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 October Luncheon 

Bayviews 
October 2010  

 

Of Noteé 
 
Check out our new    

Chapter logo above.  I 

hope you like it as much 

as I do. 
 
 



October 2 
Region 1 Fall Forum  
Location:  Sheraton Grand Sacramento 
 
October 5 
Special Board Meeting of Committee Chairs 
AR/WS Offices in Pleasant Hill 
 
October 11 
Last day to RSVP for October Luncheon 
 
 

October 13 
Luncheon, Jim OõToole of ESA  
Location:  Maryôs Pizza Shack, Petaluma 
 
November 17   
Joint AI Luncheon, featuring Les Hausrath presenting 
Rules of Evidence 
Location:  Conference RoomðWendel,Rosen,Black & Dean 
 
December 8 
Annual Holiday Luncheon and Chapter Awards 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñOctober thru December 

Dear Chapter Members: 
 
I hope you all have survived the wacky weather that has taken over the Bay Area the past several months.  It is hard to 
think of October already being upon us and the year rapidly coming to an end.   
 
I wanted to thank Bernadette Lambert for her informative presentation about dealing with agencies at the September 
luncheon.  Congratulations to Kathleen West for taking home the cash from the Presidentôs Draw. 
 
As you are aware, the Chapter is holding its October luncheon up in Petaluma.  This is a great opportunity for those of us 
located in the central part of the bay area to travel north to outreach to members and others in the right of way field from 
the north bay.  It is also an opportunity for those in the north bay who are not members of the IRWA to meet us and see 
what a great organization it is and all it offers.  Please consider taking the time on beautiful October day to join us at 
Maryôs Pizza Shack and invite your friends who may be in the right of way industry in the north bay. 
 
Iôve just learned about a contest Headquarters launched to award chapters whose members participate in education and 
certification activities.  Right now, Chapter 2 is leading the race among large chapters (100-199 members) with the most 
chapter members to take on line classes.  I encourage you all to sign up for on line classes now through April so the 
Chapter can win the prize (free registration at the next Annual Conference). From my own experience, taking on line 
courses is both easy and convenient.  See Page 5 of the newsletter for more information.  Those of you with active      
certifications should really consider this as a viable option to meet the requirements for renewal.  Headquarters is also 
holding contests for the most chapter members to attend live classes and for members who obtain one of the many     
certifications.  Now is a great time to get things done for your    career, both for yourself and your chapter. 
 
I want to thank Chapter members who commented on our Chapter logo.  I have to tell you that Chapter 
2 is getting a lot of recognition at the Regional and International level for taking the new logo and making 
it our own.   Staff at IRWA Headquarters were very helpful creating this logo and the signature you now 
see in my e-mails.   
        All the best,  Tara 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=100000032240559
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Nominations & Elections 

Pam Thompson 
PamThompson2000@comcast.net  

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

_________________________________
Employment 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 

beth@coatesfieldservice.com 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Finance 

Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  
Meyers Nave 

baguilar-guerrero@meyersnave.com 
__________________________________ 

Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 
Bernadette Lambert 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
BLamber@bart.gov 

George Fernandez  
Caltrans 

george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
chadwakefield@opcservices.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor/Communication 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

__________________________________ 

Pipeline 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development (2 Chairs) 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 

Professional Development, cont.  
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Relocation (2 Chairs) 

Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Retired Members 
Open Seat 

_______________________________ 
Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Valuation (2 Chairs) 
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net


New Chapter Member Feature 
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Wayne Rasmussen is president of Rasmussen Planning, Inc. (RPI), a land use    

planning consulting firm started in 2004 and located in San Ramon 

(www.rasplan.com ).  RPI works with public agencies and private sector clients to 

address complex issues involving land use, environmental design and legal matters 

such as        eminent domain.  Mr. Rasmussen has more than 32 years of planning 

experience and has held public         positions including Planning Director, Deputy 

City Manager and other planning positions with the cities of Petaluma, Danville, 

Orinda and Pleasanton.  He holds degrees in city and regional planning (B.S) from 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and regional planning (MRP) from Pennsylvania State 

University.  

 

In the field of planning and eminent domain law the determination of highest and best use often cannot be 

directly resolved simply by way of traditional appraisal methods.  Factors such as local politics, general plan 

and zoning, environmental impacts, environmental agencies, physical site constraints, infrastructure          

requirements, etc., can play an integral role in the property valuation process.  With the benefit of having 

many years of public planning experience, Mr. Rasmussen provides consulting and expert witnessing        

services to help attorneys and appraisers establish the highest and best use for complex pieces of land.   

 

In addition to highest and best use, Mr. Rasmussen assists in determining the greatest intensity to which the 

highest use can be developed.  This is accomplished through the preparation of one or more conceptual site 

development schemes intended to maximize the developmental potential of the land.  For example, given the 

ÚÐÛÌɀÚɯ ÚÐáÌȮɯ ÊÖÕÍÐÎÜÙÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ ÌÈÚÌÔÌÕÛÚȮɯ ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯ ÊÖÕÚÛÙÈÐÕÛÚȮɯ ÚÌÛÉÈÊÒÚȮɯ ÔÈßÐÔÜÔɯ ÓÖÛɯ ÊÖÝÌÙÈÎÌȮɯ ÔÈßÐÔÜÔɯɯɯɯɯɯ

building height, parking requirements, etc., the maximum intensity to which the highest use can actually be 

ËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯÐÚɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÏÌÓ×ÚɯÛÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÈɯÔÜÊÏɯÔÖÙÌɯËÌÛÈÐÓÌËɯÈÕËɯÊÓÌÈÙÌÙɯÐÔÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÈɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÚÐÛÌɀÚɯ

highest and best use for the appraiser to value and for all participants of legal proceedings to understand.    

 

During the past five years, Mr. Rasmussen has served as an expert planning witness in twelve cases.  Clients 

have included BART (three cases), Oakland Housing Authority and eight private property owners. Four of 

the private property client cases involved the Porterville Ruling.   

 

Mr. Rasmussen has also served as the planning coordinator for projects that include the San Jose Sharks Ice 

"ÌÕÛÌÙȮɯ 2ÜÕÙÐÚÌɯ 2ÌÕÐÖÙɯ +ÐÝÐÕÎɯ ÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàȮɯ 3ÖÜÙÖɯ 4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯ "ÈÕÊÌÙɯ 3ÙÌÈÛÔÌÕÛɯ "ÌÕÛÌÙȮɯ /ÓÌÈÚÈÕÛÖÕɀÚɯ !ÌÙÕÈÓɯɯɯɯ

"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ/ÈÙÒȮɯÈÕËɯ.ÈÒÓÌàɀÚɯ#ÜÛÊÏɯ2ÓÖÜÎÏɯ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯ%ÙÈÔÌÞÖÙÒȭ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome to Chapter 2, Wayne. 
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IRWA Online Learning Center 

New Chapter Members 

Chapter 2 is happy to announce that we have two more members!   
 
Stephanie Gronlund of Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 
 
Robert òDukeó Evans, MAI, with Associated Right of Way Services  
 
Welcome to Chapter 2 and we look forward to meeting you at a Chapter luncheon. 
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 Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 



Page 7 - Bayviews 

Newsletter Sponsors for 2010ñSee new ad for Enright & Company below 
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Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 
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Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 


