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 November Luncheon 

Bayviews 
November 2010 

 

Of Noteé 
 
New Committees and 
Chairsñsee page 3 
 
End of the Year nominations:  
+Donna Dawkins scholarship 
applications due 11/1/10 
+Chapter award nominations 

due 10/29/10 
Hurry and get them in! 
 



November 15 
RSVP for November Luncheon 
 
November 17   
Joint AI Luncheon, featuring Les Hausrath presenting 
Tell it to the Judge:  Rules of Evidence 
Location:  Conference RoomðWendel, Rosen, Black & 
Dean 
Note:  Optional Board Meeting at 11:00 
 
December 3 
RSVP for Holiday Luncheon 

December 8 
Annual Holiday Luncheon and Chapter Awards  
Location:  Jackôs in Pleasant Hill 
 
January 9 
RSVP for January Luncheon 
 
January 11 
Annual Legal Update with Les Hausrath and Pam 
Mintzer 
Location:  Conference RoomðWendel, Rosen, Black & 
Dean 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñNovember thru January 

Dear Chapter Members: 
 
I wanted to thank everyone who joined us in Petaluma at our October luncheon. Jim OõToole of Environmental Science 
Associates provided an informative and interesting presentation about a large scale project in the north bay area.  It was 
wonderful meeting members of Chapter 2 who are based in the north bay.  Hopefully, we can meet closer to their home 
turf again sometime in the future.  I also wanted to congratulate SR/WA recipients Kevin Campbell of the Sonoma 
County Water Agency and Stuart Martin of the Sonoma County Open Space District. Kevin was able to attend the 
meeting and accept his certification from Steve Castellano, PDC Chair (see the photo below; Kevin is on the right). 
 
I am excited about our upcoming November luncheon. This will be our annual joint meeting with the Appraisal Institute.  
Les Hausrath will be presenting òTell it to the Judge:  Rules of Evidence for Appraisers and Right of Way          
Professionalsó.  There will be a Board Meeting held just prior to the lunch at 11:00 a.m.  The focus of this meeting will 
be the new IRWA career path and the possible combining of the Education and PDC committees.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
Plans are coming together for the Holiday Luncheon.  We are accepting nominations now through November 1 for 
Donna Dawkins Scholarships and are accepting nominations until October 29 for Chapter Awards.  The nominated 
parties will go on the ballot that will be sent out on November 1.  Weôve found a terrific venue for the celebration this year, 
Jackõs in Pleasant Hill.  There is plenty of parking at the parking structure nearby and it is a nice place.  Our Chapter 

Vice President, Kathleen West, is handling all of the details for this event.       
 
Kathleen and I attended the Region 1 Fall Forum on October 2, and Iôve    
included a separate report in the newsletter for your information. 
 
Finally, we had a very successful Chapter 2 Committee Chair Meeting on 
October 6.  A separate e-mail was sent to Chapter members with details about 
all of the changes we made to our committee structure, and you can see them 
on page 3 of this newsletter.  We are still looking  for some volunteers to join 
our committees, so let us know if you are interested.           Regards, Tara 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@sanleandro.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
 

Kevin Larson, 
Burchard & Rinehart  

kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset & Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Communication & Marketing 

Open Seat  
Temporarily handled by Tara Peterson ñ

please consider volunteering for this    
important new committee 

________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 

George Fernandez  
Caltrans 

george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 
 

Bernadette Lambert 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

BLamber@bart.gov 
__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Pam Thompson 

PamThompson2000@comcast.net 
 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
BLamber@bart.gov 

 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net


Fall Forum Report 
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On October 2, Kathleen West and Tara Peterson drove up to Sacramento to attend the Region 1 Fall Forum.  

While it was a long event, we were happy to save the Chapter money by making the trek in one day.  

 

Below are highlights from the meeting:  

 

The International Governing Council has made the following Strategic Initiatives:   

Increase communication focusing on Chapters.  Build a new website, and make the ROW magazine  

available online. 

Build education through white papers, a hardbound Right of Way text, online course development,  

classroom curriculum improvements and holding a Quality Summit.  

Improve credentialing, including implementing and marketing a Generalist Career Path in addition to all 

of the recent changes. 

Develop oil and gas pipeline courses. 

Review the committee structure. 

Reformat the FAU and possibly resolve to rotate the Annual Conference by region. 

Conduct International Outreach activities.  

Develop leaders, including developing a 3 -year Leadership Institute Program.  

Conduct more marketing ɭonline store open for business, Annual Project of the Year program expanded. 

 

Region 1 Topics: 

The Financial Statements for the IRWA as a whole were presented.  There was not much discussion, but 

ÙÌÎÐÖÕɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÝÌÚɯÔÌÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞɯ'ÌÈËØÜÈÙÛÌÙÚɯɁÊÖÕËÖɂɯÈÕËɯÛÖÜÙÌËɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàȭ 

Each Region Committee has a report available on the Region 1 website for those of you interested. 

Forum attendees participated in a Leadership session to learn about Chapter Best Practices.  I think we all 

came away with good ideas for improving our Chapters and our own leadership capabilities.  

The Spring Forum will be held in Phoenix on March 5, 2011. 

 

Chapter Issues: 

The chapters in Region 1 discussed the common problem of scheduling and holding IRWA classes.  Many 

are concerned about the impact of online courses on Chapter revenue since most revenue comes from live 

classes. 

Some chapters are holding symposiums and other events to which they can charge a fee since classes are 

so hard to schedule. 

Course Facilitator clinics are on hold while consideration is given to the requirements for facilitators, 

making holding live classes even a greater challenge. 

Everyone discussed the challenge of finding volunteers and getting younger members to participate.  

Chapters are seeing improvement with the economy, but local agencies are still suffering, impacting both 

membership and participation in classes and Chapter activities. 
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IRWAñ Professional Development 

Member Matters 

 

Congratulations to Carmen Piña-Sandoval, SR/WA, and Olivia Reynolds, SR/WA, both 

of whom are with Contra Costa County, for recertifying their SR/WA designations. 
 
 

 
New Member:  Welcome to our newest member, Steve McClure of PG&E - Negotiations &                
Acquisitions. 
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 Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 
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Newsletter Sponsors for 2010ñNew Sponsor:  Rasmussen Planning 
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Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 
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Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 


