INTERNATIONAL UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING

Austin, Texas

Sunday, June 22, 2008

Attendees:

Dave Hingtgen – Chairman – Region 3

Patti Morris – Region 7 – Committee Vice-Chair 

Ana Rausch, SR/WA – Region 2- Secretary

Mike Burns, SR/WA – Region 1 Representative

Alan Louie – Region 1

Mike Saunders, Region 1

David Bethel – Region 2 Representative

Nick Anitsakis – Region 2

Jim Spurgeon, SR/WA – Region 2

Clark Andrew, SR/WA– Region 2

Kevin Angel – Region 2

Larry Hagan, SR/WA, Region 3 Representative

Randy DeGeorge, SR/WA– Region 3 

Kim Tassen – Region 5 Representative

George Toft – Region 5

Mary Ann Marr, SR/WA – Region 5

Glenn Winfree – Region 6

Larry Griffin, SR/WA – Region 6

David Whitlock, SR/WA – Region 7 Representative

Randall Ferris – Region 9 Representative

J.E. Parker – Region 9

Bruce MacFarlane, Region 10

Derek Stuart, SR/WA – Region 10 Representative

David Rein 

· Dave Hingtgen called the meeting to order at 8:10 am

· Introduction of the members present, the roster was passed around for review and any changes.

· Patti made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from February 2008, J. Parker seconded the motion.

· David said that this is his last meeting as the Chair, and the new Chair will be Patti Morris and her Vice Chair will be Randy Ferris.

· The Committee went over the items for this years sessions in Austin:

· Monday, June 23, 8:30-9:45 am – Business as Unusual- Emergency Preparedness for Utilities

· Mary Anne Marr as the Moderator

· Patti Morris as the Speaker

· Monday, June 23, 10:15- 11:30 am– Development of Wind Generations in Texas

· Clark Andrew as the Moderator

· Henry Durrwachter, Speaker

· Monday, June 23, 1:30-2:45 pm – Water, “the New Gold” Water Rights 101

· J.E. Parker as the Moderator

· Robert V. Trout, Speaker

· Monday, June 23, 3:15 -4:30 pm – Water, “the New Gold” Conservation Case Studies

· J.E. Parker and Mike Burns as the Moderators

· Bruce Hallin, Lyman Ho, Speaker

· Tuesday, June 24, 9:15-10:30 am – We are Back! Reemergence of the Wireless Industry

· Glen Winfree as the Moderator

· Ann Louise Palm, Speaker

· Tuesday, June 24, 11:00 12:15 pm – Electric Utility Potpourri – Panel Discussion on Current Developments in Valuation, Siting and Land Issues

· Ana Rausch as the Moderator

· Kevin Angel, Rick Loughery, Derek Stuart, Kristi Wise, Speakers

· Tuesday, June 24, 2:00-3:15 pm – Come and Shoot the Bull with Us: Utility Round Table

· Randy DeGeorge and Ana Rausch and the Moderators

· Patti discussed the plans for PRES in February.  

· There will be a class presentation for the Utilities professional

· The Meeting will be Las Vegas in January 13- 15, 2009 at the Hilton Flamingo

· We will have a required meeting for this committee during PRES

· We have been asked to see if we would like to put together a presentation at PRES toward the Utility session.

· Dave said that he and Patti met with the IEC yesterday about the expanded roles of the Region Chairs and Vice Chairs. 

· The IEC is also looking at changing the boundaries of the regions, which will affect the smaller regions.

· Dave said that our committee has historically met three times a year: International Education Seminar in June, Chicago in September and PRES in January/February.

He wanted to know if wanted to continue with this schedule.

Break: 9:00 am

· There was a discussion  regarding  the duties of the region representatives and improving their communication with the Chapter presidents 

· Dave indicated that George Toft has been serving as the liaison with headquarters to make sure our information is current with International as far as the directory and the website.

· Patti asked if someone could look at the International Website to see if they could compile a list of members with a Utility background. David Rein volunteered to do this task.

· Dave asked the members of the Committee to attend PRES in January
2009 Conference Planning for Indianapolis


The Committee developed the following list of topics for sessions:

· Historical Perspective of the Utilities Industry

· Need for additional Right of Way Training

· Wind Generation

· Green Application

· Renewable Energy 

· Nuclear Energy

· Pole Attachment

· Underground Rights

· Exclusive Easement Rights

· Using One Call

· Chicken Litter used to generate electricity

· Transmission Corridors

· Prescriptive Rights

Patti suggested that the members around the room should discuss what issues they are currently facing at their companies:

· Mike Burns – Land Issues which are presented by going into Renewal portfolios, such as competition for Natural Gas to support it.  Mary Ann mentioned the legislative issues that are related to renewable portfolios.

· Larry Hagan – The new problems with water rights

· Kim Tassen – Mortgage Foreclosures and subordination on easements and subleasing cell sites and problems associated with it.

· Mary Anne Marr – Competing with developers for Wind Generation.  The legal changes and environmental changes as a result of Homeland Securities. Other issues are automatic meters (smart meters) and security issues.

· David Whitlock – Joint use pole attachment, who is paying and who is not and how best to monitor and maintain it. 

· Randy Ferris – Renewable mandates. Difficulty of permitting. Under-grounding of transmission lines.

· Derek Stuart – Permit issues regarding power lines. What are the pitfalls of signing bonuses?  What are the pros and cons of buying your way through? 

· George Toft – Smart meters. Vegetation management and trimming the trees. Combined cycle plants. 

· Bruce McFarland – Mandated/Legislative New Energy initiative which require new plants. Change people’s attitude about when they use power.

· Jim Spurgeon – Closing down plants and now they are being redeveloped into subdivisions. Problems with vegetation management and public issues with Centerpoint reclaiming their right of ways.  They are having an issue with having another agency trying to place a 136” water line in their transmission corridor.

· Glenn Winfree – Comparison of underground and overhead rights. 

· Larry Griffin – Storage of natural gas.

· Dave Hingtgen- Transmission line routing- Interactive routing through the public hearing process.

· Dave Rein – Strategy to minimize the cost of the project by getting input from the different stakeholders early on the planning.

· Alan Louie – Panel Discussion on how utilities work in different countries, from South Africa, Japan, Canada, and US.  

· Patti Morris – Present a tour in Indianapolis. George Toft said that they might be able to do a presentation of a smart meter or smart grid.

Break: 10:30

· Sandy Grigg, IEC Rep met with the committee. He indicated that the IEC expects committees to be more involved with the education, courses, test questions, etc. Additional points he made include: 

· The IEC is accessible to the Committee at anytime.  

· The Utilities Committee is doing a great job. 

· He said that the focus is on getting more SR/WAs in the organization

· Patti mentioned to Sandy the challenges we are facing with the next generation of right of way agents and employees and the different work ethics, work expectations and working with the public.

· Sandy said that we already have several beginning level courses.  We just need to develop a module for the Utilities segment. 

· J. Parker mentioned that there are several programs that are on the agenda for this seminar that are overlapping topics with utilities.  Patti said that she has talked to Faith about that same issue and they discussed having a forum to address this issue.  Ana mentioned that PRES would be the best place to have this meeting since all the committees are expected to be there and have a meeting.

· Patti asked if we should meet in Chicago in September or opt for a conference call instead. 

The group decided to go ahead and have a meeting in Chicago in September, since it is more productive with a face to face meeting and too difficult to have a long 6-8 hour conference call.

· Patti would like to have a half hour or hour long conference call once a quarter to address industry specific issues.  She will try and get that set up.

Dave adjourned the meeting at 11:15 am
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