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Greetings Chapter Members!  

I am so excited that September has finally   
arrived! I would like to thank Associated 
Right of Way Services (AR/WS)  for         
sponsoring our first lunch of the 2011-2012 
fiscal year at 1515 Restaurant in Walnut 
Creek. With Matt Henderson, Esq. of Miller 

Star Regalia speaking about the Basics of Title Insurance, Easements 
and related legal matters, it is going to be an informative lunch for sure. 

The Board met on August 16 and it proved to be a very productive   
meeting. We had a lot of great ideas to encourage more of our members 
to attend our monthly luncheons. We are no longer going to have a cash 
raffle. Starting with our September lunch we will have a raffle for the    
opportunity to win a complimentary lunch for the next luncheon or any 
luncheon thereafter.  Only the members who attend will be entered into 
the raffle.  So every time you come, you increase your chance of        
winning.   

We have some really great venues and speakers lined up this year. Our 
October lunch will be held at Il Fornaio in Walnut Creek with a           
presentation from Mike Thornton and Gale Connor of Nossaman LLP. In 
November, our lunch will be held at Frankie, Johnnie & Luigi in Dublin 
with a presentation from Jerry Colburn of Overland, Pacific & Cutler, Inc., 
and our holiday lunch will be at Vic Stewartôs in Walnut Creek.  

Chapter Secretary Lisa Robertson and I will be taking the SR/WA       
Review Course and Exam in Martinez September 20-22 to obtain our 
SR/WA designation. We are both very excited to have the opportunity to 
obtain the most prestigious professional designation granted to the Right 
of Way professional who has achieved professional status through          
experience, education and examination. There is still time to sign up for 
this course and I encourage you to sign up while the course is being held 
locally even if you are still shy of your 5 years of experience. 

Donôt forget that we will be distributing new name tags beginning with the 
September luncheon. I am looking forward to seeing you all!  

Kathleen  
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Chapter 2 News:  Tributes, Tidbits and a Tasty Lunch 

 Welcome to our Newest Chapter 2 members: 

 Robin Erdmann of The Robin Erdmann Group 

 Michael D. Reeves of East Bay Municipal Utility District 

 

Our new Executive Board has been busy making changes.  You can read about some of these changes in the Presidentôs 

Message on page 2 and in the Board Meeting Minutes on page 7.  One change is a call for luncheon sponsors.  To    

maintain the current price of $20 per member to attend our luncheons, we are asking for sponsors.  Please contact our 

Hospitality Chair,   Denise Jackson, at djackson@arws.com to learn more about this great opportunity to support the 

Chapter and promote your business.  Thank you to AR/WS for volunteering to be our first luncheon sponsor!   
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Chapter 2 Board and Committee Members 

President/International Director 
Kathleen West, 

CCCSD 
kwest@centralsan.org 

_________________________________ 
Vice President/International Director 

Eric Roman, R/W-AC, 
Associated Right of Way Services 

eroman@arws.com 
_________________________________ 

Treasurer 
Chad Wakefield 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler 
cwakefield@opcservices.com 

_________________________________ 
Secretary 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
_________________________________ 

Advertising 
Kevin Larson 

Burchard & Rinehart  
kevin@burchardandrinehart.com 

_________________________________ 
Asset & Property Management 

Phil Williamson, SR/WA,  
Port of San Francisco 

phil_williamson@sfport.com 
_________________________________ 

Communication & Marketing 
Michael G. Thornton, Esq.  

Nossaman, LLP 
mthornton@nossaman.com 

________________________________ 
Donna Dawkins Scholarship Committee 

Vern Cummings, SR/WA,  
Associated Right of Way Services 

vcummings@astound.net 
_________________________________ 

Education 
Molly Mullin, SR/WA,  

Retired 
mmmullin2001@yahoo.com 

 
Michele Trecek, SR/WA, 

Contra Costa County  
mtrecek@pw.co.contra-costa.ca.us 

_________________________________ 
Engineering & Surveys 

Robert Abbott 
Bay Area Rapid Transit 

RAbbott@bart.gov 

Environment 
Wayne Couto, MSA,  

U.S. Treasury Department 
wgcouto@yahoo.com 

__________________________________ 
Government & Local Public Agency 
George Fernandez, SR/WA, R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jalbert@gmail.com 

__________________________________ 

Historical & 75th Anniversary 
Vern Cummings, SR/WA, 

Associated Right of Way Services 
vcummings5@astound.net or  

vcummings@arws.com 
__________________________________ 

Hospitality 
Denise Jackson 

Associated Right of Way Services 
djackson@arws.com 

__________________________________ 
Law & Ethics 

Les Hausrath, Esq.,  
Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean LLP 

lhausrath@wendel.com 
__________________________________ 

Membership 
Beth Bissell 

Coates Field Service 
beth@coatesfieldservice.com 

__________________________________ 
Newsletter Editor 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@sanleandro.org 
__________________________________ 

Nominations & Elections 
Lisa Robertson 

CCCSD 
lrobertson@centralsan.org 

__________________________________ 
Past President 

Tara Peterson, SR/WA,  
City of San Leandro 

tpeterson@sanleandro.org 
__________________________________ 

Professional Development  
Steve Castellano, SR/WA,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
scastellano@arws.com 

 

Professional Development  
Debra Baker, SR/WA,  
Contra Costa County 

dbake@pw.cccounty.us 
_______________________________ 

Relocation 
Cecilia Melanson, SR/WA, 
Overland, Pacific & Cutler 

cmmrelo.comcast.net 
 

Karen Eddleman 
Associated Right of Way Services 

keddleman@arws.com 
_______________________________ 

Transportation 
Bernadette Lambert 

Braun & Jalbert 
Braun.and.Jailbert@gmail.com 

 
George Fernandez, SR/WA,  R/W-EC 

Caltrans 
george_fernandez@dot.ca.gov 

_______________________________ 
Utilities 

(Pipeline) 
Sue Evans 

Coates Field Service 
srevans@coatesfieldservice.com 

 
(Wireless Communications)  

Alan C. Louie, SR/WA,  
Acquisition Services 

aclwired2@gmail.com 
_______________________________ 

Valuation  
Joyce Diaz, MAI,  

Diaz, Diaz & Boyd, Inc. 
jldmai@ddb-inc.com 

 
Karen Couto, SR/WA, MAI,  

Associated Right of Way Services 
kcouto@arws.com 

_______________________________ 
Young Professionals 

Lisa Robertson 
CCCSD 

lrobertson@centralsan.org 
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Region 1 News:  Fall Forum in San Jose 
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International News: Advancing Careers through the IRWA 
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SR/WA Preparation Course and Test 
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Board Meeting MinutesñAugust 16, 2011 

Attendees: Kathleen West, President      Steve Castellanos, PDC Chair          Eric Roman, Vice President  
  Chad Wakefield, Treasurer      Denise Jackson, Hospitality Chair     Lisa Robertson, Secretary   
   
Meeting Location:  Associated Right of Way Services, Pleasant Hill   
 
1. IRWA Chapter 2 Board Meeting called to order at 2:09 p.m. 

2. Discussion of Ways to Increase our Monthly Luncheon Membership ð The Board discussed ways to encourage more of its members to 

attend its monthly luncheons and to avoid increasing the monthly luncheon cost. Some ideas were: 

Different restaurant venues and attracting good speakers and possibly doing more lunches in different member areas like San Francisco 

or the North Bay.  

It was also discussed that the chapter is not breaking even on our lunches at the current $20 a person so to keep from having to       

increase the cost the Board recommended charging members $25 for late cancellations and no-shows.  

In addition, it was suggested that we obtain sponsorship for our lunches in the amount of $250 in return for advertisement in the        
newsletter, flyer and the opportunity for the company to pass out promotional items at the lunch that they are sponsoring. This will allow 
the chapter to continue to offer lunches at $20 per person and not increase the price right now. ARWS agreed to sponsor the September 

luncheon.   

3.   Speaker Appreciation Gift ð The Board agreed that we will now present our luncheon speakers with a $25 gift card from Amazon.com to 

show appreciation to our speakers.  Action Item: Chad to purchase 10 gift cards from Amazon.com for speakers in the amount of $25. 

4. Discussion on Whether to Keep Current Luncheon Cash Raffle ï The Board was in agreement that we will eliminate the monthly cash 
drawing. Starting at the September luncheon we will now be raffling off a complimentary lunch to a member in attendance of the current lunch 

for a complimentary lunch for the next or future luncheon.  

5. Name Tag Distribution ð Name tags will be distributed at the September luncheon. Action Item: Kathleen to mention nametag distribution in 

Septemberôs President Greeting. 

6. SR/WA Review Course 9/20-9/22 ð The course will be held at Central Contra Costa Sanitary District in Martinez.  The Chairs for the        
committee were not present to discuss the number of people registered for the class. Action Item:  Kathleen to contact course coordinator 

David Kramer to confirm current number of attendees. 

7. Discussion of Laptop ð The Board purchased a laptop several years ago to help the treasurer do Quickbooks for tax reporting purposes. 
Since Quickbooks is now available online, the laptop is no longer needed and becoming obsolete.  After discussion, the Board approved   
disposition by donation of the assets to a charity/non-profit. Action Item: Eric to donate the computer and associated equipment to a charity or 

school; Chad to reflect disposal of said items from the fixed asset list of the Chapterôs accounts. 

8. Treasurerõs Report ð Chad reported that our total assets are $46,233.52. Our cash  checking account has a balance of $11,672.04 and cash 
in Education Checking Account is $0.00. The Money Market Savings account has a balance of $8,489.29. Donna Dawkins Savings account 

balance is $270.11. We have a CD Value of $25,480.14 and fixed assets of $321.94. Action Item:  Chad to confirm the maturity dates of CDôs. 

9. Other Items ð The Board had postponed discussion to raise the local chapter membership dues by $10 until after the International           
Conference in Atlanta since International was voting on increasing International Dues by $10. (International Membership Dues were $195 for 
new members and renewing members and will now be $205 and the cost for local Chapter 2 dues will stay $10). Since the dues for           
International were raised, the Board decided to not raise the local chapter dues. The Board will discuss raising the luncheon costs in early 

2012 (if needed) after implementing the sponsorship program, etc. 

10.  Meeting adjourned at 3:37 pm. 

 

 



Chapter 2: A History, Part One  By Vern Cummings, SR/WA 

Page 8 - Bayviews 

An Association is Born  

Prior to the 1930s, right of way acquisition could be classified as ñhit and 
missò.  Serious, legitimate valuation attempts prior to the start of           
acquisition were rarely made.  Agents were not formally trained and 
came from various backgrounds.  In 1931, Frank Balfour entered the right 
of way profession with the California Division of Highways (DOH).     
Training at the DOH in those days involved being paired with a senior 
agent.  Frank was simply given a stack of documents and told to ñget 
them signedò.  The inconsistent methodology among agents created a 
poorly organized work force and a potentially dangerous work              

environment.  Frank 
recognized the need 
to bring right of way 
people together for 
the profession to 
really flourish. 

In 1933, Frank met with George Mitchell, Right of Way Agent for the Los 
Angeles County Road Department.  As a result of that meeting, the two 
decided to start the Southern California Right of Way Association 
(SCRWAA).  The purpose was to bring everyone involved in public and 
private right of way land activities, including, appraisers, title workers and 
attorneys together to unite their efforts.  The goal of this unification was to elevate right of way work 
to a professional level.  In December 1934, the first meeting was held, the first Executive Committee 
was elected with Frank Balfour as its president and Chapter 1 was formed. 

In 1935, the name of the association was changed to the American Right of Way Association.  In 
1936, the first draft of a Right of Way Procedure and Land Acquisition manual was published and 
the first 12-week course on land title was held. 

Chapter 2 Begins  

In 1935, John De Vere, Right of Way Agent with Pacific Telephone, heard about the American Right 
of Way Association and discussed expansion to Northern California.  As a result of discussions with 
Chapter 1, Chapter 2 started to take form.  The first meeting was at the Palace Hotel in San       
Francisco on April 19, 1938.  The original name of was The Northern California Chapter of the 
American Right of Way Association.  There was a special delegation at the meeting from Chapter 1, 
including Frank Balfour.  At the meeting, Frank Balfour outlined plans for nationalizing the             
association and stressed the importance of refraining from political discussions in meetings of the 
association. 

Chapter 2ôs founding members came from various areas in northern California, including             
Sacramento, Stockton, Eureka and the Bay Area.  They represented organizations like the California 
Division of Highways, Bank of America, Standard Oil, Pacific Telephone, the State Board of     
Equalization, East Bay Municipal Utility District, A.T. & S. F. Railway, Pacific Gas and Electric    
Company and several title companies. 

Frank Balfour 
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Sophie Yore  

Critical to the success of the fledgling Chapter 2, was the commitment of the secretary to the Chief 
Right of Way Agent at the DOH.  The secretary was Sophie Yore.  From Chapter 2ôs inception until 
she passed away in 1990, she kept all of the Chapter records and remained a champion for the   
ideals of the organization and tirelessly promoted the Chapter.  If a new employee was hired at the 
DOH (later known as Caltrans), the first thing she would tell the new employee was ñif you want to 
get ahead in the job you are going to join the Right of Way Association and here is an applicationò. 

Never officially a member of Chapter 2, Sophie Yore kept 
the records of all members that joined.  In addition, as 
each new president was installed she let them know what 
was required and made sure that they did it.  After retiring 
from Caltrans, she continued to work continually for the 
Chapter.  At the 50

th
 Chapter Anniversary Celebration, 

Sophie was finally named an honorary member of the     
Chapter.  After her passing, the Chapter Board             
recognized her contributions to the Chapter by              
establishing an annual award in her honor.  The award is 
given to a Chapter member who embodies a spirit of    
service toward the organization over the course of their 
career. 

 

Sophie Yore is pictured to the left busy preparing for an IRWA 

event. 

 

 

Watch for Chapter 2: A History, Part Two in next monthôs edition of Bayviews. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vern Cummings is Chair of the 75th Anniversary Celebration Committee.  Please contact Vern and 

volunteer to be one of the committee members.  We need everyone to do their part to help us plan, 

prepare, and execute this special event with the commitment and energy that Sophie would bring.  

Letõs make her proud of her legacy.   

Vern can be reached at vcummings@arws.com. 
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Newsletter Sponsors 

September 12  
Deadline to RSVP for September Luncheon 
 
 
September 14 12:00 noon 
Luncheon 
Speaker:  Matt Henderson of Miller Starr Regalia 
Topic:  The Basics of Title Insurance, Easements and  
Related Legal Matters 
Location:  1515 in Walnut Creek (1515 Main Street)  
(Pick up your new name tag!) 

October 8 
Region 1 Fall Forum 

San Jose 
 

October 10 
Deadline to RSVP for October Luncheon 

 
October 12 
Luncheon 

Speakers: Gale Conner & Michael Thornton of Nossaman 
Topic: TBD 

Location: Il Fornaio Walnut Creek  
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Newsletter Sponsors 
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Newsletter Sponsors  


