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September Chapter Luncheon 

 



September 2 

Sponsor  the Region 1 Fall Forum 
 

September 7 
RSVP for the September Luncheon 

 

September 9 
September LuncheonñTopic:  Memory Power = Money Power  
Speaker:  David Coffill  Location:  Frankie, Johnnie & Luigiõs, Too, 

Dublin, CA 

 

October 2-3 

Regional Fall Forum in San Francisco 

 

 

October 12 

RSVP for October Luncheon 
 

October 14 
October LuncheonñTopic:  TOD at BART Stationñwith optional tour   

Location:   Back Forty Texas BBQ, Pleasant Hill, CA 
 

November 16 
RSVP for November Luncheon 

 

November 18ñNote DateñMoved due to holiday on 11/11/09 
November LuncheonñTopic:  Joint IRWA/Appraisal Institute  
 

December 9 
Holiday Luncheon 
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Region 1 Fall Forum Update 

 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñSeptember thru December 

Final preparations are being made for the Region 1 Fall Forum on October 2 and 3 in San Francisco.   
 

We are still looking for sponsors.  Thus far, AR/WS and Coates Field Service have committed to sponsoring the event.    Many thanks to 
these two organizations. 
 

Possible Sponsorship Items:  
Friday evening reception at the hotel 

Lanyards/name tags  
Material bags, pens, etc,  

Saturday Continental Breakfast  

Saturday Lunch  

Saturday P.M. refreshment  

Bay cruise  

 

Preliminary Itinerary:  

Friday 10/2/09, 2:30-5:00: Visit the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (possible CE credit)  

Friday 10/2/09, 6:00 to 9:00: No-host Reception with appetizers 

Saturday 10/3/09, 7:00-8:00: Continental Breakfast in meeting room at hotel  

Saturday 10/3/09, 8:00-4:30: Regional Meeting with lunch 

Saturday 10/3/09, 7:00ñ10:00: Trying to get 50 persons to commit to the event to reserve a deck of the HornBlower.  This last evening 

event has been opened up to all Chapter 2 members 

 

Please contact Chapter President Cheryl Sousa if you would like to become a sponsor at csous@pw.cccounty.us.  Thanks. 
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Chapter 2 Board Members 

President/International Director 
Cheryl Sousa,  

Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Kathleen West, 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Awards/Elections 

Open Seat 
_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin,  

CCCSD 
mmullin@centralsan.dst.ca.us 

_________________________________
Employment 

Jean Novotny, CEA,  
Novotny Machinery 

jnovotny@sbcglobal.net 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Open Seat 

_________________________________ 
Environmental 

Wayne Couto, MSA,  
U.S. Treasury Department 
Wayne.G.Couto@irs.gov 

Finance 
Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  

Erickson, Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson 
baguilar-guerrero@ebhw.com 

__________________________________ 
Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 

Elizabeth Engle,  
Santa Clara Valley Water District 

eengle@valleywater.org 
Open Seat 

__________________________________ 
Hospitality 

Chad Wakefield, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

chadwakefield@opcservices.com 
__________________________________ 

Law & Ethics 
Les Hausrath, Esq.,  

Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 
lhausrath@wendel.com 

__________________________________ 
Local Public Agency 
Maria Cresci, SR/WA,  

Alameda County 
mariac@acpwa.com 

__________________________________ 
Membership 

Wayne Prescott, MAI,  
The Schmidt-Prescott Group  

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net 
__________________________________ 

Newsletter Editor/Communication 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Bernadette Lambert, 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

blamber@bart.gov 
__________________________________ 

Pipeline 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development (2 Chairs) 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 
 

Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
 

 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Retired Members 

David Simmons, Jr., SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

valuerdave@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Rick Jones, SR/WA,  
bikejones48@sbcglobal.net 

_______________________________ 
Valuation (2 Chairs) 

Joyce Diaz, MAI,  
Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications (2 Chairs) 

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired1@gmail.com 
 

Suzanne Sullivan,  
Real Estate Services 

suzanne988@aol.com 
_______________________________ 

Thank you to our Board Members 
__________ 

 
Please consider serving on a Chapter 

Committee.  Please notify an Executive 

Board Member if you are interested. 
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Annual Chapter Awards  

Chapter 2 is pleased to announce that we are now accepting nominations for our annual Chapter awards to be presented at our Holiday Luncheon in  
December.  

 
The following awards are available: 

 

Sophie Yore Award 

Professional of the Year Award 

Employer of the Year Award  
 

If you think a fellow Chapter 2 member or organization contributed something special to the Chapter during 2009, please submit a nomination by the 

deadline below. 
 

 October 15, 2009  

to Vern Cummings at vcummings5@astound.net or vcummings@arws.com 
 

This year, we are implementing a slightly different procedure and ask that  besides a nomineeõs name, you submit at least one paragraph explaining why 
the nominee deserves the award.  The Chapter Board will review the nominations and request votes by the entire membership in late October. 

 

Donna Dawkins Memorial ScholarshipsñAccepting Applications  

 

Donna Dawkins receives an 

award for Newsletter of the 

Year (late 80s) 

Every year, IRWA Chapter 2 awards educational scholarships in memory of Donna Dawkins.  The Chapter 

is accepting applications now through October 31 for qualified members and their families.  Contact 

Vern Cummings at vcummings5@astound.net or vcummings@arws.com for an application.         
 

A bit of history: 

 
Donna was a beloved member of the IRWA who passed away on July 14, 2001.  Her husband Steve sees to 

it that her memory is kept alive through this annual program.   
 

Donna was born in Walnut Creek on December 2, 1944.  She was a loving wife and mother who balanced a 
professional career with her family   commitments.  She also found time to perfect her culinary and 

landscaping talents.  Donna was an advocate of womenõs rights and a pioneer for women in the       
workplace. She graduated from UC Berkeley in 1966.  She began her public service career at the Social 

Security Administration,   ending her career as manager of the Real Property Division at Contra Costa 

Countyõs Public Works Department.  Her commitment led to an appellate court decision that resulted in 
saving local entities countless dollars.  

 
Donna was awarded with our Chapterõs Professional of the Year in 1986.  She was President of the  

Chapter in 1991.   
 

Since her passing, Steve has diligently maintained a scholarship fund in her honor.  Dozens of deserving 
students have received much needed financial assistance through this program since its inception.  
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Presidentõs Message 

 

Dear Chapter 2 Members: 

 
I hope you all enjoyed your summer.  As fall approaches we have some wonderful events coming up that Iõd like to tell you about. 

 
Our September luncheon features Mr. David E. Coffill, CEO of Memory Technologies.  Mr. Coffill will introduce his workshop entitled òUltimate 

Recall Memory Workshopó.  This workshop was recently given at Chapter 42 (San Jose) and received rave reviews.   The venue will be a new 

one for a Chapter luncheon, Frankie, Johnnie & Luigi, Too!, but we understand the food is good. 

 

For Octoberõs luncheon, Jim Kennedy of the Contra Costa County Redevelopment Agency along with John Rennels of BART and Jeff White of 
Avalon Bay will be discussing transit-oriented development followed by an optional tour of the development at Pleasant Hill BART.   The venue 

will also be a new one for us, Back Forty Texas BBQ. 

 

Our Chapter will also be hosting Region 1õs Fall Forum in early October.  The forums are held twice a year (Spring and Fall).  These forums are 

an opportunity for each chapterõs officers, along with our Region 1 chairs, to meet and discuss the health and vitality of each of the chapters 

within our region and any updates from International.  We are still looking for any organization (or individual) who would like to make a 

donation to help make this a successful Forum.  I would like to take a moment to thank Sue Evans, Elaine Lipton and Coates Field Services for 

their generous donation.  They will receive a special mention at the Forum as an official sponsor.  We are also planning a fun event for 

Saturday evening after the meeting.  This year we have extended the invitation to our Chapter members.  If you would like to join us for 

dinner on the Bay on a HornBlower cruise please contact Tara Peterson as she needs to have a final count as soon as possible.   
 

In November, our Chapter luncheon will feature our annual joint meeting with the Appraisal Institute.  The location is still to be determined. 

 

Of course our Holiday luncheon will be held in December at a location still to be determined.  Donõt forget to nominate a deserving Chapter 

member or organization  for one of the awards to be given out that day.  In addition, Donna Dawkins memorial scholarships will be presented. 

 

It looks like the next few months are shaping up to be quite a busy time.  Hope to see you all at one or more of these events. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Cheryl 
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IRWA News  

Membership 

Changes to your contact information should be made through IRWA  Headquarters.  Please notify HQ with your updated information by  

contacting Bonnie Gray at gray@irwaonline.org and please let Membership Chair, Wayne Prescott, know of your changes via e-mail at: 

wprescott@ValuationConsultant.net.   Name tags can be obtained by contacting Pam Thompson at pokeyt@comcast.net. 

 

New Hospitality ChairñWelcome 

Chapter 2 is delighted to welcome Mr. Chad Wakefield of Overland, Pacific & Cutler as the Chapterõs new Hospitality Chair.  Chad will be  

taking on the responsibility of arranging luncheons and other events.  He will be replacing Pam Thompson, our beloved former Hospitality 

Chair, but Pam and Chad both feel he is up to the task.  Chad will be joining Pam at the September Luncheon check-in table, so please stop 

by and say hello and thank them both for their service to the Chapter.   

 

 

 

 Member Matters 

A message from the IRWA: 
 

October is International Right of Way Month   

  

To make it easy for chapters to participate in this international celebration, IRWA has created 

a Chapter Publicity Kit  for local use.    
  
We encourage you to  celebrate your local project successes with templates you can download 

and customize.   Conference Handouts, Videos and Photos Online!  

  

Presentations from conference sessions, videos and photos are all available online.  Check 

out  the  conference highlights .  
   

Requests for Proposals  

  

IRWA is seeking proposals to revise and update courses and Principles of Right of Way 

text.  View the  eligibility information .  

Annual Audit Now in Progress  

  

IRWA thanks all chapters for submitting financials. Once the audit is completed, final           

information will be posted on the website.  

mailto:gray@irwaonline.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102680340650&s=7990&e=001M-KqsJGceu3lT0t4YeRuwoAgujTlijzhRwyeJTZ-mvqFlfJMAeNIoG9kKvxrgl_ocPc9MB4UYykR2dRsH4Nv-wityzACwRSAh_4nqy_pn6bimcc-AVqoduOqB_vs4z-Ft-XFWzH_W9z53uImy6NEeIoI8220-1XyiDpDycoJ7L1swvonmvtj2kGr5jvt4Hq-
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102680340650&s=7990&e=001M-KqsJGceu0Lnvie7vTtDEXLN0G1IxTj2IpFl8M2HwGN_PYnbzIVELtLJKw1U4KxljEAALB1Cu6XJZy92fPZJfSAVxlg77yOOrPgDM0APGb6fBiDnoVYhlpyyS32DR8tGYITIZhLcfhXKR7swoxwHpJ_iLOzATDeGDa509zqVQdVn96XUORLDg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102680340650&s=7990&e=001M-KqsJGceu3KRnPU7RJOU_oGjqXaO13aBCyX3ly88Q-lgMsQ93dnFSXXmLIbVM0ewJqPgrrChJ_BijZSatahJO5rVdtlXCJlRCiNNb87vA1MRA8jyakLlltjOjNYb4IGcE3zV1HKY7Tx6inltaFHwfUXjvr_CFP8uZCYRylM99iczecq1i7d_w==
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Thanks to our Newsletter Sponsors for 2009 


