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opinions of Chapter 2 or its members. 
 

O c t o b e r  C h a p t e r  Lu n c h e o n 

 



October 2-3 

Regional Fall Forum in San Francisco 

 

October 12 
Last day to RSVP for October Luncheon 

 

October 14 

October LuncheonñTopic:  TOD at BART Stationñwith optional tour   
Location:   Back Forty Texas BBQ, Pleasant Hill, CA 

 

October 15 

Last day to submit nominations for Chapter Awards 
 

October 31 

Last day to submit applications for Donna Dawkins Scholarships 

November 16 

Last day to RSVP for November Luncheon 
 

November 18ñNote DateñMoved due to holiday on 11/11/09 
November LuncheonñTopic:  Joint IRWA/Appraisal Institute         

Location: TBA 
 

December 1 
Last day to RSVP for Holiday Luncheon 

 

December 9 
Holiday Luncheon  Location:  Massimoõs in Walnut Creek 
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Presidentõs Message 

 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñOctober thru December 

Dear Chapter 2 Members: 

Itõs hard to believe it is Fall already although you wouldnõt know it from the hot weather that rang in the first day of fall.  This year is     

dwindling away fast so I wanted to let you know of upcoming events.  The Fall Forum will be held this weekend October 2-3 in San Francisco.  

Forums are held twice a year in the Spring and Fall for Chapter Officers in our Region to meet and discuss the state of their respective 

chapters and any updates from Headquarters.  We have opened up the Saturday Event to Chapter Members, which is s Hornblower Cruise 

on the Bay.  The weather should prove to be beautiful for those that have signed up to attend.  San Francisco is spectacular in the Fall.  

Once again I would like to thank Coates Field Service and Associated Right of Way Services for their generous donations in support of this 

event.   

Speaking of Fall, we have two courses that will be coming up soon.  Course 209: Negotiating Effectively with a Diverse Clientele will be held 

at the Contra Costa Sanitary District in Martinez November 5 & 6th.  Course 103: Ethics will be held at the Contra Costa County Public Works 

Department in Martinez on November 13th.  The courses have not yet been posted on the IRWA website, so keep checking the website if you 

are interested in attending either one of these courses.   

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Hospitality Chair, Chad Wakefield.   Chad has filled the position that Pam Thompson 

held for quite a number of years.  Thank you Pam for all of the hard work you have done for our Chapter. 

Best regards, 

Cheryl 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Kathleen West, 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Awards/Elections 

Open Seat 
_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 

Jean Novotny, CEA,  
Novotny Machinery 

jnovotny@sbcglobal.net 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Elizabeth Engle,  
Santa Clara Valley Water District 

eengle@valleywater.org 
Open Seat 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

chadwakefield@opcservices.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Local Public Agency 
Maria Cresci, SR/WA,  

Alameda County 
mariac@acpwa.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Bernadette Lambert, 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

blamber@bart.gov 
__________________________________ 

Pipeline 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development (2 Chairs) 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 
 

Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
 

 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Retired Members 

David Simmons, Jr., SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

valuerdave@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Rick Jones, SR/WA,  
bikejones48@sbcglobal.net 

_______________________________ 
Valuation (2 Chairs) 

Joyce Diaz, MAI,  
Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications (2 Chairs) 

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired1@gmail.com 
 

Suzanne Sullivan,  
Real Estate Services 

suzanne988@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members 
__________ 

 
Please consider serving on a Chapter 

Committee.  Please notify an Executive 

Board Member if you are interested. 
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Board Meeting MinutesñAugust 13, 2009 Meeting  

Attendees:  Cheryl Sousa, President   Tara Peterson, Vice President   

   Vern Cummings, Treasurer    Kathleen West, Secretary 

   Molly Mullin, Education Chair 
  

Meeting:   Via Conference Call  

    
   

1. IR/WA Chapter 2 Board Meeting called to order at 3:30 p.m. 

2. Welcome 

3. Treasurer and Education Chair Reports 

 

a.  Account Status: 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 b.  Action Items:  

 
Vern to endorse checks so they can be deposited tomorrow 

Notify Chapter of course materials from Mollyõs review course for SR/WA designation to protest to headquarters 
Course 401: Chapter 2 received $100 incentive payment 

Course 403: Earned $755 after all expenses were paid. Additionally, approximately $605 was earned by members taking the 
on-line 103 Ethics course 

 

4.   Agenda:  Laptop 

 
Vern brought up purchasing an inexpensive laptop and an inexpensive portable printer, budget permitting to assist the chapter with using 

Quicken for the financials. The online version is too difficult.  It would remain with the chapter and be passed along to the next treasurer. 

 

Tara moved to accept the purchasing of the laptop and printer with a limit of $500.  Cheryl seconded the motion. Passed by the 

Board. 

 
           Continued on next page. 

Account Description Balance 

  

Checking Account $4,760.00 

Savings Account $8,470.85 

Certificate of Deposit $12,130.30 

Certificate of Deposit $12,619.35 

Education Checking $13,965.26* 

Total Assets $51,945.76 

*After deposits tomorrow 8/14/09   
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Board Meeting MinutesñAugust 13, 2009 

 

5. Agenda:  Chapter 2 Website 

 
 Cheryl has a friend who is willing to tutor her to help design a website for free for our chapter.  Vern thought Steve Castellano started 

designing a website and will check. Tara said Steve doesnõt have anything.  The site can be hosted by Big Daddy for approximately $6.00 
a month.  The idea is to follow tradition as other Chapter websites. There is $1,000 set aside for the website.  Vern is in favor of not 

publishing members names and the directory. Would like the bylaws, past presidents and awards listed on the website.  Tara 

recommended looking at Chapter 67õs website which is simple and basic. 

 

6. Agenda:  Holiday Luncheon 

 

Kathleen volunteered to help start planning the holiday luncheon. Cheryl has looked into keeping it at Scottõs Seafood Restaurant in 

Walnut Creek.  Planning the award nominations should begin in September. Vern mentioned that a reason to receive the awards should 

be included not just a submittal of the name. Vern volunteered to take the lead on that. 

 

7.   Agenda:  Fall Forum 

 
Chapter 2 is planning the Fall Forum this year scheduled for October 2, 3, & 4.  

Hotel:  San Francisco Marriott Union Square. $159 per night. 

Meeting Room: $500. Cheryl requested the Marriot to fax the rental information for audio/visual (A/V) equipment. Tara was able to have 

the City of San Leandro provide some of the equipment.  Cheryl is currently planning a preliminary budget.  Cheryl asked how much 

should she allot to A/V and it was agreed that $200 for a screen and microphone should be sufficient. Vern thinks there may be a 

microphone in Steveõs office and will check.   

Events: Friday evening usually there is a mixer for Chapter officers. It was brought up maybe trying to get a hospitality suite from the 

Marriott or utilizing the hotelõs lounge or bar area to do Happy Hour. Vern mentioned trying to get some sponsors to cover this 

expense. Another idea of the officers receiving one or two drink coupons upon check-in to the hotel for the bar area. A proposed 

budget of $850 for the mixer was given. 

Food: Continental breakfast will be around $1200 for coffee, muffins and fruit. The buffet lunch runs around $46 per person. Box lunches 

will run around $36 per person and you would have a choice of sandwich and included would be a salad and bag of potato chips. 

Vern brought up that there are a lot of expenses for putting on the Fall Forum but where is the revenue coming from?  

Lodging:  We have entered into a contract with the Marriott for 50 rooms over Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

 

Kathleen volunteered to contact advertisers for potential sponsorship of event.  
 

Cheryl requested set aside of $5,000 to cover the Fall Forum and have Molly transfer the funds from the educational account.  

 

Tara moved to accept the transfer of funds in the amount of $5,000 from the education account.  Kathleen seconded the motion. 

Passed by the Board. 

  

Another conference call is being requested next week to discuss more details of the Fall Forum.   

 

8. Meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 
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IRWA News  

Membership 

Changes to your contact information should be made through IRWA  Headquarters.  Please notify HQ with your updated information by  

contacting Bonnie Gray at gray@irwaonline.org and please let Membership Chair, Wayne Prescott, know of your changes via e-mail at: 

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net.   Name tags can be obtained by contacting Pam Thompson at pokeyt@comcast.net. 

 

Milestones 

Congratulations to Craig K. Murray, SR/WA, of the Richmond Community Redevelopment Agency, for renewing his certification. 

  

 

 

 

 Member Matters 

 

 

Since 1934 the International Right of Way Association has been 
providing the path to success and uncompromising professional-

ism for the Right of Way profession. 
 

For 75 years we have been the central authority in the Right of 

Way domain, helping tens of thousands of Appraisers, Asset 

(Property) Managers, Environmental experts, Negotiation/

Acquisition and Relocation Assistance agents advance in their 

careers. And weõre just getting started. 
 

Join our over 10,000 members worldwide for the next 75 years as 
we connect and make the world a better place to live in the 21st 

century. Become a member today by visiting www.irwaonline.org 

or by calling 1-310-538-0233 ext. 13. After 75 years, the projects 
speak for themselves. 

mailto:gray@irwaonline.org

