International Right of Way Association

International Local Public Agency Committee

Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2008
Inter-continental Hotel, Dallas, TX
Meeting called to order by Chair Jeff Jones, SR/WA at 8:30am
Attendees:
Jeff Jones, SR/WA, Chair, Region 5 



Bill Busch, SR/WA, Vice Chair, Region 1


Claude Harding, SR/WA, Region 2 At Large


Connie Real, SR/WA Region 2  
Absent Members


Tim Smith, Member-at-Large Region 1


Ron Carlentine, SR/WA, Member-at-large Region 1



Scott Dickenson, SR/WA, Member-at-large Region 1


Wayne Goss, SR/WA, Member-at-large Region 2, at Regional Chair mtg.


Ashleigh Robison, SR/WA, Region 3


Rita Rasmussen, SR/WA, Member-at-large Region 3


Frank Del Vecchio, SR/WA, Member-at-large Region 5


Priscilla Page, Region 6



Leslie Benckendorf, SR/WA, Region 7


Jennifer Walker, SR/WA, Member-at-large Region 7



Lyman R. Ho, SR/WA, Region 9



Brian Taylor, SR/WA, Region 10


IEC Liaison, Randy Williams, SR/WA at IEC mtg
Jeff convened the meeting at 8:35
Jeff handed out the current agenda, June 17, 2007 minutes, Committee Roster, the Committee’s Goals and Objectives and the 2008 Austin conference breakout sessions topics and descriptions along with a break-out session summary by day.
The Committee reviewed the committee membership, its goals and objectives, and concurred that they were current and appropriate.

The committee discussed the seminar topics for Austin. Currently planned are:
	Date/Time
	Topic
	ILPA Coordinator

	Monday 6/23 
	
	

	                        8:30
	You Want ROW When?
	Jeff

	                      10:15
	The Changing Scene in Eminent Domain
	Bill

	                       1:30
	Alternate Dispute Resolution
	Rita/Leslie

	                       3:15
	Acquisition Roundtable
	Brian

	Tuesday 6/24 
	
	

	                        9:15
	Vancouver BC Gateway Project
	Cancelled

	                      11:00
	Disposal of Surplus Tax Adjudicated Properties
	Wayne

	                        3:45
	Available Open Slot
	TBD

	Wednesday    6/25
	
	

	                        8:00
	Trinity River Project
	Wayne/Ashleigh

	
	
	


Jeff said Mazie Leftwitch would be the speaker for ADR.  Jeff also explained  the he had heard the speaker for the topic “You Want ROW When”, who happens to be an IRWA member, while at the APWA convention. Jeff was there while supporting the committee’s presence as part of the IRWA outreach effort.  Jeff invited the individual to make the present at Austin for IRWA.  There has been success getting at least two members and the aforementioned presentation as products of our outreach effort with AWPA.

Connie offered to contact persons involved in SAWS to place a session in the open slot left by the Gateway session cancellation.  Jeff will contact Transportation, lead committee for the slot, and Jade at IRWA for availability

Everyone has indicated that their sessions are in queue.
The committee then brain-stormed ideas for Indianapolis:

· An Eminent Domain topic
· Transmission Line Citing - possible debate with proponent and opponent

· Organizing for a large acquisition project in a shrinking resource market

· Property Owner Notifications – when and why ideas and approaches across the country

· Pros and Cons of Consolidating Public Agencies w/case studies

· San Antonio Water Supply (SAWS)  if we do not substitute it in the vacant slot for Austin

· ADA impacts to property acquisition

· Jeff-Lawsuit Blind man vs. round-a-bout

· Property management 

· Some international topic from possibly Japan or So Africa.

 By the Austin meeting we need to bring clarity and possible speakers to the topics.  
The “Best Practices” topic has had mixed results.  The San Antonio session did not get much response in spite of an intense marketing effort.  The committee agreed that it was a good seminar topic and want to keep it for Austin.  Changing the name might be appropriate.  Suggestions included ROW Basics and Standard ROW Processes.  The name needs to be different than any standard IRWA course.
We reviewed our projects and accomplishments.  The APWA has been a success as noted above.  Development of the topic “When Public Agencies Collide” has been submitted to the PDC.  Kyle Ray, SR/WA visited toward the end of our meeting and confirmed that the course revamp effort was currently top priority for IRWA but that when it is completed we are well positioned to have our course considered. This might happen before Austin.  IPDC meets March 15.  They no longer have regional reps.  Region Vice Chairs are responsible for the education report.  IPDC is also looking at partnering with a company that has a large library of on line courses.
We discussed research studies and IRWA articles.  Connie is considering a topic for an IRWA article and will let Jeff know if she gets something together. Bill will investigate if there is a possible article regarding if the New London redevelopment worked.  This would be and article focusing o the redevelopment itself rather than the condemnation issue.
Next the committee discussed our outreach efforts.  Claude coordinated the IRWA booth this year at the AWPA conference in San Antonio September 9-11, 2007.  He had 13 Chapter 39 members help. He provided IRWA magazines to those who gave a businesses card.  IEC funded the booth with $2500. IEC has given tentative approval of the committee’s budget request to fund our effort again this year for the APWA conference.  It will be in New Orleans in August 2008.  Bill will present the topic “When Public Agencies Collide”.  Jeff is coordinating the booth with assistance from Region 2.
Jeff reviewed our regional reps. we need region reps from regions 4 and 8. Bill mentioned that some R-1 at-large members have not been participating.  With added responsibilities being delegated to committees it is important that we have active participants.  Bill will address the situation at his forum and we should all verify that committee members are active and engaged.
Ashleigh has been managing our committee’s contribution to the IRWA web site and on line discussion groups.  There hasn’t been much activity. Rita sent out an on line questionnaire with mixed response. That effort is feeding into a seminar topic in Austin.  Connie offered to look into some communication alternatives.

The committee ended its meeting at approximately 3:40.
