everyone is getting in on the 

act of using GPS for many things.  Many people have vehicle navigation       

systems in their cars and on their phones that guide them to destinations very 

quickly and accurately.  Right of Way (ROW) professionals are using            

recreational grade, handheld GPS receivers in increasing numbers.  There are a 

wide variety of manufacturers offering rugged handheld GPS units for under 

$200 that, in addition to being able to provide navigation on background maps, 

provide very accurate positions on the face of the Earth.  All basic units will  

display position on the Earthôs surface in terms of geographic coordinates ï Latitude and Longitude. 

 

Latitude is the angular distance north or south of the equator as measured from the center of the earth with the 

equator having a Latitude of 0° and the North and South Poles having a latitude of +90° and -90°, respectively.   

The latitude of San Diego, for example, is approximately 32.7152778° North (of the Equator). 

 

Longitude is the angular distance measured from the center of the earth and east or west of the Prime or 

Greenwich Meridian that passes from the North Pole, through the Royal Observatory in Greenwich England, 

to the South Pole.  The Greenwich meridian has a longitude of 0°.  The longitude of San Diego is                

approximately 117.0405556° West (of the Greenwich 

Meridian). 

 

Recreational grade GPS receivers can output the  

Latitude/Longitude (Lat/Lon) position in a variety of 

formats: degree decimal (DDD.dddd), degrees and 

decimal minutes (DM.mmmm), or degrees-minutes-

seconds (D-M-S). 

 

The Lat/Lon of San Diego, for example, expressed in 

the various formats is as follows: 

DDD.dddd = N32.7152778°/ W117.0405556° 

DM.mmm = N32Á42.9167ô/ W117Á02.4333ô 

D-M-S = N32Á42ô55ò/ W117Á02ô26ò 

 

What do these various units actually equate to distances in feet on the ground?   

 
            Continued on Page 7 

mailto:mike.hart@towill.com
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Associated Organization News:  Appraisal Institute Annual Spring Litigation Conference 
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Job Opportunity 
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Chapter News 

Article Concerning Using Your GPS, continued from Page 4  

The length of one degree of latitude is the same all over the Earth ï approximately 69 

miles.  Therefore, one minute of latitude equals approximately 1.15 miles (6081 feet) 

and one second of latitude equals approximately 0.02 miles (101 feet).  At the     

equator, one degree of longitude equals the same distance as a degree of latitude but 

that distance decreases as one progresses north or south away from the equator with 

the distance being zero at each pole.   

At the latitude of San Diego, one degree of longitude equals about 58 miles (as      

opposed to 69 miles at the equator), one minute of longitude equals about 0.97 miles 

(or 5116 feet ï as opposed to 6081 feet at the equator), and one second of longitude 

equals about 85 feet (as opposed to 101 feet at the equator).   

Note that the distances and relationships presented are approximate only.  Hopefully 

this will help broaden your understanding of what the GPS unit is telling you when working in geographic 

coordinates.  Subsequent articles will address other aspects of GPS that should prove useful to the ROW  

professional that uses GPS. 

Way to Go Chapter 2!  Chapter 2 was named the winner the Chapter Performance Award for the most 

chapter members taking online courses (Large Chapter). The highest performing chapter in each of the 

award categories will receive a full complimentary registration for the 2011 Annual Conference to be held 

in Atlanta, Georgia, along with a stipend to be used towards travel expenses.   

 

Congratulations!  To our two chapter members who recently recertified their SR/WA designations:  Paul 

Hoover, SR/WA, with the East Bay Municipal Utility District and Eric Lueder, SR/WA, with Marin County.   

 

Congratulations!  To Steve Loechi of AR/WS who received the Right of Way Agent (RWA) certification. 

Welcome.   To our newest chapter members:  Brian Drake with AR/WS, Joseph Echols with PG&E, and                

Ron Zaragoza, Jr. with Contra Costa Water District. 

Board Meeting.  The next Board Meeting is scheduled for May 11 at 10:00 a.m. at Jackôs Restaurant, Pleasant Hill.   

New Board Swearing In.  The new Chapter 2 Board will be sworn in by Jim Finnegan on June 8th during our Past    

Presidentõs Celebration.  This year, weôve changed the celebration from an after work event to a lunchtime event to      

alleviate traffic issues.  Also, weôve added a presentation for members whose employers require that there be an            

educational component for approval to attend an IRWA event.  Please join us for this fun and festive event. 



International NewsñInternational Education Conference 
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2011 Annual International Education Conference  

June 12-15 

Atlanta, GA 
The 57th Annual Conference is fast approaching.  The Annual Conference is a great opportunity for members of the IRWA 

to attend educational events and meet with members and leaders.  Full Registration for members will be $475 until May 

13, when it will increase to $575.   

 

To learn more about this event, visit the IRWA website.  The link below will take you directly to the conference webpage.  

http://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=atl2011&WebKey=cb08d259-2e68-4a9e-9175-5adc1c3b8d91 

 



Region 1 NewsñWelcome To Incoming Region 1 Vice Chair 
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Newsletter Sponsors 

Vivian D. Howell 

 SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC,  

and a URAC Candidate 

READY TO SERVE! 

Vivian has a dedication to the right of way profession that spans ~ 28 years with various           
departments in the City of Los Angeles and as a manager with Los Angeles World Airports, 
Commercial Development, Real Estate Services.  She is a member of Chapter 1 and has 
served in all leadership positions from committee chairs to the Presidency.  She is the     
outgoing Chair of the International Relocation Committee and an IRWA Certified Facilitator 
in Relocation and Communications courses.  She is looking forward to the leaders in Region 
1 assisting her in meeting her new responsibilities as the Region 1 Vice Chair; working collaboratively to get the business 
of the Region, Chapters and Members done.   Do not be surprised when she expresses an interest in attending a chapter 

meeting or event.   
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Newsletter Sponsors 


