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President’s Message (continued from page 1): 
 
 Tony Correia is an independent contractor with the firm of Correia - Xavier, Inc., after serving as Presi-
dent of the firm for sixteen years. He is an instructor of appraisal courses and seminars throughout the nation 
and Mexico, and is also a frequent public speaker on agricultural, appraisal, taxation, and estate planning is-
sues, and the vineyard and wine industries. He has been a guest speaker for many organizations, including 
the American Bar Association, the Appraisal Institute, the American Society of Appraisers, the Land Trust Alli-
ance, the California CPA Education Foundation, and many institutions of higher education. Tony is also quali-
fied as an Expert Witness in many courts, a member and past chairman of the Fresno County Tax Assessment 
Appeals Board, a past President of the California Chapter of the American Society of Farm Managers and Ru-
ral Appraisers, and member and past president of Chapter 50 of the International Right of Way Association.  
 After undergraduate work at Saint Mary’s College of California and Syracuse University, Tony gradu-
ated from California State University, Fresno, with a major and post-graduate work in English and a second 
major in Russian. Prior pursuits include former lives as a grape grower and as a military intelligence analyst, 
cryptologist, and linguist. Tony has also been employed in various local, state, and federal government posi-
tions, including a tour as an IRS examiner. He now lives in Sonoma with his wife Stephanie, and enjoys travel, 
great literature and music, fast cars, slow cooking, gardening, the study of wine, and the pursuit of knowledge. 
 Once again, I would like to ask all of you to support our chapter.  Your attendance is very important to 
our survival. If you have an idea for a speaker, pass it on to Gordon Watkins. If you have not served on the 
board, please take it into serious consideration. We would like to see some new names on the ballot this time 
next year. Set a goal of obtaining your SR/WA.  Several of our members have recently attained SR/WA candi-
dacy status or other certifications.  I would like to encourage our current members to recruit at least one new 
member this coming year and increase our membership and networking environment.  I hope to see you all at 
our next meeting on September 12th. 
 
Tony Joaquin 
President, IRWA Chapter 50  

MISSION STATEMENT: 

The mission of the International Right of Way Association is to unite the efforts of its 
members toward individual development, improved service to employers and to the pub-
lic and improvement in the body of knowledge related to the professional tasks of its 
members. To achieve these goals, the Association provides a Code of Ethics and Rules of 
Professional Conduct, a forum for the exchange and advancement of ideas, education 
courses and seminars, and a program of professional development. 

Website information: 

International: http://www.irwaonline.org 

Region 1: http://region1.irwachapter46.org/pages/  
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Chapter 50 
July/August 2008 

 
WestAmerica Checking $   2,241.05 
 
WestAmerica Savings  $  1,804.43 
 
County Bank – 7 mo CD $  5,295.20 
 
County Bank - 6 mo CD $  5,215.49 
 
County Bank – 18 mo CD $  6,020.23 
 
Cash on Hand   $       75.00      
 
   TOTAL  $20,781.40  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Michael (Mike) Iliff, ARA, 
from Fresno Madera Farm Credit, spoke regarding  

"Trends in Agricultural Land & Lease Values" at the American 
Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers (ASFMRA) 

2008 Spring Ag Outlook in April and generously agreed to give 
our group a similar presentation at our June 13th meeting.  

Mike, having completed the required education and test for ac-
creditation, is an Accredited Rural Appraiser with the designa-
tion of ARA in addition to being a State of California Certified 

General Real Estate Appraiser.  Mike has been doing appraisal 
work since 1983, currently works for Fresno Madera Farm 

Credit, and is an Instructor of Farm and Ranch Appraisal (Ag. 
Econ. 136) at California State University, Fresno.  

More talk about making 
Highway 99 an Interstate 
VISALIA, August 22, 2008 10:55am 
•  Would cost $1 Billion  
•  Depends on feds lowering standards  
 Talk about turning Highway 99, which runs 
most of the length of the Central Valley, now centers on 
lowering federal standards for the road and thus cutting 
the cost of conversion to a mere $1 billion from earlier 
estimates of as high as $19 billion. 
 State highway officials say they’re led to be-
lieve from talks with the Federal Highway Administration 
that waivers could be issued for locations along the 
highway where shoulders are too narrow or have other 
shortcomings. 
 The total price tag would actually be about $7 
billion, since Caltrans is planning about $6 billion in im-
provements to the highway whether or not it makes it 
into the Interstate system. 
Central Valley congressmen Jim Costa, D-Fresno, and 

Devin Nunes, R-Visalia, are trying to revive interest in 
converting the highway, something that has been dis-
cussed for several decades by some local leaders. 
 

Central Valley Business Times  

http://www.centralvalleybusinesstimes.com/
stories/001/?ID=9645 

http://www.paragon-partners.com/
http://www.ufsrw.com/


 

 
By Marcus Green • magreen@courier-journal.com • June 12, 2008 
 
A new study proposes sweeping changes in how the federal government deals with issues from innovation to transporta-
tion with the aim of creating policies that favor Louisville and the nation's other metropolitan areas. 
 The report, to be released today by the Washington-based Brookings Institution, recommends government fund-
ing for regional networks of businesses, governments and universities. The report also advocates giving local officials 
greater control over road and transit dollars and treating highway and public transportation projects with equal priority. 
 "It's just common sense that if you're trying to solve a problem, all the solutions to that problem need to be judged 
by the same standards," said David Morse, a Louisville activist who is pushing for increased funding for the city's bus sys-
tem. 
 The Brookings report, part of the think tank's suggestions for reforms and policy changes called a "Blueprint for 
American Prosperity," proposes more than two dozen ways the federal government can strengthen metro areas. 
 They include: 

• Creating a national innovation foundation that would put under one roof splintered innovation programs in 
different agencies. 

• Establishing an infrastructure corporation to identify and pay for important regional and national transporta-
tion projects, with the aim of replacing the existing highway trust fund. 

• Amending federal real estate law to require that home sellers disclose home-energy and other energy-
efficient certifications. 

• Creating a Metro Innovations Network to seek the best regional governance policies, such as shared ser-
vices. 

 
 Louisville and the rest of the nation's 100 largest metropolitan areas make up the bulk of the U.S. population, jobs 
and economic output, but federal policies don't adequately address the needs of cities and their surrounding counties, ac-
cording to Brookings analysts. 
 "No place can go it alone in resolving all the kinds of challenges that are thrown up by the massive change we are 
confronting in this country in a globalizing economy. … Metropolitan areas are admirably responding to those challenges, 
but there are limits to what their local control can achieve," said Mark Muro, public policy director for Brookings' Metropoli-
tan Policy Program. 
 U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth, D-3rd District, said the report will "add momentum to a major shift that is taking place in 
Washington on how we respond to the needs of our communities. Members of Congress are finally beginning to look past 
quick fixes that get them only as far as the next election -- and to long-term policy reforms that address the problems our 
communities face." 
 Brookings also is releasing new rankings for the nation's 100 largest metro areas, with the data showing mixed 
results for Louisville. 
 Aside from the fifth-heaviest output of carbon emissions among those areas, residents in the 13-county metro 
area are attaining bachelor's degrees at a slower rate than all but 12 other places. 
 The data also show that from 1980 to 2000, only nine areas swallowed more rural land for each new housing unit 
than did the Louisville area's 3.61 acres. The average for all metro areas over that time was less than one acre. 
 Yet the area fared well in other measures. While the middle class -- those families making between 80 percent 
and 150 percent of an area's median income -- declined by 10.7 percentage points in metro areas from 1970 to 2005, Lou-
isville's fell by 8.7 percentage points. 
 Local officials welcomed the report. 
 Metro Mayor Jerry Abramson praised the report for proposing a "federal vision" in areas such as transportation 
infrastructure. 
 
Reporter Marcus Green can be reached at (502) 582-4675 
http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080612/BUSINESS/806120373/1003  

IDEAS WOULD AID LARGE CITIES 
BROOKINGS STUDY SEES MAJOR CHANGE 
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OFFICERS 

President—Tony Joaquin, SR/WA  (559) 621-8662 
 tony.joaquin@fresno.gov 
Vice President—Gordon Watkins  (559) 445-6181 
 gordon_watkins@dot.ca.gov 
Secretary—Barbie Barnes, SR/WA  (559) 445-6233 
 barbie_barnes@dot.ca.gov 
Treasurer—Maria Toles   (559) 445-6072 
 maria_toles@dot.ca.gov 
Past President—Craig Hansen, SR/WA (559) 621-8696 
 craig.hansen@fresno.gov 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Asset Management 
 Charles Briggs, SR/WA  (559) 291-2548 
Education—Barbie Barnes, SR/WA (559) 445-6233 
 barbie_barnes@dot.ca.gov 
Ethics—Wanda Aaron   (559) 435-8919 
 wlaaron@sbcglobal.net 
Liaison—Tina Sumner   (559) 324-2082 
 tinas@ci.clovis.ca.us 
Local Public Agency 
 Bill Nuttman   (559) 439-3426 
Membership—Roberta Odahl, SR/WA (559) 445-6217 
 roberta_odahl@dot.ca.gov 
Newsletter Editor/Publisher—Michelle Smith (559) 262-4087 
 mmsmith@co.fresno.ca.us 
Pipeline & Utilities 
 Owen Helm   (559) 275-1730 
Professional Development 
 Barbie Barnes, SR/WA (1)  (559) 445-6233 
 Tony Joaquin, SR/WA (2)  (559) 438-5100 
 Roberta Odahl, SR/WA (3)  (559) 445-6217 
Relocation—Gordon Watkins, SR/WA (559) 445-6181 
 gordon_watkins@dot.ca.gov 
Right of Way Environment—Don Daily (559) 228-7020 
 dondaily@att.com 
Survey—Jules Gottschalk   (559) 276-5938 
 jpg5477@yahoo.com 
Transportation—Tony Joaquin, SR/WA (559) 621-8662 
 tony.joaquin@fresno.gov 
Valuation—Rick Smith   (559) 435-6077 
 reffevalue@worldnet.att.net 
Wireless 
 Jerry Janigian   (559) 445-6234 

International Right of Way Association 
San Joaquin Valley Chapter No. 50 

Fresno, California 
2008 
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http://www.arws.com/
http://www.opcservices.com/
http://www.dmavalue.com/


 

Present   

Craig Hansen, Barbie Barnes, Tony Joaquin, Mi-
chelle Smith, Roberta Odahl, Gordon Watkins, 
Maria Toles 

Call to Order 

President, Tony Joaquin, called the Board meeting 
to order at 12:25 pm. 

Education 

Barbie will begin the process of coordinating the 
IRWA #410, Review of Appraisals for Eminent 
Domain.  Jim Finnegan has agreed to teach.  Mi-
chelle will look into finding a location to hold the 
class. 

Old Business 

Discussed reimbursing Gordon for the April field 
trip to the San Joaquin River Conservatory.  
Gordon will submit receipts to Maria within the 
week. 

Educational Conference was a huge success.  The 
seminars were highly attended with a focus on the 
Senate Bills, and Federal guideline changes. 

Chapter 50 donated $250 in honor of Jim Finne-
gan at the Annual Conference. 

Board approved Tony’s request for reimbursement 
for Educational Conference in Texas.  Gordon’s 
receipts pending. 

New Business 

Tony Correia will be our September speaker.  
Senator Costa has tentatively agreed to be our 
October speaker. 

Board discussed budget for Tony and Gordon’s 
attendance at the Fall Forum in Hawaii. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:55 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbie Barnes, Secretary  

SECRETARY’S MINUTES 
JUNE 2008 
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http://www.bmj-law.com/
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2008 EDUCATION COURSE LIST 

09/04/2008  502 Business Relocation 09.04.08 Los Angeles, CA 

09/09/2008  701 Property Management Leasing 09.09.08 Sacramento, CA 

09/10/2008  200 Principles of R. E. Negotiation 09.10.08 Tempe, AZ 

09/11/2008  410 Reviewing Appraisals in Eminent Domain 09.11.08 Tempe, 
AZ 

09/22/2008  600 Introduction to Environmental Issues 09.22.08 Los Angeles, 
CA 

09/23/2008  900 Principles of Real Estate Engineering 09.23.08 San Diego, 
CA 

09/24/2008  201 Communications in R.E. Acquisition 09.24.08 Riverside, CA 

09/25/2008  802 Legal Aspects of Easements 09.25.08 Las Vegas, NV 

09/25/2008  901 Engineering Plan Development & Applications 09.25.08 San 
Diego, CA 

09/26/2008  902 Property Descriptions 09.26.08 Las Vegas, NV 

10/02/2008  506 Advanced Business Relocation Assistance 10.02.08 River-
side, CA 

10/03/2008  403 Easement Valuation 10.03.08 Honolulu, HI 

10/06/2008  400 Principles of Real Estate Appraisal 10.06.08 Alhambra, CA 

10/06/2008  303 Managing the Consulting Process 10.06.08 Tucson, AZ 

10/08/2008  802 Legal Aspects of Easements 10.08.08 Tucson, AZ 

10/09/2008  400 Principles of Real Estate Appraisal 10.09.08 Tucson, AZ 

10/09/2008  410 Reviewing Appraisals in Eminent Domain 
10.09.08 Fresno, CA    (See page 8 for more information) 

10/13/2008  100 Principles of Land Acquisition 10.13.08 Reno, NV 

10/14/2008  SR/WA Comprehensive Review and Exam 10.14.08 Santa Ana, 
CA 

10/17/2008  902 Property Descriptions 10.17.08 San Diego, CA 

10/22/2008  400 Principles of Real Estate Appraisal 10.22.08 Sacramento, 
CA 

10/23/2008  803 Eminent Domain 10.23.08 Los Angeles, CA 

10/23/2008  502 Business Relocation 10.23.08 Henderson, NV 

11/05/2008  701 Property Management Leasing 11.05.08 San Pedro, CA 

11/07/2008  703 Real Property Asset Management 11.07.08 San Pedro, CA 

11/13/2008  209 Negotiating Effectively with a Diverse Clientele 11.13.08 San 
Diego, CA 

12/03/2008  SR/WA Comprehensive Review and Exam 12.03.08 Encinitas, 
CA 

SEPT 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

OCT 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Web-Based & 

Computer-Based Training 

Course 103WBT Web-based version of 103:  
Ethics and the Right of Way Profession 

IRWA Chapter 50 Meeting and Luncheon 

https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/ProfilePage.aspx?WebCode=CSCEventInfoSC&evt_key=fc9dff6e-988d-4cb3-961c-26dc1fbaf4fc
https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/ProfilePage.aspx?WebCode=CSCEventInfoSC&evt_key=fc9dff6e-988d-4cb3-961c-26dc1fbaf4fc


 

Start Date:   10/9/2008 

End Date:   10/9/2008 

No. of Days:  1 day 

CEU Credits:  8  

Class Time: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. daily 

Tuition:  $265 member / $330 non-member 

Sponsored By: Chapter 50 

Description: 410 Reviewing Appraisals in Eminent Domain (click link for description) 

FACILITATOR: 

James H. Finnegan, SR/WA is Senior Vice President, Western Division, of Universal Field Ser-

vices, Inc.  Prior to joining Universal Field Services he operated his own consulting business, 

providing project management services.  Mr. Finnegan spent over 20 years with the California 

Department of Transportation, having held several top management positions including that of 

Chief Appraiser.  He has been a consultant to the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, pro-

viding guidance in the drafting of regulations relating to the Uniform Relocation Assistance and 

Real Property Acquisition Act.  Mr. Finnegan has also testified before Congress on matters per-

taining to the Uniform Act.  Mr. Finnegan has held several IRWA committee positions, including 

having served on the Association’s International Executive Committee, and was the 2006-2007 

International President of the Association. 

  

COURSE COORDINATOR: 

Barbie Barnes, SR/WA 

855 M Street, Suite 200 

Fresno, CA 93721 

Phone: (559) 445-6233 

Fax: (559) 445-6215 

E-mail: barbie_barnes@dot.ca.gov  

 

CLASS LOCATION:  

First American Title Company Fresno 

7625 N. Palms Avenue, Suite 101 

Fresno, CA 93711 

Phone: (559) 221-1968 

 

410 REVIEWING APPRAISALS IN EMINENT DOMAIN 
10/9/2008   FRESNO, CA 
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https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=410


c/o Tony Joaquin 
P.O. Box 5035 

Fresno, CA 93755-5035 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY CHAPTER 50 

Name 

Address 

City, State Zip 


