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Of Noteé 

Region 1 Fall Forum in San 

Jose on October 8 

Chapter CrosswordñWin a 

Free Chapter Lunch 

 

Ciao Chapter Members! 

Happy October! I have Italian on the brain for a couple 
reasons. While you are reading this I will be on vacation 
in Florence, Italy and of course our lunch this month will 
be held at one of my favorite Italian restaurants, Il      
Fornaio in Walnut Creek.  Our lunch is being sponsored 
by NOSSAMAN, LLP! We appreciate our sponsors   
because they enable us to continue providing lunches 

for $20, which keeps it affordable for our members in this continued sluggish economy. 
Our speakers will be Michael Thornton, Esq. and Gale Connor, Esq. of Nossaman, LLP 

who will be giving a great presentation on ñRedevelopment Agencies: DOA?ò 

We had a great September lunch at 1515 and I received wonderful feedback on the food, 
venue and our speaker Matt Henderson.  Congratulations to Karen Eddleman for winning 

the raffle for a free lunch next month! 

The Board has been working hard arranging speakers and venues for 2012. In February 
we will be having Ivy Morrison, the Public Information Officer of the Caldecott Tunnel 
Fourth Bore Project, speak and in April we have a tour lined up for the Bay Bridge     
Seismic Retrofit Project, which will be done via boat. The Board encourages feed-back 
from our members so we can make our Chapter the best for you and provide you with 
not only great networking opportunities, speakers, live and online classes, but to help you 
to be more successful in the Right of Way field. If you have any suggestions or feedback 
for speakers, venues, classes you want to see held locally or how we can do better, 

please feel free to email me at kwest@centralsan.org. 

Another new feature this month that you will see is we are trying out Pingg which is   
similar to Evite for our monthly luncheon invitations. We are hoping this makes it easier 
for you to RSVP. We are also planning on setting up a Facebook page for Chapter 2 
soon. Our goal for many years now has been to have a webpage and we just havenôt 
been able to get it off the ground. We think Facebook is a great way to keep in contact 
with our members and post our luncheons and upcoming events. We are working on  

setting up quarterly Happy Hour for our Young Professionals and for all our members. 

Eric, Tara and I will be attending the Region 1 Fall Forum hosted by Chapter 42 in San 
Jose October 7-8. On October 7, Corridor Valuation will be offered and taught by Arthur 

G. Rahn. There is still time to register if you are interested in attending this seminar. 

Our annual Nominations and Elections for 2011 for Employer of the Year, Professional of 
the Year and the Sophie Yore Award will held in November, so please start thinking of 

who you might want to nominate! More information will follow soon.                    Kathleen 

mailto:kwest@centralsan.org
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Chapter 2 News:  Tributes, Tidbits and Luncheon Activities 

Welcome to our Newest Chapter 2 members:  Elaina Cuzick of the Mid Peninsula Regional Open Space District,  

Nathan M. Mott of PG&E and Michael D. Reeves of East Bay Regional Parks District (correctedðsee photo below). 

Please contact our Hospitality Chair, Denise Jackson, at djackson@arws.com to learn more about supporting the  

Chapter and promoting your business through a luncheon sponsorship.   

Septemberõs Luncheon was held at 1515 Restaurant in Walnut Creek. If you were lucky 

enough to attend, you enjoyed a good meal and speaker.   

Pictured above from left: Lisa Robertson, Secretary,  Kathleen West,       

President, Speaker Matt Henderson of Miller Starr Regalia and             

Eric Roman, Vice President. 

Pictured above is new member, Michael Reeves of 

EBRPD, who received his new Chapter pin, as did 

all those who attended the luncheon . 

Pictured to the left is Karen Eddleman of AR/WS, Chapter 2    

Relocation Committee Co-Chair (and Past President) and winner 

of our first raffle for a free lunch. Congratulations Karen, and 

thanks for hamming it up for the photo! 
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members 

President/International Director 
Kathleen West, 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

eroman@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Chad Wakefield 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

_________________________________ 
Secretary 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
_________________________________ 

Advertising 
Kevin Larson 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset & Property Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Communication & Marketing 
Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  

Nossaman, LLP 
mthornton@nossaman.com 

________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 
Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 

Contra Costa County  
mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Denise Jackson 

Associated Right of Way Services 
djackson@arws.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell 

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@sanleandro.org 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@sanleandro.org 
__________________________________ 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 

Professional Development  
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 

 
George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans 

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Young Professionals 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
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October Luncheon 
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October Luncheon Speakers 

MICHAEL THORNTON is a litigation partner who has practiced law for over 
20 years.  His practice focuses on complex business litigation matters and he 
has substantial trial experience.  Mr. Thornton has substantial experience    
investigating and litigating professional malpractice matters, including          
accountant and attorney malpractice cases.  He has also worked on large 
cases involving mortgage fraud and complex accounting issues. 

Mr. Thornton has an eminent domain and condemnation litigation practice         
representing both public entity and private clients and he has successfully 
handled inverse condemnation  matters.  He is also a healthcare litigator who 
litigates in peer review proceedings and in court and he has extensive         
experience in construction defect, products liability, environmental and        
insurance coverage litigation. 

Mr. Thornton has successfully mediated many cases on behalf of clients and believes that alternative  
dispute resolution should be explored as a way of successfully achieving the client's goals. 

Education 
J.D., University of California, Hastings College of the Law, 1984, Executive Editor of the Hastings        
International and Comparative Law Review 
B.A., University of California, Berkeley, 1981, with honors, Phi Beta Kappa 

 
GALE CONNOR has a distinguished practice encompassing many aspects 
of real property law. He is experienced in eminent domain, commercial    
leasing, acquisition, and disposition of improved and unimproved properties, 
real estate finance, and litigation of environmental, title, land 
use, condemnation and inverse condemnation cases. He also serves as   
special outside counsel for real estate acquisitions for various public       
agencies. 

 
Education 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, 1987 
B.A., Oberlin College, 1981, with honors 
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Region 1 News:  Fall Forum in San Jose 
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International News: Membership 



Chapter 2: A History, Part Two  By Vern Cummings, SR/WA 
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Meetings and Programs ð A Beginning 

The first Chapter meetings were held on the second Tuesday of each month at 
the Press Club in San Francisco.  The Luncheon cost between $0.83 and $1.03 
per person.  Each month there was a theme, such as Highway Day, Railroad Day, 
Utilities Day and Title Company Day.  During World War II, meetings continued, 
although attendance was limited.  After several meetings, members started to see 
their fellow members as colleagues rather than opponents during right of way 
transactions.  Meetings were later changed to the second Wednesday of each 
month and were primarily held at various restaurants in San Francisco.   In the 
1970s, the meetings were moved to the East Bay where restaurant prices were 

lower. 

 

 

 

Incorporation and Expansion 

In 1945, Frank Balfour suggested that the association incorporate and 
the idea was approved.  The association was incorporated on April 5, 
1946.  During the following years, the association expanded throughout 
the country as Balfour had planned back in 1935. Many chapters across 
the country were established, including in Alaska and Hawaii.  This led to   
annual combined meetings at various locations across the country.    
Chapter 2 hosted its first annual meeting May 28-29, 1958 at the Palace 

Hotel in San Francisco. 

 

Post-World War II 

After the war, major construction projects were planned in California as 
a result of a expanding population due to returning servicemen and a 
thriving economy.  The boom in public projects demanded right of way 
experts.  Membership in Chapter 2 increased steadily throughout the 
60s and 70s.  Some examples of large post-war projects included:  the   
Interstate Highways; the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) rail system; the 
California Aqueduct; and large scale utility expansion, just to name a 

few. 

Watch for A History:  Part Three in a future edition of Bayviews. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vern Cummings is Chair of the 75th Anniversary Celebration Committee.  Please contact Vern and volunteer to 

be one of the committee members at vcummings@arws.com. 



Chapter 2 Crossword:  Complete and Enter to Win a Free Lunch 
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Across 
2. An item that was once personal property but is now an integral part of the real estate 
7. Public regulations that control the allowable uses of real estate 
10. A contract where the owner transfers the right to use occupy or control part or all of a property for a stated time period 
13. Compensation for use of real property 
14. A lien imposed against property without the consent of an owner (e.g. taxes, special assessments) 
16. The amount asked, offered, or paid for a property 
17. Columns of townships east and west of the principal meridian 
18. A hold or claim that one party has on the property of another 
20. The evidence of a person's right to own or possess property 
21. Portion of Bill of Rights that guarantees private property not be taken for public use without just compensation 
22. An individual property map that shows lines and other features and usually attached to a legal description 
 

Down 
1. The acquisition of property rights by an adverse user 
3. Title held by two or more people each having equal and undivided interest buy without any right of survivorship 
4. Anything real or personal that is owned 
5. A territorial subdivision six miles square and contained 36 sections 
6. A deed conveying without warranty title interest or claim the grantor may have in the property conveyed 
8. Any right of use or occupancy of real estate other than an interest in property 
9. A building or other structure permanently attached to the land 
11. A visible permanent object placed by a surveyor to establish the lines and boundaries of land 
12. The degree of the slope of the land 
15. Unlawful interference with another's property 
19. A position of trust and confidence regarding financial transactions 
 

All done?  Then e-mail your completed crossword no later than October 14, 2011 to Lisa Robertson, Chapter Secretary, at 
lrobertson@centralsan.org for your chance to win a free lunch (redeemable for any Chapter 2 lunch, except for the Holiday 
lunch, through June 2012).  Good luck! 

ROW Vocabulary  
 

By Lisa Robertson  



Newsletter Sponsors 
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