
Dear Members: 

I have received a lot of positive 
feedback about Ricardo Go¶iõs 
presentation at our September 
luncheon.  Ricardo is very well 
respected in the field for his 
knowledge, but also for his  
ability to translate the difficult  
economic analysis into every 
day language.  Iõm sure this 
proves to be a real asset on the 
witness stand!  We ran short of 
handouts at the presentation, so 
if you would like one of       
Ricardoõs handouts, please let 
me know and I will send one to 

you. 

 

What a great turn out we had 
from members and guests at the 
September luncheon.  Thank you 
for participating.  There will be 
no luncheon in October since we 
have many other opportunities to 
meet and learn in October.  Let 
me remind you of a few of our 
upcoming events for the month of 

October: 

IRWA Course 100 Principals of 

Land Acquisitions  

Date: October 1-4, 2007 

Time: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Location: Martinez, California 

 

Bay Area Economic Update 

Date: October 4, 2007 

Time: 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Location: Preservation Park, 
Oakland, California 

See more on Page 5 

 

IRWA Fall Forum: When Public 

Agencies Collide 

Date: October 5, 2007 

Time: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Location: San Jose, California 

 

Relocation Rendezvous 

Date: October 17-18 

Time:  8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Location: Salem, Oregon 

Presidentõs Message  
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Meet the Members:  Arthur Rahn 

It was just a small advertisement 
in our monthly  Society of Real 
Estate Appraisers (SREA) news-
letter indicating that Southern 
Pacific  wanted to hire a real 
estate appraiser. I had been an 
appraiser for about 15 years 
and was becoming bored with 
t h e  t y p i c a l  a p p r a i s a l           
assignments that I was getting. I 

had no idea why a railroad  

would want a real estate     
appraiser but I applied and was 
accepted for the job, thinking at 
the time that the position would 
be about a year in duration.  
Actually, 13 years later, I was 
the last real estate person to 
walk out the door at One    
Market Plaza.   Thus, began my 
introduction into the world of 

right-of-way.   Continued on Page 4 
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Inside this issue: 

Also, please keep December 12, 
2007 open for our Holiday 
Party at Scottõs Seafood      
Restaurant in Walnut Creek.  It is 
a beautiful venue and should 
provide us with a great setting 

for our celebration.   

 

Just a reminder to check out the 
IRWA website at irwaonline.org 
for current tools and information 
that are available to our    

members. 

 

All the best,  Karen 



On September 11, 2007,  the 
State Assembly defeated a 
measure to place a new eminent 
domain reform bill before    
voters. Assembly Constitutional 
Amendment 8 (ACA 8)        
sponsored by Assemblyman 
Hector De La Torre (D-South 
Gate) failed to receive the   

necessary 2/3 vote.  

 

òI am disappointed in todayõs 
vote,ó said De La Torre.  òI 
worked hard to address the 
many issues raised by my      
colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle, and the final product was 

a strong and meaningful  

constitutional amendment that 
would have protected peopleõs 
homes, churches, farms and small 
businesses from eminent domain 
for private development.  Polling 
shows that the provisions of ACA 
8 are strongly supported by the 
voters, and we missed out on an 
opportunity for the legislature to 
pass a bi-partisan measure and 
show the voters weõre addressing 

the issues they care about.ó 

 

ACA 8 and its companion     
statutory measure, Assembly Bill 
887 (De La Torre) are backed by 
a broad coalition of homeowner, 

small business, taxpayer, labor, 

Moving? 

Changes to your contact informa-

tion should be made through 

IRWA Headquarters.  Please  

notify HQ with your updated  

information by contacting Bonnie 

Gray at gray@irwaonline.org 

with a copy to Rick Hernandez.  

Membership Matters 

Eminent Domain Reform Measure Fails to get Votes 
Information obtained from the League of California Cities publication, Priority Focus 
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Reform Loses Battle 

in State Assembly 
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environmental, community and 
ethnic groups.  Members of the 
coalition expressed their      
disappointment and vowed to 
continue fighting for reform.  The 
coalition will evaluate its options 
and consider going  directly to 
the voters via the initiative   

process.  

Proponents of this measure are 
concerned that the extremists 
who also want to limit regulatory 
takings will be encouraged and 
motivated by its failure.  They 
promise to ensure that the    
extreme measure is defeated at 
the ballot box whenever it 

should appear. 

Interested in joining or 
know someone who is? 
 
For membership information, please 
contact: 
 
Rick Hernandez, SR/WA 
CCCSD 
(925) 229-7132 
rhernand@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

Itõs that time of year again.  
Time to consider placing an ad 
in the Chapter 2 newsletter in 
2008.  There are a number of 
benefits to advertising in our 
monthly newsletter.  First, you 
get the benefit of exposure.  
The newsletter is sent to all 200 
members and is posted on the 
Regionõs website.  If someone 
needs a consultant or some 
legal advice, what better way 

to locate a qualified right of  

way agent than to find a  
member who has been wise 
enough to have their contact 
information right there in the 

Chapterõs newsletter?  

Second, you can contribute to 
the cost of publishing Chapter 
2õs newsletter and help fund 
other Chapter activities by 

becoming a sponsor.  

Third, you will receive our 

thanks for contributing to the  

Newsletter Advertising 

success of our organization. 

Cost:  $200 for a business card 
size or $400 for a double-sized 

ad that will run all year. 

Contact:  Erik Woodhouse 

 erik@burchardandrinehart.com 

Submissions:  If you submit a 
new ad, please scan it in the  
highest resolution possible before 
sending it.  This will help us ensure 

a clear image. 

mailto:mailto:gray@irwaonline.org
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President / International Director Vice President / International Director 

Karen Eddleman, Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 

Olivia Reynolds, SR/WA, Contra Costa County 

oreyn@pw.cccounty.us 

Treasurer Secretary 

Bernadette Lambert, BART 

blamber@bart.gov 

Cheryl Sousa, Contra Costa County 

csous@pw.cccounty.us 

Past President Awards / Elections 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA, Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 

OPEN SEAT 

Education Advertising 

Suzanne Lusk, SR/WA, East Bay Regional Park District 

slusk@ebparks.org 

Greg Rinehart, MAI, Burchard & Rinehart 

gdr62@pacbell.net 

Professional Development Chairs 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA, Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 

Debra Baker, SR/WA, Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 

Membership Chair Finance 

Rick Hernandez, SR/WA, CCCSD 

rhernand@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero, Erickson, Beasley Hewitt & Wilson 

baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

Hospitality Newsletter Editor 

Pam Thompson, North American Title Company 

pthompson@nat.com 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA, City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

Environmental Engineering & Surveys 

Wayne Couto, MSA, US Treasury Department 

Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

 

Valuation Chairs 

Joyce Diaz, MAI, Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 

jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

Karen Couto, MAI, Associated Right of Way Services 

kcouto@arws.com 

Transportation Technology 

Rick Jones, SR/WA, Associated Right of Way Services 

rjones@arws.com 

Craig Fries, Precision Simulation 

CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

Law & Ethics Local Public Agency 

Les Hausrath, Esq., Wendel,  Rosen,  Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 

Maria Cresci, SR/WA, Alameda County 

mariac@acpwa.org 

Pipeline Property Management 

Sue Evans, Coates Field Service 

srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA, Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 

mailto:mailto:scastellano@arws.com
mailto:mailto:scastellano@arws.com
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Wireless Communications 

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA, Acquisition Services 

aclwired1@gmail.com 

Suzanne Sullivan, Real Estate Services 

suzanne988@aol.com 

Asset Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA, Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 

 

Government Liaison Chairs 

OPEN SEAT Elizabeth Engle, Santa Clara Valley Water District 

eengle@valleywater.org 

Retired Members Employment 

David Simmons, Jr., SR/WA, Associated Right of Way Services 

valuerdave@aol.com 

Jean Novotny, CEA, Novotny Machinery 

jnovotny@sbcglobal.net 

Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee Chair  

Vern Cummings, SR/WA, Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 

Meet the Members:  Art Rahn, continued from Page 1 
 

Twenty years later, Iõm still   
intrigued by this unique area of 
appraisal.  So how did I get 

from Ohio to California? 

Well once I was propelled out 
of high school into the cold, cruel 
world, I faced that choice many 
young men had in 1951 - either 
go on to college or become part 
of the work force and face the 
inevitable pursuit of the 
dreaded S.S. (Selective Service), 
more commonly known as òThe 
Draft.ó  Being neither psycho-
logical ly  nor f inancial ly        
prepared for college, I began 
work but, knowing it was only a 
matter of time before the S.S. 
dragged me off and, not having 
an affinity for hand-to-hand 
combat or sleeping in the mud,  I 
did the only thing any self-

respecting draft dodger could 
do in our day, I joined the Air 

Force! 

After a whirlwind tour through 
Basic training and Technical 
School   I found myself working 
as a jet aircraft mechanic in 
sunny  Florida with its beautiful 
white sandy beaches.  You 
would think that I should have 
been content but Destiny was 
lurking just outside my door!  
One day I saw a  notice that 
the Air Force wanted enlisted 
personnel to apply for flight 
training.  Looking upon the 
glamorous person depicted on 
the notice with his gleaming 
bars and shining wings, I was 
seduced and, against my better 
judgment, actually volunteered.  
After seemingly endless physi-

cal exams, psychological tests 
and interviews I was selected 
for the program.  18 months 
later, I was a brand-new 2nd Lt. 

with Navigator wings. 

 I started flying with Troop 
Carrier  then Air Rescue and 
finally the Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC) where I spent the 
rest of my service career, first 
in B-47's and then B-52's.  I 
served throughout the Korean 
War,  stood on nuclear alert 
during most of the Cold War 
and circled the Arctic on Air-
borne alert, just outside of the 
Soviet Union radar net.  I was 
among many who were      
deployed to forward areas 
during the Cuban missile crisis.  
I flew 100 B-52 missions over 
Vietnam and Laos during two 

tours to Southeast Asia.  While 
preparing for a third tour to S.E. 
Asia, I discovered that an airline 
in New York was advertising for 
navigators to fly between N.Y 
and London/Paris and I decided  
it sounded better than dodging 
missiles around Hanoi.  So I left 
the Air Force with the rank of 
Major, more than 5000 flying 
hours and all the medals that I 

ever needed. 

My schedule in N.Y. had me  
leaving for Europe on Friday 
and returning on Sunday night.  
This made the weekdays free 
and I decided to develop some 
additional interests.  I started by 
going to Real Estate School and 
then working as a commercial/
industrial real estate salesman 
during my time off.   Continued on 

Page 6 



Valley Transportation Authority Job Opportunities Continue 

Bayviews  October 2007 

Page 5 

Assistant Real Estate Agent 
 

Salary Range - Monthly Final Filing Date Applications Must be Filed At: 

$4,805.10 (Step 1) - $5,813.99 (Step 5) Open Until Filled* Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 

Position is typically filled at Step 1.  Human Resources Department 

   3331 North First Street, Bldg. B 

Job Hotline: 408-321-5665  San Jose, CA  95134-1927 

Website: www.vta.org  Telephone: 408-321-5575 

The Position 
Under general supervision, an Assistant Real Estate Agent performs real property appraisals, acquisitions, management, leases, and        
disposals for transportation projects, programs, and facilities. 
 

Senior Real Estate Agent 
 

Salary Range - Monthly Final Filing Date Applications Must be Filed At: 

$6,823 - $7,915 ð $9,006 Open Until Filled* Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 

   Personnel Office 

   3331 North First Street, Bldg. B 

Job Hotline: 408-321-5665  San Jose, CA  95134-1927 

Website: www.vta.org  Telephone:  408-321-5575 

The Position 
Under direction, plans, organizes, supervises, and integrates the work of assigned staff engaged in acquiring, appraising, managing, leasing 
or disposing of real property and rights-of-way; and performs related duties as assigned. The Senior Real Estate Agent is the first line    
supervisory class in the Real Estate job series. Incumbents are responsible for planning, organizing, and supervising staff engaged in        
appraisals, acquisitions, relocations, or property management, and for performing the more difficult and complex duties.  Senior Real Estate 
Agent is distinguished from Real Estate Manager in that the latter has responsibility for the entire real property program for VTA. The current 
vacancy will initially be responsible for planning, organizing and managing VTAõs property management program.  However, future       
assignments can be in any one of the above-related fields. This recruitment may generate an eligible list, which may be used to fill future 

vacancies in other assignments. 

Joint Networking Lunch and Workshop 

IRWA Chapter 2 and the East Bay Branch Chapter of the Northern California Chapter of the Appraisal Institute 

are hosting a lunch and workshop.  The workshop topic:  Bay Area Economic Update 

 

 When:  Thursday, October 4, 2007   Where:  Preservation Park, Oakland 

 

Presenters:  Gary Zimmerman, Senior Outreach Economist Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco and Jim 

Wunderman, President/CEO Bay Area Council 

 

More details coming soon to the Appraisal Instituteõs 

website at www.norcal-ai.org 

http://www.vta.org/


Meet the Members:  Art Rahn, continued from Page 4 
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Date   #  Course Name      Location  

Oct. 1, 2007  100 Principals of Land Acquisitions     Martinez, CA 

Oct. 3, 2007  900 Principals of Real Estate Engineering     McClellan, CA 

Oct. 9, 2007  802 Legal Aspects of Easements      San Diego, CA 

Oct. 10, 2007  902 Property Descriptions      San Diego, CA 

Oct. 10, 2007  402 Introduction to the Income Capitalization Approach   Sacramento, CA 

Oct. 15, 2007  403 Easement Valuation      Alhambra, CA 

Oct. 15, 2007  201 Communications in Real Estate Acquisition    Hayward, CA 

Oct. 18, 2007  800 Principals of Real Estate Law     Alhambra, CA 

Oct. 22, 2007  100 Principals of Land Acquisition     Riverside, CA 

Oct. 25, 2007  203 Alternative Dispute Resolution     Hayward, CA 

Oct. 26, 2007  410 Reviewing Appraisals in Eminent Domain    San Jose, CA 

Oct. 29, 2007  800 Principals of Real Estate Law     Hayward, CA 

Nov. 1, 2007  801 U.S. Land Titles       Riverside, CA 

Nov. 8, 2007  215 Right of Way Agents Development Program    Riverside, CA 

Nov. 14, 2007  205 Bargaining Negotiations      San Diego, CA 

Feb. 18, 2007  403 Easement Valuation      Tucson, AZ 

Feb. 19, 2007  410 Reviewing Appraisals in Eminent Domain    Tucson, AZ 

Feb. 20, 2008  505 Advanced Residential Relocation     Tucson, AZ 

Feb. 21, 2008  504 Computing Replacement Housing Payments    Tucson, AZ 
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About this time, the economy 
took a nose-dive and I was  laid 
off.  So I returned to            
Sacramento, my wifeõs        
hometown, continued working in 
real   estate and went back to 
school.  I first obtained an A.A. in   
degree in Real Estate and    
completed a B.S in Accounting.  
(I also spent two years in Law 

School but eventually realized 

it was not for me).   

Finally I was able to get my 
MBA in Real Estate.  I have had 
many articles published in the 
Right of Way magazine, have 
been a speaker at three IRWA 
Education Conferences and have 
recently published a book enti-

tled òCorridor Valuation.ó           

After retirement I served for 
seven years as a LDS Church 
branch president with a       
congregation of South East Asian 
refugees and then I served three 
years in a LDS Church          
Employment Center helping folks 

find jobs. 

I joined Chapter 2 of the IRWA 

in 1984 and have found working  

in the industry interesting,     
sometimes challenging and     
always rewarding.  I would    
encourage anyone to   consider a 

career in this industry. 

___________________________ 

Thanks to Art for volunteering to 
be our featured member this 
month. As always, volunteers are 

needed, so how about you?   J 

Regional Course Offerings 



Thanks to our Newsletter Sponsors 
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     PAM THOMPSON, Manager 
Phone:  925-399-3000 

Fax:      925-251-0104 

                                                   Email:  pthompson@nat.com 

    Specializing in government agency and right of way work. 

Full staff of trained professionals who understand your issues  

            Give me a call, Iôd love to tell you more about us 

NORTH AMERICAN TITLE  

PUBLIC SERVICES DIVISION  

4255 Hopyard Road, Suite 1 

Pleasanton, CA  94588 
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