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 September Luncheon 

Bayviews 
September 2010 

 

Of Noteé 
 
Welcome to new Membership 
Chair Beth Bissell 
 
Thank you to our departing     
Membership Chair Wayne 
Prescott for your service 
 
Welcome to our newest  
Chapter members 
 
Donna Dawkins Memorial 
Scholarship applications are 
now being accepted for 2010 
scholarships ð watch for a 
special e-mail  



September 6 
Last day to RSVP for September Luncheon 
 
September  8 
Luncheon, featuring Bernadette Lambert presenting 
òThe G Forceó 
Location:  Conference Room - Wendel,Rosen,Black&Dean 
 
October 2 
Region 1 Fall Forum  
Location:  Sheraton Grand Sacramento 
 

October 11 
Last day to RSVP for October Luncheon 
 
October 13 
Luncheon, topic not finalized, Robert Abbott presenting  
Location:  Maryôs Pizza Shack, Petaluma 
 
November 17  NOTE THE DATE 
Joint AI Luncheon, featuring Les Hausrath presenting 
Rules of Evidence 
Location:  Conference RoomðWendel,Rosen,Black & Dean 
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Presidentõs Message 

Chapter 2 Member CalendarñSeptember thru November 

Dear Chapter Members: 
 
Iôd like to begin my message by welcoming Beth Bissell as our new Membership Chair and extending my appreciation 
to Wayne Prescott for serving as Chair for the past few years.  We would not have a successful Chapter without our 
wonderful volunteers; so thanks to both of you and all our chairs. 
 
There is a lot of activity at IRWA Headquarters with the roll out of the new Right of Way Professional Career Path, so I 
thought I would spend this monthôs message on this topic.  On August 17, the IRWA held a telephone conference for 
Education and Professional Development Chairs.  Several of us from Chapter 2 participated in the teleconference.    
Without going into great detail, I thought I would highlight some of the more important points of the new Career Path.   
 
The Career Path replaces the former Credentialing Program and commences in October 2010. 
 
If you are currently working toward your SR/WA, apply now for your designation. Complete an SR/WA Declaration Form, 
have it signed by a Chapter Professional Development Chair, and send in the fee so that you can take advantage of the 
current requirements and give yourself more time to finish the coursework.  If you do not complete and submit the form 
before the end of August, you will be subject to the new rules, which include an additional 40 units of credit.   
 
There are four levels on the new path, with the SR/WA continuing to be the highest designation possible.  Once you 
move up from one designation to the next, you do not retain the old designation.  The information on this program is 
available on the IRWA website at www.irwaonline.org.   
 
You probably have many questions if you are working toward an IRWA designation.  Chapter 2ôs Professional             
Development Chairs Steve Castellano and Debra Baker can assist you.  Steve can be reached at 
scastellano@arws.com and Debra at dbake@pw.cccounty.us.  Our Education Chair, Molly Mullin, is 
also a great resource for course information and can be reached at mmmullin2001@yahoo.com. 
         
All the best,  Tara 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=100000032240559


Page 3 - Bayviews 

Chapter 2 Board MembersñWelcome New Membership Chair Beth Bissell 

President/International Director 
Tara Peterson, SR/WA, 

City of San Leandro 
tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Kathleen West, 
CCCSD 

kwest@centralsan.dst.ca.us 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Secretary 
Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
eroman@arws.com 

_________________________________ 
Advertising 

Erik Woodhouse,  
Burchard & Rinehart  

erik@burchardandrinehart.com 
_________________________________ 

Asset Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_________________________________ 
Awards/Elections 

Pam Thompson 
PamThompson2000@comcast.net  

_________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

_________________________________
Employment 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 

beth@coatesfieldservice.com 
_________________________________ 

Engineering & Surveys 
Robert Abbott 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
RAbbott@bart.gov 

 

Environmental 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Finance 

Brenda Aguilar-Guerrero,  
Meyers Nave 

baguilar-guerrero@meyersnave.com 
__________________________________ 

Government Liaison (2 Chairs) 
Bernadette Lambert 

Bay Area Rapid Transit 
BLamber@bart.gov 

George Fernandez  
Caltrans 

george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Chad Wakefield, 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
chadwakefield@opcservices.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez  

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

__________________________________ 
Membership 
Beth Bissell,  

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor/Communication 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@ci.san-leandro.ca.us 
__________________________________ 

Past President 
Cheryl Sousa, SR/WA, 
Contra Costa County 
csous@pw.cccounty.us 

__________________________________ 

Pipeline 
Sue Evans,  

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Professional Development (2 Chairs) 

Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

scastellano@arws.com 

Professional Development, cont.  
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Property Management 
Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  

Port of San Francisco 
phil_williamson@sfport.com 

_______________________________ 
Relocation (2 Chairs) 

Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmelanson@opcservices.com 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Retired Members 
Open Seat 

_______________________________ 
Technology 
Craig Fries,  

Precision Simulation 
CRAIG@PRECISIONSIM.com 

_______________________________ 
Transportation 

Open Seat 
_______________________________ 

Valuation (2 Chairs) 
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmail@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Wireless Communications  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

 

mailto:PamThompson2000@comcast.net


New Chapter Member Feature 
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Christine C. Fitzgerald1 joined her fatherôs firm in 1990 and her experience covers every   

aspect of eminent domain litigation, including coordination of all stages of condemnation 

from single parcel acquisitions to large-scale public works and redevelopment projects2. She 

provides project pre-planning and pre-acquisition counseling from a condemnation standpoint 

in terms of right to take defenses or valuation problems regarding, inter alia, the                

environmental process and CEQA issues, clean-up of contaminated property, wetlands     

mitigation, partial acquisitions, title questions, improvements and utilities. She administers 

and oversees all steps of the pre-condemnation statutory and regulatory process for           

compliance with the requirements of the California Relocation Assistance Act (and its Federal 

counterpart, the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition      

Policies Act of 1970), as well as The Eminent Domain Law, including Government Code 

Section 7267.2 offers, appraisal summary statements, notices of intent, staff  reports and    

resolutions of necessity, deposits of compensation and preparation of the administrative     

record. She works closely with, and provides direction to land acquisition and right-of-way agents, city/county planners, 

engineers, relocation specialists, appraisers in the development and implementation of Real Estate Acquisition         

Management Plans. She further conducts both closed session and public hearing presentations to public entity clients.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1Admitted: 1987, California and U.S. District Court, Northern District of California; Law School: McGeorge School of 

Law, University of the Pacific, J.D., 1987; College: Santa Clara University, B.A., 1984; member in good standing with 

the State Bar of California, the San Mateo County Bar Association and the Monterey County Bar Association. 

 
2 Ms. Fitzgerald coordinated two major redevelopment projects in the City of Pittsburg involving approximately 280 

residential/commercial properties, handling both negotiated transactions and condemnation proceedings.  Moreover, she 

coordinated from inception the major road widening of Railroad Avenue in the City of Pittsburg on compressed time 

constraints, prosecuting approximately 35 separate condemnation actions simultaneously in Contra Costa County      

Superior Court.   

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In addition to the Richmond Parkway Project noted above, the Fitzgerald firm was retained in October 2007, as part of a 

large acquisition team for a major transportation project in the City of Livermore. Known as the Isabel Avenue/Interstate 

580 Interchange Project, the project was part of the California Transportation Commissionôs Corridor Mobility         

Improvement Account (Proposition 1B) in which $68 million was authorized for the project. The Isabel Avenue/I-580 

Interchange fulfilled the terms of a Cooperative Agreement with Cal-Trans and the regional goals identified by the    

Metropolitan Transportation Commission, Alameda County Congestion Management Agency, and the Tri-Valley    

Transportation Council to reduce freeway congestion and improve the transportation link for moving goods and people 

to the work centers located in the south Bay Area from I-580. Ms. Fitzgerald was responsible for overseeing the         

acquisition of over twenty (20) parcels, ten (10) of which required the filing of eminent domain actions in the Alameda 

County Superior Court. Only one action proceeded to trial which resulted in successful rulings in favor of the City on 

several major issues  
 
As to both government and property owner, both direct and inverse condemnation actions, Ms. Fitzgerald has handled 

upwards to 350 cases, involving both negotiated transactions and Superior Court condemnation proceedings. This       

includes initial filing and related matters, all law and motion, and all discovery relating to legal and valuation issues such 

as right to take defenses and determination of just compensation, as well as all pre-trial and trial preparation. Ms.       

Fitzgerald further handles all post trial and/or settlement matters, as well as appellate matters (both writs and appeals).  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ms. Fitzgerald can be reached at  the Law Offices of Herman H. Fitzgerald, telephone (650) 348-5196.   
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New Chapter Member Feature 

Herman H. Fitzgerald1 began his career as a staff trial attorney in the San Francisco Office 

of Cal-Trans where he tried freeway-taking cases, including major interchange acquisition 

before entering private practice in 1968. 

  

In his practice, Mr. Fitzgerald continues to handle highway, transportation and other public 

project condemnation cases, including representing local public agencies on joint projects 

with Cal Trans. Mr. Fitzgerald has prepared well in excess of 1,000 condemnation cases for 

trial and has tried through to verdict and/or judgment in excess of 200 condemnation trials. 

The cases involved full takings and partial takings of both urban and rural properties, fee and 

easement takings, water system and water rights, putting into issue damages arising out of 

severance, business goodwill, cost to cure, zoning and pre-condemnation activities in addition 

to compensation for the property being damaged and/or taken.  The majority of the cases have 

been California Superior Court jury trials, with a significant number of Federal District Court 

and United States Court of Federal Claims cases. The properties have been situated in the following counties: Alameda, 

Amador, Contra Costa, Del Norte, El Dorado, Fresno, Humboldt, Kern, Kings, Lake, Madera, Marin, Mendocino, 

Merced, Modoc, Monterey, Napa, Orange, Placer, Riverside, Sacramento, San Benito, San Diego, San Francisco, San 

Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta, Solano, Siskiyou, Sonoma, 

Stanislaus, Tulare, Ventura, Yolo, and Yuba. 

 

Mr. Fitzgerald has appeared before the Public Utilities Commission, testified as an expert witness on condemnation  

matters including issues relating to public utility acquisitions and recovery of attorney fees, has lectured and participated 

in numerous seminars in the eminent domain/inverse condemnation field and has been a member of the State Bar    

Committee on Condemnation Law and Procedure, having served as Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary. (1985-

1989, Chairman, 1988-1989, Vice-Chairman, 1987-1988 and Secretary, 1986-1987.) He was also Chairman of the   

Continuing Education of the Bar, New Eminent Domain Law (Northern California) in 1976. Mr. Fitzgerald has been 

involved with and participated in drafting legislation and conferring with and testifying before legislative committees 

involving California Eminent Domain Statutes. Mr. Fitzgerald was prior President of, and a 25-year member of the    

International Right of Way Association. He currently practices with his daughter (and partner) Christine C. Fitzgerald. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Admitted: 1962, California; 1974, U.S. Claims Court; Law School: University of Toledo, J.D., 1961; College:        

University of Toledo, B.B.A., 1954; member in good standing with the State Bar of California, the San Mateo County 

Bar Association and the Monterey County Bar Association. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Fitzgerald can be reached at  the Law Offices of Herman H. Fitzgerald, telephone (650) 348-5196.   

New Chapter Members 

Welcome our newest Chapter members.  In addition to Christine Fitzgerald, Esq. and Herman Fitzgerald, Esq. who 
we introduced in the above features,  we would like to welcome some other new members to Chapter 2.  With any luck, 
we will be able to provide biographies of these gentlemen in an upcoming issue of Bayviews. 
 
William Rasmussen, President of Rasmussen Planning, Inc. 
Andrew Turner, Esq. of Turner & Turner 
Jon Yuriar, Property Agent for the City of Modesto 
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 Newsletter Sponsors for 2010 


